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AUTHOR's PREFACE.

- HIS TREATISE, fhort ar
I it is, will be thought too long, F
fear, for feveral Reafons: But
the two main Objections will be thefe,
Some perbaps will. fay, that I am overs
large and more nice than I need to be upom
the Variation. of the Voice; ard others
may think, that my Rules of Rhesorick are
overfiock’d with Examples, and needed no#
all that Train of Illufiration: But in Ane
fwer to botb the one and the other, I fball
Jbew them, that there is neither a Precept
nor ax Example foo many ; and that they
ought not to fall out with either of them for
Sfwelling tbis little Book up to fuch a Size.
This [ will do in as few Words as the
Matter will bear. .
Firflt, As o thole, on the one band, that
think I am too long and exalt upon the
Bufinefs of Pronunciation, and bave faid
toa much of zhe Variation of the Voice,
they cannot in Fuftice blame me for being fo
particular wpon the two main Points of
Oratory : Eor the Art of fpeaking welﬁlé
a an
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and of varying the Voice; tbe Neceffity
of the one, and the Difficalty of. the other,
will abundantly anfwer for the Length of
this Difcourfe.  4ud pray let them confider:
over and above, that tho’ fome People
may meet. . with [everal Things here nat
worth their while, tbere are many others
yet, both in Church and State, will be the
‘better for them, and find them written to
fome Purpofe. Mot Men that [peak in
publick new-a-days, whether in Churches
or in Courts, are fo naturally addifted toa.
kind of MoNoTONY ; & fulfome Way of
accenting every Word they fpeak with
the fame Tone: tbey find fo much Diffi--
‘eulty alfo to correit the Viee, and are f[o
puzzled often bow 1o vary the Voice, as
they fhowld do, with a true Government of
“the Tongue, that it was but neceflary to
‘give them fo many Hints and Precautiong
againft a vicious Way of fpeaking, that is
‘not only difadvantageous to themfielves, bus
troublefome to others, and difagrecable tq
‘all Mankind. And ewby-fbould not I'then
arm them at all Points to-overcome fo frong
‘an Infirmity as an Imperfeition of the Mind,
Sortified with Inclination 2 Or, swhy fbould
“not I preferibe to them all the Remedies T
_ could-think of for tbe Cure of fo great an
‘Evil. P
"~ Secondly, 4s for thofe, on-the otber
band, that find Fault with me for fuffing

T
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sy Difourfe with too many Examples,

" owd for gathering up fush & Cloud of
Teftimonies to make good the Rules bere
propounded, I bave thista fay for st : Firft,
That thefe Authorities, quoted owt . of the
beft Writers.and Orators,. fo famous all ovér
the World for their Learning and Eloguence,
do add a certain Beauty and Lafire. to the
Rules of this Art ;. befides, tbhey give my
Precepts & Reputation and Credit, as well
as an agrecadle Light, Air, and Grace :
Wbereas,. on the contrary, if I bad expos’d
them naked o the World, as they lay, and
nat dreffed them ap in thefe Robes of
Example and Teftimony, tbey had ap-
peared indscent as well as mean and: ordi-
nary. And -this is fo moble a Drefs oo,
that it becomes the prefent Age, fuits the
Orator very well bere at Home, and fets
off the Subjest I am upon, tho’ the Fafhion
be wever fo odd, or mever fo far fetch’d |
Jfrom Abroad. But, fecondly, I bave this
alfo to urge further, that thefe Examples
do not only adorn my Precepts, wbhich are
uot o very pleafing perbaps or agreeable of
themfelves, out illufirate them too, and
make them more ealy and intelligible. And -
they are likewife the greateft Helps in Na-
ture towards the putting of Precepts in
Praétice with a Facility of Application, as
well as for making Ufe of them to the beft
Aduantage upon all Cecafions : For there is
a2 7o
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#0o Doubt but an Example, following- a
Precept, enlightens:the Mind, quickens the
Underfanding, and makes the Precept our
OWD far every ta all Intents and Purpofes.

* Jbis. was the Reafon I bad to-write of
AcTioN here in fo ample a Manner as &k
-bave done, o “bew it in its juft Proporti-
on, and at full Length, And befides, as
Jor the Method Fhave taken, be it as it will,
Jome of my beft Friends put me upon it, ad-
vifed it, and encoilraged it into the World =
For, had it nat been in Compliment sathem,,
I bad never fo much. as written this little
Tract, and muck lefs yet would I ever. bave
made it pablick in Print.  The Truth of it
is, as I was equally convinced of the Light
of their Underfianding, the Solidity of their
Fudgment, and the Sincerityof their-Affec-
sion 5 fo I thought. myfelf obliged, in good
Manners, to take every. thing for granted
tbey faid comcerwing the Difpofition and
Order of this Work 5 efpecially confidering
2bat I undertook it. purely for their Satif-
fa&ion, and out of an Ambition I.bhad to.
gratify-my Friends above all Men living..
However, if any thing be found amifs in it,
after all, they muft anfwer for it 5 and let.
the Succefs-of it be what it will, I fhall be
an no great Pain for my own Security and
Defence awder. their Proteézion.

T HE:
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) © -THE .
EDITOR’
Introduction and-Apology |
FOR THI‘.I._
EDIT?ION

HE following little, but valuable
, Treatife, was written originally in
the French Language, by a Perfon, I pre-
fume, of no.mean Capacity and Figure in
the Commonwealth of Literature: And the
great and univerfal Efteem and Counte-
mance, with which it has been receiv’d, you
may eafily guefs, when you confider it has
been approv’d of and applauded thro’ many
fucceflive Editions in France. And itis
likewife very probable, it fcarce ever.
would have been publifh’d in the Egglifa
Tongue, had it not been wholly on Ac-
count of the very great.Charatter and Re-
eommendation givenit by a very eminent
Perfon, His Grace. the Arch-bifbop of Can-
terbury. . :
Butnotwithftanding it was tranflated and.
fent forth inso the World, at a Time when.
the external. Part of Oratory feemed to be
held in much lefs Efteem, than in the pre-
fent Age; yet a very large Impreffion
a. was.



i INTRODUCTION.

was foon difpos’d of; and the Purchafers,

:f}xcidly the Clergy and the Gentlemen
the

long Robe, for whofe Ufe it was
chiefly intended by the Author, feem’d

lnq:-_ly pleafed.

he Preamble of the following Sheets,
I confefs, is fomewhat of the longeft, and
therefore may probably prove gatiguing
to fome Readers. Some will, on"that
Account, blame and condemn the Author:
but, upon fecond Confideration, I am
wholly perfuaded they will not ; becaufe,
if they will but be at the Expence and:
Trouble of perufing the whole Work all
over, they will certainly own. themfelves
very much the better forit. -

At the Time when it firft appear’d. in
the Frewch Language, the Queftion was,
‘Whether Gefture ought to be ufed in our
Difcourfes in publick, or not ¢ and
a Controverfy naturally ariing upon
the Queftion, between Fanaticifm and
Superfition, Slovenlinefs and Foppery ; the
KAuthor was the longer determining in the
Introduction to the main Work, in order
to diftinguith- the Deceney of the Thing,
from the Dulnefs of the one, and the Ex~
travagance of the other.

The Subje& is new, and the Novelty:
is worth any Gentleman’s Perufal in the
Kingdom ; and efpecially, if he lies un-
der the bappy. Temptation of being capti-

vated

Y



INTRODUCTION. i

vated or allur’d with the Air, Gallantry,
and Grace, of a good Pronunciation and
Gefture, eitherfor the Church, the Courty
or the Camp. The Divine, the Lawyer,
the Soldier, and the Senator, are the Men
of the World, who have the moft and
greateft Occafion to fpeak well in pu-
blick. Ard if our Englifbh Youth were
train’d up a great deal more than they are
at prefent, in the noble Art of- Oratory,
and better inftru&ted in the Rules and
Laws of Speaking and Action, the Or-
nament and' Recommendative of all Difs
eourfe ; Why -might they not become as
good Speakers, as ever Grerce and
RomE yetproduced? . '
- “In fine, This - Book is no Enemy ta
good, elegant and polite Breeding ; nos
does it any Way intrench upon any Man’s
Education or Profeflion in the World.
The Dancing-fchool indeed teaches the
Gefture or Motion of the Body wonder-
fully well, and the Balance of it, to a ve-
ry great Perfection now a-days; but it
can never do the whole. Bufinefs of an O-
rator, nor furnith or accomplith him with
all neceffary Acion, either for the Pulpis
or the Bar, till the Fees can {peak Figures,
and the Hands plead Caufes. It is certain,
however, that Elquence does not confifk
in the Hands, nor Rbetorick in Frisking
and Gefliculation, in capering or cutting

a2z a
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3 Pbiz; but in the Reverfe, a grave, juf,
and becoming Frame of the Voice, Afpesd
of the Eye, and Caft of the Countenance,to-
gether with a genteel regular Motion of
the Body, thro’ the feveral Parts of a
Difcourfe. This fufficiently condemas
moft of our young modern pretended, }
muft not call them Bafard Orators, it
the Pulpit, &5c. who have gained much
greater Applaufe by. their indecent and
cox-comical Manner of Speaking and Ac-
tion, than the moft ummate Rbetors=
eien and Oratsr now in being,

Now the Tranflation is thought, by
many. Perfons of no mean Tafte, done as
corre€tly and as well as it could ; and per-

the Original has not loft or fuffer-
ed any Thing by it: However, the wor-
thy Tranflator could not have been more
exact and jult ta his Aduzkor, unlefs he
could hawe had the Happinefs of conver-
fing with him. Butleft the Reader fhould
expeck a more particulag Actount of the
whole Work, 1 fhall give him it inas few
Words as poffible. :

Firft then, The Thing is new, ingeni-
ous, and learned in .general. It treats of
Pronunciation and Gefture in particular,
which are the very Life, Scul, and Quin-
seffence of Rhetorick: It is founded upon
the beft Rules and Authorities of the An-
cients, Ecclefiaftical, Secular, and Civil c’l

' an



INTRODUCTION. w
and yet plaufibly very smich adapted te
modern Pradtice, and thelGendus of the pre-
fent Age. Itis beautifully aderned and
decorated with the fineft Figures and Or-
naments of Elocution, and happily illu-
frated and embellithed with the mof
graceful and glorious Examples of ali kiads,

But as for Geftuce, there never was
any Thing exceeding it heard or read in .
publick ; for the. Rules are exceHently
nice, Rew, even to a firft Difcovery, and
communicated in a very familiar and eafy
Method. A gentle regular Movement
of the whole Body, without all Doubt,
goes a great Way in the Charater of a
publick Orator; for nothing can be fo
engaging, or fo much admired now-a-
days, as that which is a&ed or reprefents
ed to thée Life, becanfe it ftrikes the
Seafes, and forcibly affets the Paffions,
and captivates the Mindsof the Audience:
So that Gefture is not improperly call’d
by Cicero, and other ancientOrsfors and
Criticks, the Eloguence of the Body, and
the laft and greateft Acoomplithment of
Speech. :

In the next Place: Befides the smtrin-
Jick Worth and Value of this Treatife, it
may with very good Reafon be recom-
mended to all Grammar-[chodls, Acades
mies, Unsverfities, and the {everal Inns of
Court, on accountof itsgreat Ufefulnefs;

a3 not
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nor will the Tranflator, I believe, be
charged -either with Impertinence or Pre-
fumption for his great Pain and Induftry,
after a ferious and fair Perufal : However,
in the Opinion of many great and judici-
ous Men, who have read the former Edi-
tion, it is as excellent a School-book for
Boys as any hitherto extant, none excep-
ted: it apparently correéts and reforms
their vicious Habit or Manner of Prontinci- -
ation, vefines the affefied Rudenefs of their.
Behaviour, polithes the mnatural clownifh
Rufticity of their Gefture, and gives them
a true Light at laft, into the main End,
Scope and Defign of Rbetorick; which is
to exprefs themfelves regularly, diffinsily
and bandfomely in their Orations, Declara-
tions, and Exercifes, upon all Occafions. .
Moreover, this Manual will not be
thought unworthy of any young Gentle-
man’s Pocket or Library, who has any
the leaft Value for the Graces of A&ion,
and the attratting Charms of Eloquence.
And I will be fo bold at laft as to affert,
from the Sentiments and Judgment of
others, thatif thislittle Tract were rightly
made Ufe of, with a juft Application, by
2ll Students either of Divimty or Law,
they would have no occafion to run fo
often to Play Houfes, vor be enamoured or
fallin Love fo much with the extrava-
© gant Geficulations of the Stage. - '
S . ~
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Having faid fo much, and I prefume,
fufficient, in relation to the Performance -
itfelf, I humbly requeft the candid Rea-
der’s Patience. and Leave, yet a little
longer, to acquaint him with the Tafte of
the Town, as far as relates to A&ion, the
Concomitant of Eleguence. _

The generality of People feem to ap=

ove of A&ion in publick Difcourfes,

t yet condemn moft of our modern
Speakers, both in the Pulpit and at the
Bar; complaining, and with fome, if not
great Juftice, that they are many Times
on the one Hand either too indolent, or
on the other, too a&ive'in the Manner of
‘their Speaking; .both which are very
great Extreams or Faults, and manifeftly
deprive the Auditors of what they have
".an undifputed Right to, viz. the having
theirPaflions duly affeted, according te
the Subject, Matter, and Words of their
Difcourfe.  Therefore, to prevent the
Growth of fuch Cenfures for the Time ta
come, it will not be amifs, if every young
Student, that has the leaft Hopes or Pro«
fpect of appearing in a publick Capacity,. -
read over the following Treatife, which
is very exactly and juftly extra&ted from
the beft Authors, ancient and modern;
and, when he has carefully perufed and
well digefted the Contents hereof, he may ~
with the greater Pleafure and Satisfa&io:)l;

- bo
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both confult and underftand the ancient:
Orators and Criticks; fuch as Demofthenes,
Cicero, Longinus, and SQuintillian; who
have, without doubt, writ the beft Pieces
that ever appear’d in Print, concerning
Eloguence, Elocution, and their Beauties.
But if a young or old Man, that is in a-
great Meafure a  Stranger' to' -Elscution,
fhould fpeak: in publick before a knowing
and experienced Audiehce, what a fad
aukward Appearance would he make?
How could heexpet the Favourand Ap- -
plaufe of his Hearers? How frequently is:
an eloquent and pathetick Difcourfe deli-
ver'd from the %ulpit by fome of our
pretended Orators, in a fupine, carelefs
and unaffeCtionate Manner? And how:
often is the-moft trifling one uttered in
the moft paffionate, vigorous; and lively:
Manner imaginable ?* But not to be too
tedious: Were I on the one Hand to re-
commend and juftly applaud ‘many of
our modern Orators; and, on the other,
to explode and condemn the pretended
ones; it would fwell the Preface into
too large -a Size: and therefore, I fhall
fay no more, than that I cannot perceive
-what Entertainment and Improvement can
be received from a well compofed Dif:
courfe, without a preper Gefture to re-
‘commend it.
: CON-
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SPEAKING in PUBLICK.
CHATP
INTRODUCTION.

The Necqﬁf] of ACTION /# gcneral.

‘\ HERE is no Manner
' of Doubt but Fudicious
¢ Thoughts and Sound Rea-
\y foning make up the Bufi-
py nefs of an Orator, and
certainly convince the
Underfianding more than
any thing in the World. It muft like-
wife be granted, that the drgejimg of both

into Order, does at once give us a diftinct
. A Know-
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Kgowledge of Things, and a Facility of
retaining them; and none can deny how
much a curious Choice of fine Words,.and
the Art of placing them in a Difcourfe,
{et off Reafon and Thought with Grace,
Luftre, and Power, to Admiration: So
that the Great Mafters of Rbetorick have
fet up Fsvention, Difpofition,and Elocution,
for the Three Firft Parts of ORATORY;
but finding afterwards that the fenfitive
Appetite, and its Affections, had a wonder-
ful Afcendant over the Underfianding as
well as the #77/l; and our Paffions again
being moft wrought upon by prefent Ob-
Jeéts, and what ftrikes in at our Semfes,
they found themfelves under a Neceffity
of addinga fourth Part ; thatis, AcTION,
which confifts of Speaking and Gefure.
AcTtron was look’d upon by the
ancient Orators to be fo important a Qua-
Jification, that Demofibenes has made no
Difficulty of reckoning upon it for the
" firf, fecond and third Faculty of Elo-.
~quence, all in ene : And Tully was of the
fame Opinion too, when he f{aid that it
. had the fole Power and Sovereign Command
in a Speech. , :
*Tis true, if a Man’s Bufinefs were only
to make a fine Sermon, or to draw an
_ elegant Plea, the three Firft Parts of Ora-
:#ory would accomplith him with all ne-
ceffary Perfections for the Work 5 I?Ut
) when
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when he fhould come then to the Point
of Speaking, and of moving the Minds of
his Hearers to the Life, they would all
feem difpaffionate and dead to the Dif-
courfe, without AcTioN to quicken up
their Attention, and to make the Matter
infinitely taking. For it has often been
the Fortune of an Orator, excellently well
qualified with the moft effential Parts of
Eloquence, to be heard on a publick Oc-
cafion, with Impatience and Contempt,
upon the very Account of a bad Pro-
nunctation and aukward Geflures; when
not half fo great a Mafter of Language,”
that had the Genteelnefs of Action with
it, has come off both with the Delight and .
the Applaufe of his Zudience. So power=-
ful an Influence has this Faculty over the
Senfes, that the Impreflion and Farewel
it leaves upon us, is the Orator’s Fate.
As for Inftance, Pbhilofiratus tells us of
one Philifcus, among the eloguent Barrifters
whofe Lives he has written ; that he fpake
Greek to Purity and Perfection ; that he
made it better than it came off-the Lip;
and that he had an incomparable Poice
too; but fo ungenteel a Way of Pronun-
ciation and Gefture into the Bargain, that
the Emperor 4ntonius (whofe very Nature
it was to countenance -Men of the Long
Robe) once bade him hold his Tongue,
and would not grant him: the Poinz he
"A 2 Pleaded
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pleaded for, which feveral others had
gained upon his Majefly before. Quin-
tilian, on the other hand, reports it, that
Trachallys was none of the beft Orators of
his Time, and yet out-did all the Men of
that Profeffion in his Pleading : He made
fo plaufible an Appearance, what with
the Statelinefs of his Perfon and Port, the
Sparkling of his Eyes, the Majefty of his
Looks, and the Beauty of his Mein ; be-
fides a Voice, that did not only come up
to a Tragedian’s for Gravity and Com-
pofednefs, but went far beyond any Afor’s
too that ever yet fpoke upon the Stage.
So for the Purpofe, I have heard a Ha-
rangue made fome time fince to a Noble-
man, that, in my Opinion, was an excellent-
Difcourfe, as well for the Depth of Argu- .
ment, as for the Finenefs and Strength of
Eloquence; and it had certainly got that
Credit too upon any unprejudiced Per-
fon’s reading of it : But for all this, it was
fo indifferently deliver’d by a Gentleman
&hat had a natural Impediment in his Speech,
and one too that had no more Geffurethan a
Poft ; or, if he had any, twas fo untoward
and ungenteel, that not a Man of the
Company but difrelith’d the Entertain-
ment, and thought his Time loft in giving
it the Hearing. 1 have known likewife,
. on the contrary, many an indifferent Ora-
tor, both in the Palpit and at the Bt;n,
at

A
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that have fet themfelves off with extraor-
dinary Acclamation, and have been cried
up for good Preackers and great Lawyers, .
upon the bare Credit of their fine Way of
Speaking and Mbotion. In fhort, thefe
external Graces. of Speech. werk fuch Ideas
and Biaffes upen the Auditors, accerding
to the Performance of them, better or
worfe, that they are become now the very
Meafures of their valuing or undervaluing
the Speaker. :
~ Fo fay this by the Bye then: Theythat
are furnithed with the other Faculties of
Oratory ta a Felicity, and write up to the
Perfection of them, may do well epough
in printing their Speecbes ; which of them-
felves will not fail of giving the Reader an
entire Satisfaction, tho’ at the fame Time
they want all the pleafing Advantages of:
the Tongue and the Body : But they again,
" that entertain their Hearers with little .or
nothing of excellent and confiderable in
an Oration, more than.the-Grace of 4&ion,
fhould hardly publith zbeirs to.the World,.
left what was beard with. Honour te.the
Speaker, be read with Difhonour to' him
i Print. Men of Difcretion and Fore-
fight will take Example at Pericles or Hor-
tenfius in this Matter.  Pericles, notwith-
ftanding the Poets faid that the Goddefs
of Perfuafion {at upon his Lips; that he
thunder’d.and lighten’d in an Affembly, and,
. A3 . made
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made all Greece tremble” again when he
Jpoke, never made any of his Orations

. fxublick : For why, /fays ome, their Excel-
ency lay in the A4é#on, which was the
moft moving Part of his Rbetorick; and
there is nothing at all of his extant but
fome Decrees and -Publick Aéts, as Plutarch
reports : For, as to thofe Speeches which
we read in Tbucidides for his, they were
made by the Hifforian himfelf, and the
Orator had noHand in them. Hortenfius,
onthe other hand, feeing himfelf mightily
admir’d for his Pleading, afcribed all the
Honour of it to the Potency of his Argu-
ments, the Elegancy of his Reafon, the
Delicacy of his Stile, and other fuch like'
Graces ; which, after all, and, in truth,
was only owing to his paghetical Aftiom >
and fo he put forth his Oratsons upon that
Miftake, but was not half fo fortunate
with his Pex as he had been with his’
Tongue; and Hortenfius was now reputed
a better Lawyer than an Autbor. For, as
Quintilian fays, his written Speeches were
‘much infesior to his mighty Character at
the Bar; and it was as clear as. the Sun,
that he had fpoken a great many-enter-
taining Things off in Court with Grace and
good Aien, which were never to be met
with again vpon the reading of them. This
puts me in mind, for the Purpofe, of ha-
ving heard a publick Harangue once from
: : ©a

LN

-



SPEAKING in PUBLICK. 7'

2 Perfon, that, over and above the Ad-

vantages of good #atural Parts, had

many acquir’d Graces to fhew his Wit

upon it ; and, in fhort, by his neat Flose-

r¢fb and Delivery, he was wonderfully com-

mended for it : But fome time after this

Succefs, my Gentleman was over-perfuaded

to publifh the very fame Speech 5 and then

it had quite another Fate in the World :
for when his Hearers came now to read .
it, and had neither the Harmony of his

delicate Poice in their Ears, nor the Beau-

ties of his fine Mein and handfome Gefiure

before their Eyes, but were left barely to
judge of the Speech by the Merits of the

8peech itfelf ; they found not a Turs in it
worth the admiring, and could hardly

believe, at laft, that it was the fame thing:
they had beard. :

This is #bat Faculty of Oratory, which
Tully calls the Eloquence of the Body; and
it is a Matter of fo great Moment for the
prevalent Influences and Effets it has
upon the Mind, that *twere to be with’d -
the Ancients had treated of Af#ion with as
much Exa&nefs of Method, and in as
ample a Manner as they have eftablithed
the other three Parts of Rbetorick. But
neither has Ariffotle been pleafed to lay
down any Precepts of it, upon an Opinion
that it was a Gift of Nature, and could
not well be reduced into Art or Rlu\{e:

or
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Nor had Cicero himfelf, in his Books of the

Orator, undertaken the Work, fo as to

preferibe any peculiar Laws for it; but

only prefles it over and over to us for an
important Qualification, and a neceflary

Accomplithment,  Cormificius indeed bas
handled it fomewhat more at large ; but,.
to be frank with him, what he advances

upon it comes far fhart of its Perfection,

and little or nothing of his Afion is now

in Ufe. There is none, in fhort, has yet

fpoken of it like Quintilian, for Nicety of
Methed and Pregnancy of Wit ; but then,

his Inftructions alfo are only for the Bar,

and Rules of Aéon. are ftill wanting as
well for the Pulpit. Befides that, among

a Thoufand fine Things. he fays upon this

Subject, which ought to be in Fafbion and
Prattice now a Days, as well as they were
then, he teaches feveral Fondnefles and

foppith A&iens 5 as, of beating his Brow,

his Head, his Breaft, his Thigh, of ftamp-

ing, and thelike; which in bis Time were

decent enough, perhaps: but they are

very unbecoming, difagreeable, and antick

‘Motions in ours, and quite out of Coun-

tenance and Vogue now with the Jge we

live in.

Wherefore many ingenious Men have
wifh’d a long Time that fome Body would
write fuch a Treatife as this; feeing that
moft of our pabdiick Qrators, both in Pthlc

Ul-
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Pulpit and at the Bar, do often blunder
very grofly againft the 4r¢ of good Speak-
ing, for want of it: And no Perfon ap-
pearing all the While that would take it
in hand, feveral of my Friends and Ac-
quaintance complimented me with the
Honour and the Neceffity of the Subjeét,
and gave me a thoufand Importunities to
fet about the Work, which I all along
declined, for Reéafons beft known to my-
felf, and my own Incapacity. But fwo
worthy Gentlemen, at laft, whofe Judg-
ments and Senfe I fubmitted to far more
than .my own Inclination, overcame me
with the moft preffing Inftances of Fa- -
vour and Friendfthip, and engaged me to
write this litthe Traét, of Action: Forl -
could not but make this Refurn to their
Obligations in difcharge of my Duty,.
how much foever it might be to the Dif- -
advantage of my Faculty and Underftand-
ing ; and fuch as it is, I have here ad-
drefled it to zhem for their Charatter of
it to the eloquent World,. if they think
it may be of any Service to it for want of
a better,

CHAP
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C H A P 1IL

That AcT10N becomes both a DIVINE
and a LLAWYER.

I Know there are feveral People will con-
. demn the Defign-of this Effay at firft
Sight, and tell you, thatthis Care of Speak-
ing and Gefture is neither the Bufinefs of
Religion nor Law; and that it neither be-
comes a Perfon preaching Divinity in the
Pulpit, nor a Man pleading for Juftice at-
the Bar. Some will do this out of a fan-
taftical Humour, like Cotta ; who, as Tully
fays, not only affected old obfolete Words,
but a clownith Way of fpesking too, out
of a Vanity to be thought an Admirer of
Antiguity. Others will do it"upon a Prin-
ciple of Lazine(s; for they’ll not take fo
much Pains for a laudible Habit of Speak-
ing, not they : It will coft them more La-
bour than the Thing is worth to make
themfelves Mafters of A¢ion, and they-
had rather difpleafe all the World than
be 4t the Trouble of acquiringit. Such
as zhey, in the primitive Times, condemn’d
the Ufe of Eloquence in Preaching, till
St Cbryfoftom confuted them, and vindica-
ted it againft Afperfion and Calumny, in
his Books of the Priefthood. There are
fome presife People again will decry it, out
of a fenatical Superfistion and Melamboblz,
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" becaufe it ‘is neither for their Palate nor
Purity, forfooths- and they like nothing
that pleafes Senfe, be it never fo ufeful and.
profitable to the Sow’: So that whatever °
ftrikes the: Humour of the 4ge muft needs
difguft tbem.

Now, if I had only to do with #bafe
whimfical People, 1 fhould not be much
concern’d for the Zeal or Spieen of their
Opinions, ror trouble myfelf with their
Affectation, Idlenefs, orill Temper: But
finding others yet, and thofe alfo Per/ons
of good Senfe, tho’ perhaps a little too ri-
gid and fevere, that make it a Ca/fe of Con- -

- feience, and think themfelves in the right
tao; it is but reafonable I fhould enquire

-into the Meaniog; of fo nice a Point, and

endeavour to fatisfy their Tendernefs : fo
4hat I will make it my Bufinefs to unde-

-cetve them as_far as I can, both as to the

[Religion of the Scruple, and the Truth of

the Matter. -

They fay, in the firft Place, with re-

gard to Preachers, that Aftion is unwor-
thy of their Miniftry; and thatit is a fcan-

-dalous Thing for thofe God hath honour-

.ed with fo{ferious and fublime a Funétion,

-to be ftudying, in the very Exercife of it,

.how to frame their Voice and move their
.Body, when they fhould think of nothing
but his Glory ; nothing but the Majefty
of his Myfkeries, the Holinefs of his Pre-
_ cepts,



12 The AR T of

cepts, the edifying of his Cbarch, and the
Safvation of his Elei?: For to pretend,
fay they, to make People believe the Truth,
and to win Souls to Faith, Piety, and all
Chriftian Virtues, not only by the Elo-
quence of their Stile, but alfo by the Grace
of Speaking and Power of Geflure, is to
fink Religion into Senfe, and to make that
which is fpiritual depend upon carnal Wor-
Ship, buman Invention, and external Flourifb.
At this Rate, they urge, Religion would be
a cunning Trade indeed, and a Handicraft
fitter to be driven on by the mercenary
Abtors of Comedy and Tragedy in Play-
houfes, who have the beft Knack of plea-
fing the People with all the little Foppe-
ries of Motion and Speech, than to be pro-
fefs’d by the Minifers of the Word of God.
They add, in the next Place, that the
Apoftles never ftudied nor practifed zbis
Art of Aétion; and that it was not by this
Means they. made fo many Converts,
brought over fo many People to the
Church, and gain’d fo many Souls to Fefus
Chrifp. :
This is the Objection I am to encounter

here, and my Anfwer will be this: Firf,
That it is not my Defign to teach o/d Men
the Art of Speaking, who have exercis’d
it for feveral Years in publick Employ- -
ments and Bufinefs ; for zbey have already
taken up the #2y they liked beft, whether
' it
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it be-good or bad: 1f good, they have no
rieed of Rules forit ; and, if 4ad, it would
be too hard a Matter for them, at their
Age; ever to acquire a better. However,
fome of them perhaps, upon the reading
of this Book, will eafily find out their own
Failings by it, among the many Vices of
Speaking that are fo difagreeable to the
Hearer,as wellas prejudicial tothe Speaker,
and may corre&t them with little or no
Difficulty : But I propofe only to inftruct
Zonuth, and affift thofe thatare bred up to
Divinity or the Law ; for young Gentle-
men, who have not yet got an ¢/ Habit
of Speaking, are moft capable of learning
a good one. And I do ingenuoufly cite St
Auguftine’s Declaration here, which he
makes in his fourth Book of Chriftian
Doéirine, for the Ufe of Oratory in the
Pulpit, on the Behalf of my Difcourfe u-
pon the Rules of Aftion: I do not think
Jo well of thefe Things, fays he, as to ad-
vife Men grown up to Maturity, or Men
in Years, ever to trouble their Heads about
them. It is enough for young People o
make this Study their Care : And it is not
Jit for all thofe neither, that we would bave
- well train’d up in facred Learning for the
Service of the Church 5 but only for fuch of
them as labour under mo Infirmities of old
_ ﬁ ge, to apply themfelves to fo neceffary an
rt.

B But,
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But, fecondly, as to the Cafe of Confei-
ence they alledge, and their Arguments
wpon it : I confefs it would be a reafon-
able Scruple, if Chriftian Preachers made
this Grace of Aftion their whole Study,
and minded nothing elfe in the Application :
If they fpent more Time in ftudying #befe
external Things of Ornament, than in ma-
king of Sermons upon Matters of fuch eter-
nal Moment as the Glory of Gop, and
- the Salvation of Men; if they took more
Pains to fer themfelves off, than to edify
others, with their fine Graces; if they a-
fcrib’d the Conviction of Truth, and the
Converfion of Souls, to tbem only; and if
they had no other End in compofing their
Voice and their Body, but their own Praife
and the People’s Pleafure. For, if this
were all their Pretenfion and Pratice, it
is certain they would moft notorioufly of-
fend God; moft unworthily prophane the
Holinefs of their Miniftry-5 moft facrile-
gioufly attribute that Honour to them/elves,
which is only duc to the Grace of Ged and
the Power of bis Holy Spirit ; and turn the
Pulpit of Fefus Cbrg into a Theatre of
their own Pomp and Vanity.  But God for-
bid I fhould think of teaching any fuch
Foppery to thofe that afpire to this facred
Fun&ion, and ought to know better
Thingst My Defign is only to fhew them
how to fpeak with fuch a Grace, thaté xan&

e
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ftead of giving their Hearers an Averfion,.
by a bad Pronunciation and a difagreeable
Gefture, they may edify them, not only
with their Difcourfe and Stile, but in fome
‘Meafure alfo by the Decency of their
Speaking, and the Finenels of their A&ion.
And I fhall give them Rules here for or-
dering both the one and the other {o band-
Jomely, and with fuch a Regard to good
Manners, that nothing may appear in it
againft Religion ; nothing that does not
become the Dignity of Preaching, the Ma-
jefty of the Subjet they are to handle, and
the Holinefs of the Place where they fpeak ;
nothing that does not breathe of Piety, of
Devotion, and of Zeal ; nothing thatisnot
fit to move in People all kinds of godly
Thoughts and religious Inclinations, and
to carry them on to Repentance, Charity,
and good Works. And where’s the
Harm of all this now ? Why, fay they, he
that ftudies in his Sermon, how torender his
Pronunciation and Gefture agreeable to the
Congregation, muft needs take morc Pains
to pleafe than to profit, and amufe himfelf
how to tickle their Ears, inftead of think-
ing ferioufly how to inftru&t their Minds
and edify their Confciences. *Tis true in-
deed, this is to pleafe their Senfes : But
then that Pleafure, as it tends to the Glo-
ry of Gsdandthe Converfion of their Souls,
as it attrats their Attention to the geod
- B2 Things
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Things they are #0/d, and helps their Me-
mories .to retain what they bear, it is,
without Doubt, very innocent, and very
holy and revgrend, as well as profitable
and pleafing. So that if 4&ion be fufpend-
ed from publick Devotion for pleafing the
Senfes, they may as well forbid the Ufz of
Mafick in the Church, becaufe it ftrikes the
Paffions of the Soul, and fets them atWork
upon Heaven: And yet the O/Md Teffa-
ment makes a laudable Praétice of it, for
finging the fweet Songs of Ifrael, and the ad-
mirable foft Airs of Sion ; -which their very
- Enemies, the Egyptians, would have been
glad to have heard from the Mouths of
the Ifraelites under the Affliction of their
Captivity : for they that led them away Cap-
tive required of them, then, a Song and Melo-
dy in their Heavinefs. Sing us one of the
" Somgs of Sion. But then the New Tefia-
ment alfo fanttifies the Ufe of Harmony and
Mufick in the Church, and makesita moft .
facred and neceflary Duty, to celebrate the
Honour, and keep up the Praifes of Gop, in
the Affemblies of the Faithful.

They object further yet. The Apofiles,
Jay they, never obferv’d any eof thefe
" Niceties. But who told them, 1 pray,
how thofe holy Men fpoke, or what kind
of Gefture they made ufeof in Preaching 2

It is certain that Fefus. Chbriff call’d St
Jemes and St Jobn, BoaNERGES; th@:
18
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is to fay, the Soms of Thunder: And
itis as eafy to infer from the Title, that,
when they came to preach the Gofpel; to
exhort People to Piety; to declaim a-
gaintt Error, Herefy, and Superfition ; a-
‘gainft Idolatry, and againft Vice; they
were not to do it with a faint and a low
Voice, but with all .the Vebemence, Terror
and Warmth, anfwerable to the Quality of
the Commiflion, and the Greatnefs of
the Controverfy. And when St Pawl
wept his Exbortations with fo many Tears,
as we find in the Book of the A4&s of the
- boly Apsftles, it is not to be imagin’d that
he fpoke them coldly, with a faint Gefture,
or a languifbing Voice. 1 grant indeed,
that the boly ripoftles never made this Ar¢
of Aftion theit Study; but then, tbey as
lictle ftudied ecither Grammar, or Logick,
or any other of the Parts of Rbetorick:
And muft we therefore prohibit the Ufe
of thofe Arts that are neceflary Keys to all
other Learning, becaufe they did not pore
upon them? 7bey kept to no certain Me-
thod in their Sermons, neither were they
tied up to the Rules the Doffors had laid
down ; and muft we therefore fall out with
the Way of Preaching that is prattifed at
this Day, both with good Order and De-
eency? They were never brought up in
the Academies, nor under the Difcipline
of the Schocls and of Tutors; and muft we
oo B3 cond¢mn
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condemn the Education of Univerfities,
and the Lecarning of Doors, at prefent,
becaufe tbey had no Occafion for it ? They
neither wrote nor ftudied their Sermons,
but fpake as the Holy Ghoft infpir’d them,
without Book; and muft we find Faule
with Divines now a-days for premeditating,
for writing, or for reading theirs? They
minded none of thefe Things, and made
Ufe of no fuch Helps ; becaufe they had
no Need of Arts, nor Metbods, nor Aca-
_demies, nor Doétors, nor Study; for the
Holy Spirit they receiv’d in their Baptifms,
and theimmediate /n/piration of Heaven,
- did abundantly blefs them, ex tempore, as
often as they preached, with all kinds of
Virtues, far above the Pitch of human In-
vention, farabove the Powers of A4r¢, the
Graces of Metbod, the Faculties of the A-
cademy, the Subtilties of the Doétors, and
the Reach of Study. And then tbey had
the Gift of Miracles too, which they no
fooner wrought at any Time, but the
Truth of their Preaching was demonftra-
ted, and People lay under the ftrongeft
Convictions of Senfe and Reafon: It was
but working a Miracle, and their’ Miffion
was as plain-as the Sun. But it is not /o
with #s now, that can neither pretend to
thofe infus’d Virtues, nor to thefe miracu-
lous Bleffings that were given them from
above: So that,"in fhort, -my Adverfaries
can

¥
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can draw no Argument from the fuperne-
sural Qualifications of thefe extraordinary
Preachers againft the buman Helps of E-
ducation and Study; the .acquired Arts
and Ornaments of Perfuafion, and the na-
#ural Mceans of Preaching which Men ufe
now a-days in an ordinary Capacity. -
However, fbey that have a fanatical
RQualm againft the Art of Affion, and make
a Scruple of-it, urge yet, that we ought
to leave this Kunack to Stage-players; who
propofe noother End to themfelves of 47-
ing Comedy and Tragedy, but to pleaje Peo~
ple, and sndulge a fond Inclination. But I
think, on the contrary, that it ought not
to be left fo, nor to be given up to Play- -
boufes; where the Affors make a very il}
Ufe of it, in proftituting it to their own
Ends of Imteref and Appetite. For if
thofe Minifters of fenfual Delights and pu-
blick Vanities, do lewdly abufe the Graces
of good Speaking and Gefture upon the Stage,
to excite the Wit of Youth to #Wantonnefs,
Propbanene(s and Immorality ; to ftirup their
Blood for Intemperance and Debauchery
and to fet their Paffions on Fire uponfalfe
Pleafures and imaginary Satisfactions ; the -
Minifters of Fefus Chrift know their Duty
better, and ought to make a holier Ufe
of A&ien. They are to fanétify it to the
Sérvice of the Church, the Edification of
the Faithful, and the Salvation of l\sdcnl;s
. ouls. -
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Souls. All the A&ion they ufe is only to
touch People’s Hearts with a more feeling
Senfe of found Dolirines and everlafting
Truths, and to raife their AffeCtions above
the Pitch of tranfitory Enjoyments. And
they need no more make ita Scruple to
fet forth their Sermons with all the Graces
of Speech, for fo good an End,. than bog-
gle at the ormamenting of the Tabernacle,
and the beautifying of the Houfe of Gop,
with the Gold of Egypt. Indeed, if any
Man prophane the Graces and Bleflings
of Gop, we muft immediately con-
demn the Abufe; but then the right Ufe
of them ought not to fuffer for it. This
is the Cz/e, and itis no contemptible one
neither. For I would fain know of thefe
Jerupulous Gentlemen, it a Man had a good
Delrvery and an admirable Geflure, either
by the Gift of Nature or Miracle, whether
they would not look upon it as a particu-
lar Favour of Gop, and the Blefling of
his Bounty? And would not #4ey be the
more willing to bear him then? Certain-
ly they would. Why then do they blame
a Man, that neither has thefe Graces naty-
rally- nor fupernaturally, which he may.
acquire yet by Art, Iudufiry and Exercife,.
for attempting to make himfelf Mafter of
ACfiion to the utmoft ot his Power and Ca--
pacity ? And what Sin is it, Ipray, to learn.
to [peak well? .

. So
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So much for the Point againft Preachbers,
and the Bufinefs of Divines. As to the
Lawyers in the next Place, this is the Rea-
fon of their- Seruple.: That God hath not
appointed -Men to the Pullick Minifiry of
Fuftice for this Purpofe ; that they are nat
called to the Bar to charm the Fudges with
Sounds and dazzle them withAppearances :

" They are not to endeavour to deceive them
with fine Wards, norto corrupt their Judg-
-ments with fair Speecbes; but to tell them
the naked Truth of Things, to fhew them
the bare Matter of Faéi they are to try,
in the plaineft Character and Stile, and to
plead the Juftice of a Caufe open’d in
Court from falid Reafons and clear Lights,
from the Laws efablifp’d, and from Re-
ports, Precedents, or Opinions given before
in fuch like Cafes. And what Need now
has the honeft 4dvocate, fgy they, for the
Harmony of #vice,and theGrace of Gefture,
to do this? So far the Objectionis goad :
And, in truth, as Arifietle obferves, if
Fuftice were diftributed as it ought to be,
Caufes might be determin’d by their own
Merit alone, without the Help of thefe
Faculties; and all external Afions and
Arts would be unneceflary. If Lawyers
alfo were always to plead before fuch Fudges
as fat in the Hall at Athens : that is to fay,
before Fudges of perfect Probity and down-
right Dealing ; Fudges, that over and above

their



22‘. The AR T of

their Integrity, were learned in the Law,
and well qualified for the Bench in every
Refpect; that beard Caufes impartially,
-with all imaginable Attention and Regard
to the Council on both Sides; and that
‘minded nothing but the Juftice of the I/~
Jue, and directed it always in favour of
Right, without Paffion or Prejudice to ei-
ther Party : If fo, Ifay, they needed not
trouble their Heads much about theGraces
of Pronunciation and Gefture, nor feek for
Exordiums, Perorations, Paffions, or any
other-Ornaments of Rbetorick. It would
be fufficient then for the Pleader, on the
Defendant’s Side, only to {et forth the
plain Truth of Things for them to give
-Judgment upon it ; to make out hisClient’s
Right and Title by Reafon and Law;
Practiceand Precedent 5 and to givea folid
Anfwer to all the Arguments that can be
brought againtt it by the Plaintiff’ s Council,
But, as it often happens that Lawyers have
to do before Fudges, who are not accom-
plith’d with all thofe good Qualities ; and,
it may be, never the worfe Men neither
for want of Underftanding and Capacity,
nor the lefs honeft for falling fhort of the
Attention of the Areopagus; and as thefe
Judges again are fometimes fo falfly pre-
poflefled by the plaufible Motions and
cunning Infinuations of the Council for the
Plaintiff, that they lie under the Biafs of
o . In-

~
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Inclination to determine the Caufe againft
Truth and Juftice ; itis abfolutely necef- .
fary, towards the better informing of their
Judgments, and the undeceiving of them
upon the T74al, to ufe fome Means or o-
ther to quicken them up for.a fair Hearing .
on behalf of the Defendant. Now there
is nothing like a fine Way of Spesking and
Gefture to make them take Notice of a
Plea, to recolle€t themfelves, and attend
impartially to the Merits of the Caufe:.
For, when a Cafe is truly ftated to their
very Eyes, as it were, with the Grace,
Paffion and Force.of Aftion, as it ought
to be adjudged; they muft needs be
moved with it in Spite of all Prejudice
and Prepofieflion, and atham’d to caft a
Man in the Face of the Court, that they
fée has manifeft Evidence, Reafon, and
"Right, on his Side. The bef# Caufe in the
W orld may foon be loft for want of Aé&ion.
This was the very Cafe of Rutilius, which
Gicero reports in his firft Dialogue of the
Qrator. The Council for the Prifoner were
Ratilius himfelf, Cotta his Nephew, and
Mucius: But they pleaded it fo fimply,
fays Tully, without any Ornament or Spi-
ritat all; asif it had been upona Trialin
Plato’s imaginary Common-wealth. Nota
Sigh nor an Exclamatien among them; no
Moan made, no Complaint, no Lamenta-
tion 3 no imploring of Autberity, nor Ad-

drefs
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drefs to the People’; and not one of them’
fo much as ever flamping bis Foot upon
the Greund all the while, or fhewing any
great Concers for the Matter : {fo that, in
fhort, it was fo indifferently managed that
- Rusilius was caft upon it: Whereas, if
Craffus had but pleaded-his Caufe with the.
ordinary Air and Gallantry of his 4o,
he had certainly carried his.Point, and ac-
quitted him with Honour. And though
itis granted, Rutilius thew’d a great Con-
ftancy of Mind, and a wonderful Confi-
dence in his own Innocency, by this Way
of Proceeding; neverthelefs he could not
be much commended for it, nor promife
himfelf any great Praife for his Pleading in
fuch a cold irrefolute Manner. - His Be-
haviour was fatal. He play’d the Sroick
too much upon.this Occafion, and would
neither ufe the Means he might lawfully
do for his Liberty, nor make his Defence
with that Heat and Vigour which his Cau/e
deferv’d: So that he was condemn’d and
banith’d ; and at once depriv’d the Com-
mon-wealthof his Prefence, of his good Ex-
ample, of his wife Councils, and of his greas
Services. But, after all, perhaps he did
this on Purpofe; chufing a Retirement
rather intoa Country where he was beloved -
and-efteem’d, than to live any longer at
Rome, either at the Difcretion or under
the Difcountenance of Sy/a, and engage
him-
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himfelf in the Broils and Difturbances of

Government.
Befides this, fine Afon and good Speak-
ing do not only conduce very much to
make the Fudges more attentive and cau-
tious, but to convince them alfo that the’
Orator is in good earneft, fincere and in-:
genuous : For, as Connificius fays, they are
the greateft Signs of his Veracity, and
that he fpeaks from the Bottom of his
Heart ; while 7bey that want either one.
or the other, fcem not to believe zbem-
Jelves what they would have the Fudges
believe; becaufethey thew no Manner of
Concern nor Impatience for it. This
made Cicero fay to an Orator of his Time,
that had manag’d his Client’s Caufe but
very coldly, If what you faid there was
not falfe, wonld yom bave pleaded in that
Fafbion ? Where was your Grief and your
Grievance, your Fury and your Fire ? Yon
Jhew’dus no Paffion of the Mind, no A&ion
of the Body ; and you were fo far from en-
Slaming osr Spirits, or awakening our Fudg-
ments, that we bad much a-do to hold from
Sleeping in Court. Whentherefore a Lawyer
makes it his Bufinefs to /peak to his Judges
with an agreeable i and Tore, it is not
to cox or corrupt them ; it is not to court
or cajole them with his fine Ma/n, nor to
inveigle them with his fair Toague : But,
on the contrary, hls plauf ble Pronuncia-
C ’ tion
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zion and Gzflure is only te oblige them to
do bim Fuftice, and to difcharge their swn
Duty ; it is to keep up their Senfes from
falling afleep, and their Minds from
wandering; itis to induce them to take
¢he whole Matter into their ferious Confi-
deration, with the utmoft Attention of
their Ears to the Truth and Right of
. whatis fo fairly made out totheir Eyes ; itis
to prepare them for judging according to
Law and Eguity: It is, in fine, if there
wereno other Reafon for it, to /peak Things
as Nature and Reafon would have them
Jpoken ; and every Body knows that a us-
tural Way of [peaking is befi.

Befides, I muft urgeone Argument more
for it, which feems to be very confide-
rable initfelf, and as well worth my while
to take Notice of : and that is 2bis 3
honeft Men fhould detly themfelves zbefe
Arts of Perfuafion in a good Caufe, others

~swould make ufe of them in a bed One:
Whereas there’s all the Reafon in the
World they fhould be equally match’d,
and difpute it out upon fair Terms. The
Good, at leaft, ought to be as well arm’d,
as the Bad. 1 may fay as much of AéZion
alfo for Divines, and apply tbat in parti-
cular to it which St Aufiin fays in general
concerning, all Eloquence, in his fourth
Book of Cbriftian Dotirine : Seeing that.
it js the Bufinefs of Rhetorick to perfuade
Things
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Things true and falfe indifferently, who is it
dares [ay that Truth ought not to be guarded
againft Falthood, or that a Perfon defend-
ing it ought not to be in Arms againfi a
Fi&ion or a Lye? As if they that endea-
wvour to perfuade an Untruth, fbould know
bow to obtain the Good-will and Attention
of their Hearers by a fine Preamble, or a
fair Exordium, and other People fbould
know nothing at all of the Art of it : Asif
fome might fet forth a Falthood with
Quaintnefs and Colour, to a Probability, and
otbers Jbould affert & Truth with fo kittle
Ceremony, that the very dull Recital of 3¢,
at length, would make it difficult to be un-
derfloed, and bard to be believed, if not in-
eredible :  As if thofe, on the one Hand,
wiight encounter Truth with polifh’d and [pe-
cious Pretenfions, and efiablifb their Falfity
into the Bargain with plaufible Arguments ;
and thefe, on the other, might neither de-

fend what is true, mor contute what is falfe, .

wilh the Graces of Larguage : As if thofe,
again, fhould bave [uch an Influence over
the Minds of their Hearers, whom thty go
about to [educe with fair Speeches, as to

make them comceive Things with Appreben- -

Jfon or Afonifbment, with Sadnefs or with ‘

Foy, to raife the Paffions, and to turn them
to what Point of Doflrine they pleafe; and
thefe, that engage for Truth, fbould make
afe of neither Artifice nor Ornament, but
' " C2 Band
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Band like Stocks, dull, unconcern*d, and im-
- potent, without all manner of Aétion and
Vigour. HWha can be fuch a Blockhead
as to entertain fo extravagant & Thought 2
Since Eloquence therefore bas a mighty
Power to perfuade Things falfe as well as
true, and is left 80 the Difcretion of thefe that
bave a-mind to make ufe of it 3 why fhould
not good Men fudy to maintain the Caufe
of Truth, whenill Men put it in Prattice to
defend Injuftice, 2o fupport Error, and to
compafs their own wicked Ends ? )
In fine, there are others yet that defpife
this Art, and reckon upon it for fuperfiu-
ous: For, fay they, Nature has taught a
Man to do well enough both as to his
Pronunciation and Gefture ; both how to
exprefs and how to behave himfelf. But
they might even as well fay, that fince
God has given the Earth Power to pro-
duce Bread for the Food of Man, and
Wine to make his Heart glad ; therefore.
it will.do it well enough of it/felf, and the
Art of Tilling s ufelefs : That Man, being
of a reafonable Nature, therefore it figni-
fies nothing to teach him the 4r¢ of Logick
and right Reafoning: That his Creator,
having made him a fociable Creature, and
endued him with all neceflary Qualities
for Converfation and Bufinefs, therefore
he need not trouble his Brain about AZs-
vality, or Qeconomicks, or Poljticks : TGha; _
- . i o
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That God having blefled him with the Ufe
of Speech, andthe Faculty of Reafon, therew
fore ’tis needlefs for him to ftudy how to
exprefs himfelf with Purity and Politenefs,.
or the Arz ?f [peaking int the moft plaufible
Manner of Perfuafion, And certainly
they would be much in the Right of it
if the Earth were as fettile in one Place
" asit is in gnother 3 or if Liesground, and
Land that lies untill’d, would bring forth:
as good Fruit, and as much of it too, as
Arable, or that whic is cultivated with
Art and Indufiry 3 if Nature were equally
reafonable and regular in all Men ; if they
had the fame Capacities, and were all a-
ke free from Imperfeition and Nonfenfes
if one Man could reafon as well as ano-
ther, without knowing any Thing of the
Rules of Argament 3 if this Man’s Con-
du¢t and Temper were as difcreet as his -
Neighbour’s, either in facred, civil, or
fecular Societies ; and that Man’s Example
were as good as this Man’s Precept ; if
they all {poke alike, or had the Faculty
of talking with the fame Purity and Power
of Perfuafion, without the Help of any
Art.  But there’s a great deal, of Inven-
#iox wanting to bring Things to this Per-
fection ; for, as to the Ear:b, it is not
all alike fruitful : Some Ground is barren,
and produces nothing at all; and fome
- mext to nothing, brings forth only wild
C3 Briers
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Briers and Brambles, Thiftles and Thorns 3
and the d¢ff thatis, ftands in need of being
&:°d with Labour, and improv’d accord-
ing to the Rules of good Hufbardry. As
to Men, indeed, they all reafon well upon
Things in fome meafure; but not fo. well
as they might do, one would think, be-
ing endued with Reafon and Underftand-
ing: So that it is neceflary to affitt Na-
dure by Art, both to teach thofe People
the true Way of Reafoning that know
nothing of it, and to improve thofe to ‘2
Felicity of Argumentation that do know
it, and yet lay Things but very oddly to-
gether. They all live well in pudlick So-
eieties, generally fpeaking, as they .are fo-
ciable Creatures; but in private ones,
particular Neigbbourboods, Callings, and
Capacities, they many Times behave them:
felves very untowardly, one againft ano-
ther : And therefore-the Precepts of Mo
ral Philofophy are both very ufeful and
neceffary to reform them, and to teach
them better Manners. They all have the
right Ufe of [peaking too ;. but moft Mex
do not fpeak fo well as might be withed
for, upon extraordinary Occafions, to per-
fuade People, and to convince all that
bear them, in Matters of Truth and Ju-
ftice : So that they ftand in need of be-
ing furnifhed with the Rules of Grammar
and Rbetorick, to fpeak fine and agreeably,

' ' to

h ¥
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to exprefs themfelves to Perfestion, and
to come off at laft with Swccefs and Ap-
plaufe. Now, Afion lies under as great
Difadvantages as Narsure. Every one has -
his particular Fancy, as his own Genius or
ether Men’s Examples lead him to it =
But fome have a Way of speaking and
moving far more proper to pleafe the Eye,
charm the Ear, and move the Paffions,
than others bgve. Hence came the Anci-
ents to take notice ef thofe exeellent O-
rators that were famous for this Faculty's
and finding that, by this Means, they
were much better beard, and convinced
People far more powerfully than others
did, they have carefully obferved- what-
ever was moft genteel, delicate and charm-
ing, in their Foice and their 4ir. They
have likewife, upon confidering the Rea-
fon and Force of their Aftion, laid down
fome Precepts of it, and left them ad-’
drefled both to the Students. of their own
Time, and to all Pofterity. Such Rules
of Agtion and Rbetorick 1 propofe here to
give Gentlemen that have occafion to
{peak in publick Places, to qualify them
either for Preaching, or the Praétice of the
Law. 1 defign to fhew them how to
JSinifb what Nature has but juft begun; and
to teach them how to do that by Ru/e and
good Condué?, which otherwife they would
do only by Chance or. Hap-bazard ; toldo
. that
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that with Decewcy, which otherwife they
would be apt to do either too fovenly or
too finically; to do that with Variety and
Diftinétion, which otherwife they would
huddle up in Confufien of Circumitance and
Order; and, in a word, to do that 2 pro-
pos, which they would often do imperti-
nently and at a Venture, were they not ac-
complifh’d with #bis Ars. *Twas by this
Study, and-the Pratice of fuch Rules as
thefe, that Demofthenes and Ciceroattain’d
to {o wonderful a-Faculty of Perfuafion
which got them the Reputation and Cha-
racter of being the greateft Orators that
ever were heard of among the Grecians or
theRomans. For the firft and fecond Times
Demaoftbenes pleaded at Athensin his natu-
ral Way of fpesking, without obferving
any Rule of the Voice, he was biffed for his
bad Delivery, and the remarkable Vices of
his Pronsnciation; but after he had been
trained up to it a while under AMdafers of
the Art, he was beard with univerfal Ap-
plaufe, and bumm’d to Admiration: And
’tis as clear as Day, that it was 4éion did
his Bufinefs; for & /chines having once re-
cited to the Rbodians a Speech which this
great Orator had made againft him, and
feeing them all admire it, 77l faid he,
And bow would you bave admired it then,
if you had heard it from bis own Mouth 2
Cicero again, when he firft put himfelf
upon

pune

- i \ :
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upon pleading at Rome, was mightily com- -
mended and cried up for a very fine Wit

but his Delivery was naught, and his Way

of fpeaking did not rake at all; becaufe

he kept neither to Rule nor Meafure with
his Voice, and his Sounds were very harfh

and unpleafant. But when he had polifhed

off his Roughnefs, and, by the Help of -
his Tutors, had refined his Pronunciation

to the utmoft Degree of Perfection, he

was preferred, on all Hands, before the

moft eminent Lawyers of his Standing,

He over-ruled every Thing afterwards in

the Courts of Fudicature, and for the moft

part gained what Point foever he pleafed

there, upon the Honour and Excellency

of his Pleading.

After all tbis now, can any Man have
the Face to fay, that thefe Precepts of Afi-
on are either unprofitable or unneceffary 2
and will not the whole World grant me
that it is worth while to know and obferve
them ? For, can a Man take too much
Pains to be eloguent 2

CHAP
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'C H A P. IIL

Direttions for Action, to Youxne
MEN that have a-mind to fludy horw
1o fpeak well in publick.

IWrite this little Tract of Afion chiefly
for young Gentlemen that devote them-
felves either to the Pulpit or to the Bar,
and I come now to thew them how necef
an Art¢itis; butl think myfelf o-
bliged, by the Way, to give them rwo D;-
relisons, that may be very ferviceable te
their Study, and make them good Profs-
cients, with a little Pains and Exercife.
My firff Advice then is this; that they
begin to ftudy it betimes, and betake them-
felves to the Praétice of it as often as they
can conveniently, for féar of falling inte
the Imperfections and Vices of [peaking
that are here exploded. It is an eafy
Matter for them at firft to prevent an odd
Way of Expreffion, and an- ill-fafbioned
Gefture, before they have taken any Biafs,
or Nature ftands a-bend upon it; but
when they have once got an ungenteel Ha-
bit, and confirmed it by Cuffom, and Time
200, it is very difficult at leaft, not to fay
impoflible, either for them ever to unlearn
it again, or for me to unteach it: So that

they muft make it the Bufinefs of their
. Youth,

t

-
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ZYisth, up to Yearsof Difcretion and Em-
ployment. That’s the Time when Nature
is fittelt to be wrought upon by Art;
- when it is moft docile and apt to receive
the Impreflions of Education. They are
not to put it off to any other Age, when
Nature will be hardened and grown more
inflexible. ’Tis true, when they come to
Maturity and Manbood, they wil] beft
know their own Failings, and the Imper-
fections they labour under; but then,
perhaps, let them repent never fo much.
of it, the Misfortune will be paft Cure,
or elfe it will be too late for Men to think .
of refining at Thirty or Forty. There’s
no Difcipline can corret an.overgrown -
Error, no Recovery of Time that is loft,
and no Renmtedy againt the Regifier. For
- the Purpofe, it will not be impertinent
to tell you, that I have found many wor-
thy Perfons, who came too late to the
. Knowledge of the Rules of this Art, lay
it extremely to Heart that they had not
the good Fortune to fall upon it fooner,
in an Age when they might have made
fome Progrefs in it: and ome I knew a-
mongft the reft, that had extraordinary
good natural Parts, and was excellently
qualified to fpeak in a publick Charaéler ;.
but he had never kept up to any Rule or
Meafure, either in his Speaking or Gefture :
So that, although- he found out hisF :uvlv;
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Faults and Infirmities at laft, by.the Help.
of a Friend that taught him 7bis Ar¢, he
durft not venture on mending the Matter
at that Age of Habit, for fear of lofing
his Labour ; and fo he defpaired ever to
*do any Good in it. But certainly he had
all the Reafon in the World for his Refo-
Jution ; tfor he would never have had any
Succefs in it, through the natural Violence,
Liberty, and Confidence of his Temper 3
and the Rules he thould have been tied up
to, would not only have cramped him in-
tolerably, but al{o fpoiled his chief Talent
and Excellency ; which was, the Boldnefs
and the Freedom of his fpeaking. -
My next Caution.is tor young People,
that are naturally bent upon Imitation,
and efpecially the Imitation of thofe Per-
fons that brought them up, as their Fatbers
and T utors, whoare moft in theirThoughts,
and beft in their Opinions, to take Care
left they imitate them in Things contrary
to Art and Reafon: For they ought to
examine the Practice of their Parentsand
Mafters, as well as other Men, by the Rules
of this Art of Speaking and Gefture, asthey .
are bound to enquire into their Morals, and -
to diftinguifh their boneft Aftions from dif- -
koneft ones, by the Word of God and the
Principles of Morality, with a Defign to
fly the Bad and follow the Good. Young
Gentiemen, 1 fay, ought ¢o take great Care.
in
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in this Matter, becaufe Children often imi-
tate their Fatbers in the one as well as the
otber, without diftinguithing upon the
%ality of their Manners. Witnegoyoung
Alcibiades, that followed his Father’s Steps
to a Faul: : He imitated him in fpeaking
faft and thick, one Word crippling another.
He tofs’d up bis Head, and turn’d bis
Neck askew like bim too ; and walk’d the
Streets a-trip, as foftly.as be did, with the
fweeping Train of a Gown at his Heels,
out of Pride, Foppery, and Affectation ;
as Archippss, a Poet in thofe Days, hit
him once in the Teeth with it. Scholarsin-
deed have commonly fo great an Efteem
and Veneration for their Maffers, that they
are too apt to admire and practife their
Vices as well as their Virtues. So we read
that Plato’s Scholars imitated his clownith
‘Way of fbrugging up bis Shoulders; and
Ariftotle’s affeCted his Stammering. Thus
likewife; Alexander the Great imitated Le- -
onidas his Governor’s Example, in ma-
king too fwift Marches, and in fatiguing
his Army to DeatR® almoft upon Exploic
and ViGory; and he could never break
himfelf of it. And if there’s any Tator’
in an Univer/fity happens to have an Impe-
diment in his Speech 5 wheezes, as if he had
got a Bur in his Throat ; fuuffles thro’ the
Nofe, or pronounces feveral Words and
Letters very unbandfomely, not to fay worfe,
. D you
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you fhall find his Pupils for the moft pare
copy him, and contra&t the fame Vices
by Imitation: And why? Becaufe he is
the Pattern of all their 4#ions, good or
bad, without Diftin&tion. The fame Ob-
Jjéction lies againtt the Imitation of other
great Men too ; who are not without their
Failings, let them be never fo well quali-
_fied and accomplithed. Every Man of
us has his weak Side: As for Inftance,
M. Briffon, the Prefident, {ays Monfieur
du Vair, was a Man of excellent Learn-
ing and Parts, and had the beft Faculties
in the World for Eloquence ; but his Ae-
tion was naught: He ftood a/ways in the
. Jame Pofture, was farch’d and fiff-neck’d,
lift up his Eyes, and fix’d them upon
Heaven as if he had been going to Prayers;
which, fome People fay, he did for Fear of
_being dlvcrtcd from his Bufinefs, and di-
fturbed in his Memory, by the Varicty of
Objests.

And therefore young Menwould do well
to apply themfelves as much as poffible to
the Perfetions of fuch great Perfons as
thefe ; but for the Faults they find inter-
mix’d with their good Qualities, they muft

. have a Care of not runningaway with tbens
too, left they fet up for their Afzion, as the
noify Followers ot Sereca did, for bis Elo-
cution. He was a very brave Man, and a
very great Wxt, no Doubt of it; fo that

the
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the young People in his Days had good -

Reafon to ftudy to be like bim, and to~
follow fo fine an Example : But, as Quin-
tilian fays, he had a great many good Faults
and it was his agreeable Vices they chiefly
endeavoured to imitate, becaufe they found
the leaft Difficulty init; and whatever was
the moft eafy was-the mott of their Bufi-
nefs. Befides, fays he, when ‘they took
upon them to fpeak as be did, inftead of
doing him an Honour, or a Piece of Ju-
ftice, they did but do him a Diskindnefs,
and dé¢famed him with their Affectationdnd
Foppery. ‘There are many others yet,
now-a-days, not only among young Stu-
dents, but alfo among Men whe ate come
to Years of Difcretion and Government,
and Men of Senfe too, that commit the
fame Error. They think the Vices of
their Language fufficiently warranted by
the Authority of fo great a Man as Seweca,
and their Stile current enough by his Way
of Writing. But we muft be govern’d’
in this Matter, as in every Thing elfe,
by Reafon, and not be led away by Ex-

ample.

Dz CHAP
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. C H A P IV
Of SPEAKING; and, 5/20)‘ all, whar
0

the ORATOR mu to be heard
without Difficulty and Trouble.

T HE firft Phing to be confidered in
R - this Treatife is Promunciation, or
- Speaking, as it regards the Satisfaction of
the Ear; which is called the Organ of
Learning, or the Senfe of Difcipline : That
is to fay, it is the Hearing which conveys
the firf} Principles of all Sciences, and the
Precepts of all Arts, to the Underfanding.

- Give me Leave to fay then, that the
Orator’s chief Bufinefs ought to be to
Jpeak, in his Place, fo as to be beard and
underfrood with Eafe: For if he were not
beard at all, he would fpeak to no Pur-
pofe s and if he were not well beard, with-
out Difficulty, he would lie under thefe two
Difadvantages = The one is, that People
would be unwilling to give themfelves
the Trouble of bearing him'; for whatever
is difficult to the Ear, muft needs be begrd
with Chagrin and Impatience, becaufe it
requires fo much Attention : And then a-
gain, the Auditory that could have the Pa-
tience for a.while, would, without Doubt,
be_harangued quite out of Humour, and
difcouraged from braring bim out, if this
o forced
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forced Attention were to hold for any /ong
Time. The other Difadvantage would.
be this, that when the Ear was at fo much
Pains to make out his #ords, the Mind
would be fo much thé Jefs attentive to the
Matter of his Difcourfey which is always
the beft worth our while and our bearing.

But, to avoid both thefe Inconveniences,
he had need have a clear and a ffrong Voice 5
if not to the fame Degree of Perfection
that Tracballus had, who, Quintilian tells.
us, upon four Courts fitting all at once in
the Fulian Hall, for the hearing of Caufes
and the Difpatch of Juftice, was heard,
and underftqod, and commended, not only
by the fir, where he pleaded, but by all
Jour : Such a Voice. at leaft he fhould have
as would fill the Place where he fpeaks.
For St Auftin very well obferves, that the
Voice ought to be fo loud as to reach the
fartheit Ear of the Auditory. Some Men
" ‘have fuch a Poice naturally; others have
it only partly by Nature and partly by
Art, as they perfect the one by the Exer-
cife of the otber; and fome again have it
not at all, nor know which Way in the
World. to attain it. Now, he that Na-
#ure had endowed with this Faculty to a
Degree of Eminence, has a great Gif?,
without Quettion, for ,/peaking ; and isin
a fair Way to make an elequent Man, it

he but difcharge his own Duty, and im-
D 3" . prove
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prove fo good a Talent to the beft Ad-
vantage : But, on the other hand, if Na-
ture has given 2 Man no fuch Bleffing, and
his Vvice be good for nothing, thro’ fome
Indifpofition of bis -Organs, cither of the
Tomgue, the Throat, the Breaft, or the
Lungs ; or if he has any notorious Li/ping
and invincible Hefitation or Stammering in
his Speech, I cannot advife him better than
Apollonius, the Rbetorician, did thofe Gen-
2lemen that would have learned bis Art of
him: For, as foon as he faw they wanted
the natural Endowments that were abfolute-
ly neceffary to qualify them for the Work,
- he pronounced upon their Incapacity, and
declared for their ftudying fomething elfe,
rather than beat their Brains about an Ex- -
ercife which was not in. the 4r? of Man
to teach them with Credit or Succefs; and
run the Risk of forcing Nature to the
Prejudice of their Health; which, nextto -
their very Being, was the moft valuable
Thing under the Sun, and the greateft
Good they had to preferve. . -
However yet, if he has all:the other
Parts and Powers of Oratory, and wants
only tbis one Qualification, 1 would have
him make Ufe of- his Talent, and do as
Ifocrates did under the fame Imperfetion
of fpeaking, who excell’d in every Thing
elfe but his Voice. . I knew, fays he, in
bis PANATHENAICON, that my Nature was
too

A
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too foft for Attion, and my Voice too feebie
and puny to fpeak as I fbould do upon Pu<
blick Affairs. I found myfelf sungualified,
in this refpect, for Harangue, and yet, me-
thought, I was capable of conceiving the
Truth of Things as well as gtbers that
bragg’d more of their Faculties and Know-
ledge, tho’ not of [peaking them fo well off
the Lip in a great Aflembly ; for F want
the two main Things that do the Work of an
Orator among us, Voice and Confidence,
as much as my Neighbours: -gndthey that
are not furnifbed with thefe Excellencies,
are of no Eficem in the World: However,
1 bad fo much Courage left yet, that I could
not bring myfelf to refolve upon leading a
Life of Qbfcursty and Difbonour : Ss that,
being unfit for managing the Bufine[s of Law,
and no-way qualified for publick Employ-
ment, I betook myfelf to the private Study
of Wifdom, and towritemy Senfe of Things 5
- mot upon fuch little Subjects as Deeds, Bar-
gains, Covenants, or Contralts derwixt
* Man and Man; but upon the State of
Greece, upon the Publick Affairs of Go-
vernment and of Kings.

In this Cafe, let him take my Counfel,
and follow the Example of that great Ora-
tory and tho’ he cannot fet off his Ha-
rangues with the Graces of good Speaking
and Geflure, 1 would advife him to make
Amends for that Failing by Figyres dthat

: adorn
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adorn the Speeck, and foften the Sound of
Words ; by fine Turns of Expreffion;
by the elegant Numbers of . Oratory, and
the delicate Cadences of his Periods : So
that his Difeourfes, like Ifocrates’s, may
be agreeable enough of themfelves, with-
out Action, or without being read with
much 4r¢ and Stsudy. But the Man that
lies under no greater Impediment than of
having only a8 wesk Voice, need not de-
‘fpair, nor be difcouraged from attempting
to fpeak upon pablick Occafions, but ought
to do what he can rather to ftrengthen
it, and accomplith it for that Purpofe.
Demoftbenes did fo, and gained his Point
too, However, Plutarch fays in his Life,
that he had naturally a weak Poice, an Im-
pediment in his Speech, a fbort Breath; and
yet he ventured, in fpight of Fate, and all
his Failings, to fpeak publickly rwice:
but he was biffed both Times, He adds
alfo, that the Orator being difcountenanced
by this bad Succefs, made his-Complaint
to Satyrus, to this Effet : That be took
more Pains than any Orator of them all,
" and could never yet pleafe Pesple. Why,
fays Satyrus, «“TakenoThought, Man, I’ll
mend that Matter prefently, I warrant
you.”” Upon this he made him repeat
fome Verfes out of Euripides or Sopbocles ;
* . which he did, you muft think, with a very
ill Grace. But'when he had made fuch

Stuff

hY
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Stuff of it, Satyrus faid the fame Verfes af-
ter him; and be gave them fuch an Air
in the Repetition, fpoke them with an Ac-
cent and a Gefture {o fuitable to the Sub-
Ject, that Demoftbenes himfelf thought them
quite another Thing, and difcovered his
own Failing and Infirmity. Eunomus and
Andronicus,twogreat Mattersof Rbetorick,
gave Demofthenes the fame Advice too, and
the fame Encouragement; and, afterthat,
he fell upon the Study of this Ar¢ of
Speaking and Gefture with the utmoft Ap-
plication and Eagernefs. - Well then, and
what came of it at laft? Why, firft he
built himfelf a lictle Clofer under Ground,
and then he went down thither every Day
to practife his Voice, and manage his Body.
He would often ftay there two or three
Months together, poring upon this Study ;
and he would fhave his Head half-way,
on Purpofe, when he had a-mind to go
abroad either upon Bufinefs or Diverfion,
that he might not appear in the Condition
and Drefs he was in there. There did he
exercife himfelf with no little Contention
and Force, upon fpeaking what he had read
and what he had got &y Heart, with a loud
Voice: {o that his Organs open’d by De-
rees, and his Psice clear’d up very fen-
1bly, and grew ftronger every Day than
other. But he had many other great Diffi-
culties to. encounter befides zbss. His
T Tongue
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Tongue was fo grofs that he could not [peak
his Words plain and diftinct, nor pronounce
fome Letters at all, as the R in particular;
- which made People fay in a Foke, that he
knew not fo much as how to pronounce
the firft Letter of the Name of his Ar+.
He was fo fbort-winded in the next Place,
that he could /pesk but a very few Words
together without taking his Breath upon
it; which was a refly and droken-winded
kind of Premunciation. The great Noife
of *Affemblies before which he was to fpeak,
was another Difficulty he had to furmount :
But, for all this, he found out a Way to
overcome every one of thefe Obftructions,
Firft, he cured the Groffne/s of his Tengue
by putting Pebble-fones in his Mouth, that
he pick’d up out of the purling Stream ;
which was a very troublefome Experiment
to him, and hindered his Speech mightily
at firft: but afterwards, when he came to
ractife without Pebbles in his Moutb, he -
ound the good Effects of it inthe Liberty
of his Tongue, and the Facility of fpeaking.
He broke himfelf of éreatbing fhort,in the
next Place, by running up Hill, and repeat-
ing over certain Verfes, or fome Semtences
of his Harangues that he had by Heart,
bolt upright as he went ; which ftrength-
ned his Lungs, and made him /ong-winded.
. And, laft of all, he conquer’d the Clamour -
of Affemblies, by going now and then tltxo
. N c

(
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the Sea Shore, when it was moft troubled,
boifterous, and roaring at full Sea, [aying
off fome or othet of his Orations there
alowd, and ftriving to raife his Poice above
the murmuring Noifes of the #aves. So
that, in fine, he made himfelf abfolute
Mafter of Spesking. And, for Geflure,
he took this Method ; after he was well
-inftructed in the Precepts and Exercife of
it, he had a great Looking-glafs made him,
where he might fee all his Sbhapes at once
in full Proportion and Symmetry, and know
how to corret every Motion, or Poflure
of his Body, which tranfgrefs’d the Rules-
of Art that his Maffers had taught him,
by the Help of fo juft a Reflexion. By
this Means he became at laft onc of the
beft Speakers of the Age he liv’d in, for
Action as well as for all the other Parts of
Oratory. Well then, Gentlemen, imitate
Demofthenes, towards the accomplifhing
of this Work. Do but give yourfelves
Jo much Trouble as the Thing will require,
- and your Nature witl eafily bear up to it}
and I will warrant the reft, both for Suc-
cefs and Applaufe. It will make you as
good Orators as the beft Favourite of them
all at the Bar.
Have you a weak Voice then ? Make it
your Bufinefs to for¢ify it as much as pof-
fible. Whatever you read, or get off

Book, {peak it out aloud, and make it
‘ your
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your own by Promunciation. This Exer-
cife, if it be moderate, is very good for
your Healtd ; but you muft have a fpecial
Care at firft not to over-firain your Voice.
And therefore Plutarch very well recom-
mendsfeveral Exercifes of the Body to other
People, that may conduce to the Health
as well as divert ; but he appoints no
other for thofe Perfons that fpeak upon
pudlick Occafions, than what their Profeffion
obliges them to in courfe ; that is, to be
often difcourfing and baranguing, or at
leaft reading out aloud, and raifing up the
Veice as bigh as Nature will well bear:
an Exercife, in his Opinion, far more
wobvlefome and ufeful for this Purpofe than
all s ;. for, fays be, while other Mo-
siows only fet the Limbs at work, and ftir
the aternal Members of a Man, the Voice
exercifes a nobler Part of the Body, and
ftrengthens the Lungs that give it Breath,
It augments the natural Heat, thins the
Blocd, cleanfes the Veins, “opens all the
Arteries, prevents every Obftruction, and
keeps the grofs Humours from thickening
into a Mifchief. But if this Exercife
proves too hard for you, toe violent for
your Confiitution, or too dangerous for
your Breaft and your Lungs, you may
then very well be allowed the Conduct of
managing it, as St Ambrefedid ; who, St~
Auftin tells us, ufed to read low down to
bim-

b
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bimfelf to preferve his Psice, becaufe he
knew well enough if it had been fpent in -
his private Readings, it would have failed
him upon his publick Performaunces. How-
ever, in the mean time, you would do
~ well to be turning over a Leaf now and-
then, and reading fome Pages aloft, to
try your Strength, and to keep up the
Vigour of your Voice.

‘Are you apt to faulter in your Speech 2
Accuftom yourfelf, in your private Lec-
tures and Rebearfals, to pronounce your
‘Words and Syllables fo difinctly, one af-
ter another, that they may all have their
Jull Sound and Proportion. And when
once you have got a Habit of [peaking
intelligibly plain, you may afterwards ex- -
prefs yourfelf more flaently, without maf-
Sling through a Sentence. But do you
find it a difficult Matter to avoid this
Fault of Stammering in fome Cafes, as
upon fet Ferms of [peaking, or Phrafes
that you commonly make Ufe of ? Why
then, if you cannot otherwife bring your
Bufinefs about, as ’tis impoffible for {omé
JSuttering People to doit, it is but changing
the Order of the Words, inferting a fmooth.
Particle or two, and putting a fynonymous
Word in here and there for that which
made you faulter, and you’ll gain your
Point with the greateft Facility ima-

inable,
g E It
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If you cannot pronounce the Letfer
(R), after all the Pains you have taken ta
matter the Weaknefs, and think it in vain
to atcempt it againtt a natural Incapacity 5
you are not to give it over yet for an Jm-
peffibility 5 but to ufe all Means within the
Power of Nature and of Art, to corre&
the Error, and conquer the Difficulty.
For, altho’ the Athenians, that had fo nice -

~and dekicate an Eqr, could endure this
Imperfetion in Alibiades, it was either
out of the fond Affection and Favour they
had for his Perfon, or becaufe he had fome
other Charms in his Pronunciaticn to
make Amends for it ; and they thought
that it gave a certain natural Grace and
Attration to whatfoever he faid : But if
Stammering be a Vice for all that, which
very much offends the Ear, renders the
Expreflion often ambigucus to the Under-
ftanding, and is made the Subje&t of
Railery and Ridicule, (as the Poets of
thofe Days give us to underftand it was
laugh'd at in the Theatre of Athens) we
ought to endeavour the Correction of it
for our own Intereft, and need not defpair
either of Power or Capacity to do it, by
good Inftruction and conftant Prattice.
Thus Demsflberes indufirioufly, refined his
Prenunciation of the (R); and thus may
you as well pertet yours too, if you pleafe.
And it this donot come up to your Point,
of
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of pronouncing that Letter roundly, with
“the utmoft Liberty and Volubility in the
World ; provided yet that you do but
Ppronounce it indifferently well, in fome De~
gree only of Perfection, it will be fuffi-
cient, perhaps, to eftablith you a Reputa-
tion of having the Grace of it among fome

or other of your Hearers.
" There are fome Perfons again that are
affeCted with amother Vice, which the Greek
Rbetoricians call Plateafm ; that is to fay,
a broad Way of [pecking, with the Mouth
wide open, and of bellowing out a great
Sound, but nothing fo confufed and in-
, articulate as the Noife of it; infomuch
that a Man may hear them a great Way
off with Eafe, but underftand no more of
their bawling than the Bruit of wild Beafts.
Now this 1s not Nature’s Fault, but a
Vice of meer Affectation and Conceit ; for
thefe noify People affcét to fpeak open
mouth’d, and fancy that this thundering
Clatt of theirs gives Power and Majefty
to their Speech : But, on the contrary, ’ts
this deprives it of its greateft Virtue and
Perfection ; whichis, to be well beard every
Word of it, and well underfloed in all its
Parts. Befides that, it robs it of its very
- being a Speech too 5 for there’s not a Word
in it, but only an snarticulate Huddle of
Sound and #sice. And where’s the Elo-
cution of unintelligible Gibberige? We
E 2 muft
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muft therefore take Care to avoid this
Way of Speaking, that renders a Difcourfe
as contemptible to the Hearing, as it is
unprofitable to the Underflanding : For
Jive or fix Words, pronounced in this Fa-
thion, muft needs make us lofe the Senfe
of a whole Sentence; and many Semtences
{o il fpoken, and fo ill beard, muft nceds
endanger the underftanding of a whole
Difcourfe : So that a Man can carry no-
thing away with him, either of #eat or of
perfect, from fuch a clamorous Harangue,
and fo clownifh a Piece of Fargon.

There’s another Vice of [peaking, yet
qQuite contrary to the former, which the
Grecians have called Czloftomy. It confifts
in mumbling, when a Man does not open
his Mouth wide enough for his Words. He
makes a confounded Noife, rumbling about
the Roof of his Mouth, as if he were
{peaking out of a Cave or a Churn; but
hardly ever fends forth one diftinct Sound
all the while on this Side his Teeth, or
conveys you one articulate Word farther
than his Lips : And this hollow Way of
Jpeaking is no lefs troublefome and dif-
agreeable than that above mcntioned.

I am now to advance only two Words
more upon the Orator’s Care to be beard
and underfood without Difficulty. Firf,
There are two Things requifite to qualify
@ Man for this Work ; thatis, a vcz;r

L=
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difpinct and articulate Voice, and a very
Srong and vigorous Pronunciation ; but the
Jormer is the more important and hecefe
fary of the two. For a Man that has on-
ly an indifferent Voice, if his Pronunciation
be but diftint, he fhall be underftood
with far more Eafe than another that has
a ftronger and more audible Faculty of
Jpeaking, but does not articulate his W ords
fo well. For the Purpofe, I have the
Honour to be acquainted with a worthy
Perfon of about Tq' breefcore Years of Age
or upwards, that fpeaks in a publick
Character ; and tho’ he always had buta
very mean Voice, yet becaufe he pronountces
his Words fo diftinctly, without lofing the
Sound of a Syllable, he is always beard
with Admiration, and #nderftood with the
greateft Facility in Nature ; and that to
this Day too, unlefs his Organs have fail-

ed him very much within thefe few Years, .

and be grown too weak for an Auditory,
_ through the Infirmities of Old Age. -
" Secondly, The next Thing required is an
‘audible and firong Voice ; and we muft not
think to acquire it all on a fudden, neither
by main Strength or intemperate Violences
upon Nature, but to come to it by De-
grees: For fo the Poice, which at firft was
faint, low, or weak, will become Jouder by
little and 'little, and grow fironger inferi-
fibly, by accuftoming ourfelves to the

o E 3 mo-

-
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~moderate Exercifes of 4r¢, without doing
any Prejudice either to the Breaf or the
Lungs. By this means, in fhort, a Man
may bring his Zoice at laft to that Pitch of
Perfection, which he never thought him-
 felf able ta accomplifh, '

SRSBBIBSILS B
C H AP V.

The Wap to be HEARD with
' DeELiGcHT.

T is not enough for the Orator to be
beard only without Difficultyand Pain,
but he muft endeavour to be beard alfo,
if poffible, “with Pleafure and Delight
and therefore, you muft make it your
main Bufinefs, in the firft Place, to render
your Poice as fweet, and [oft, and agreeable
" tothe Ear, as-you can: So that if you be
naturally inclined to any thing, either of
a barfh, boarfe, ar obfireperous Voice, you
muft enquire into the Caufe of it foraCure;
and it you find it comes only from an
ill Hatit you have got, or fo, you ought
to take up a Refulution of unpradtifing it
_as foon as poflible, and of running up a
Counter-cyfiom-againtt it, of bester Service
end Satiskition to the Publick ; but if
. : you

N
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you difcover that it proceeds from fome
satural Difpofition of yaur Body, and the
Organs ot your Voice, you muft then try
to recover it, as well by Sobriety and
good Regimen, according to the Advice
of your Phyficians, as by carcful and con-
ftant Exercife. As for Temperance and
Government, 1 leave it to the Doftors
but the Ancients have obferved the Morn-
ing for Exercife, and advifed it for the
beft Time, when all the Organs of the
- Body are leaft embarrafled and obftruéted.
But that this Ars of foftening and timing
of the Pronunciation may be acquired by
Care, Induftry, and Exercife, it is plain

from the Example of Cicero, to a Con-
viction: For Plutarch fays in his Life,
that ‘he had at firft a very rude and o&-
[ireperous Voice, before he wentinto Greece 5
but by ftaying zbere a while, he brought
it to fo much Sweesnefs and Delicacy, that
he charm’d the Ear with the fofteft Sounds,
and a moft agreeable Harminy. In fine,
you muft endeavour to give your Poise
fuch a Smoothnefs, that the Turns, the
Tones, and the foft Meafures of it, may
pleale the Ear of your Auditor, tho’ he
underftand nothing at all either of your
Language, or of the Subjelt of your Dif-
courfe :  As Philofiratys tells us of Pha-
worinus the Sophift, and of Adrian the
Pbenician, that thofe very Perfons k\;ho
ew
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knew nothing of the Greek Tongue, took
great Delight to.hear them declaim in
Greek, their Periods were fo fmooth, and
their Cadences fo delicate.
1n the next Place, you muft alfo fhun
that reigning Vice among many People, of
cougbing and fpitting otten while they are
Jpeaking ; which mightily interrupts”the
-Pronunciation, . and is extremely ungrate-
ful and difagreeable both to the Eyes and
the Ears of the Hearers. But that it is
not impraéticable to avoid #his Vice, on
the one hand, and that it is for the moft
an Effe& rather of an #// Cuffom than of
Neceffity or Natere, on the other, is as
plain as Experience can make it, becaufe
moft Men refrain fromit. And I know .
a Divine that never coughs nor fpits in -
the Pulpit, when he has got the greateff
Cold in hjs Head: ’Tis no Matter whe-
ther he comes to have this Conduét by
long Praétice, or whether it be the Heat
of his Aftion which- ftops the Defluxion of
Rbeum tor that Time. However, I
mean that you are to do no more than
© you can to avoid bawking and [fpawling :
For fome People are fo troubled with
Phlegm and Pthifick, at certain Times and
Seafons of the Year, that it is impoffible
for them to abftain wholly from one or
the other in their preacking ; but they
ought to do as much as they can, at leaft,’
to-

b 9
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towards the correcting of fo unmannerly
a Vice, if they they have any Value for a
decent Way of fpeaking, or would make
the Pronunciation agreeable to their Hear- -
ers. But asto the Matter of coughing,
it was in Fafbion in former Days; and
there have been Preacbers formerly fo ex-
travagant as to gffe& it for a Thing that
added Grace and Gravity to their Difcour .
As, for Example, Oliver Maillard, in one.
of his Sermons he made at Bruges in the
Year 1500, mark’d the Places and Para-
grapbs of his Difcourfe with a bem, bem,
bem, where he had a Defign to cough up-
on it; as it may be feen at this Da_y in
Print. .

The only Thing, after this, I can re-
commend to your Care and your Time,
is to put yourfelf upon varying your Voice
according to the Diverfity ot the Subjesis
you are to fet forth, of the Pgffions you
would either exprefs yourfelf, or excite
in otbers, and of the fcveral Parts of your
_ Speech, accorde to the Varicty of #ords,

ftronger or weaker, higher or lower, as
will beft ferve your Turn and anfwer their
Quality. For, as a feraping Fiddler, that
fhould harp always upon ome String,
would be ridiculous, and his Mufick in-
. tolerable ; fo there is nothing can grate the
- Ear of your Auditors fo much, and give
them {o great a Difguft, as a Yvice ﬁll(l;}g
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the jame Key, to the Tune of Hum-drum,
without either Dfvifion or Varsety. This
kice s remarkable in moft Speakers, and
I cannot but take Notice of it. There’s
hardly a good Voice to be found among
Men, that fills the Ear well, which has
not fomething agreeable in it, let them
manage it never fo much without Mea-
Jure : but it would be infinitely more plea-
JSing, -it they knew how to-give it the juft
Turns, and a Variation fuitable to Subjes
and Paffions : Befides that, fuch Voices,
which are fo fine, and yet fo i// governed,
are very rare and uncommon ; but for
ordinary ones, that are common enough
in the World, #:is Vice renders them dif-
&greeable to all Intents and Purpofes.

To pafson further then : Ifay, that this
Riff Uniformity of the Voice is not only un-
pleafant to the Ear, but prejudices the
Difcourfe itlelf extremely too, and dif-
appoints the Effect it thould have upon
the Hearers, for two Reafons. The one
is, that an equal Way of fpeaking, when
the Pronunciation is all of a-piece, and
every where upon the fame Sound, renders
all the Parts of the Speech equal too upon a
very unjuft-Level 5 tor it takes away all
Power from that which has the greateft
Strength of Argument, in the reafoning
Part, and all Lufire from that which has
the greateft Splendor of Ornament, irfli the

gu-
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igurative Part of a Difeourfe, throughout
he whole Work : So that, in fhort, that
vhich ought to ftrike the Paffions moft,
naves them not at all in effeét, becaufe it
s fpoken all a/ike fo, and flabbered over
vithout any Difdinétion or Variety. The
ther, that there is nothing lulls us afleep
ooner, nothing fo dull and heavy as a
ong Difcourfe, without ever turning the
Tome, or changing a Note for it; and
here are many Perfons, altho’ they thould
ix never fo ftedfaftly upon fuch a Speaker,
.nd refolve to hear him with the utmoft
Regard and Attention, would not be able
ret to hold up their Eyes till he had balf
lone, upon this Deficiency of his Pronun-
iation 3 and yet, for all this, Monotony is
1ot only a common Vice, but almoft uni-
ver/al too among publick Orators. 1 was
ubject to it myfelf, at firft, as well as other
Men ; and 1 cannot imagine how any
>ody could endure to give me the Hear-
mg upon it: for my Delivery then was
o troublefome and difagreeable, that I
sould hardly reconcile it to my own Ears :
Upon which I bethought myfelf ever after
of warying my Voice feveral Ways, to
make it lefs umiform and ungrateful. In
the firft Place, I began to confider how |
this wicious Way of fpeaking came to fuch
a Height among Men, and crept up fo
much into Fafbion and Difcipline ; fome

: People
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~ People running carelefly into it, without
ever giving themfelves Leave to think,
and others knowing very well it is vicious,
but have much ado to reform it. And I
could find no other Caxfe of it at laft,
but 4ad Education : For they that teach
Children to read, learn them an ill Cuftom
of pronauncing every Word alike, in the
fame Cant and Tome; the Fault of moft
School-mifireffles: And when thefe Children
advance into Grammar or Rbetorick, they
fall perhaps into no better Hands, of AZz-
Sers that teach them their Rudiments in the
fame Meafure and Method, without ever
taking Care to corret the i/l Habit of
Jpeaking they have got; but rather giving
them a bad Example tbemfelves, by pro-
nouncing every Word they read or fay off-
book, with the fame Accent, and quite
another Tone than what we ufe in our dasly
Difeourfe and common Conver/ation, than
inftru&ing Youth in the Variation of the
Voice for Publick Bufinefs; how they ought
to proportion and adjuft their Pronuncia-
siom upon every Punéiilio, (when they come
to make Speeches) to the Grandure of their
- Audience, and the Multitude of their A4x-
ditors. Uponthis I refolv’d to be govern’d
- by bester Mafiers, and to make Nature and
Reafon my Guides: and they muft be your
Mafters voo, take my Word for it, if you
would do any Good in this 4rs, e
: 2
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Nature itfelf tells us, that we ought to
ronounce ourfelves otherwifé when we
pak of Melancholy and mournful Things,
than we fhould do a Merry-making upon
Joy or Pleafantry 5 otherwife, when we re-
prove People for committing fome great
Crime or other, than when we are com-
forting them that are in AffliCtion ; otber-
wife, when we upbraid a Man for his
Faults, than when we would afk Pgrdon
for our own ; otherwife again, when we
tbreaten ;, otherwife, when we promife, or -
pray a thing, and bumbly beg the Favour 3
otherwife, when we are in a good Humour,
the Paffions calm, and the Mind ferene;
" and otherwife, when we' are upon the
Tranfports of Choler and ill Nature. This
Variation is {o natural to us, that it we
fhould hear two Perfons baranguing both
together in a Language we did not under-
ftand at all; the one in Anger, and the
other in Fear ; one of them fpeaking with
Fo, and the other with Sorrow ; we might
eafily diftinguifb the Paffions of the wne
from the other, not only by their Coun-
tenance agd their Geflure, but by the dif-
ferent Tone and Cadence of the Voice. So
that the Pronunciation ought to be natural,
and we muft do as Nazure ditates: For
the nearer it comes up to Nature, the
more perfef? it is; and the further off
from it, the more vicious. The ls af-
: F - feited,
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fetted, fill the better 3 for a natwral Va-
riation is beft. The only Way then to
get this Knack of varying the Voice, is to
make your own Reflections upon common
Chat, and to take Notice of any ordinary
Difcourfe, either in Town or in Table-talk.
You are likewife to mind how you fpeak
your/felf, when you are in Company ; what
a Woman fays in a Paffion for an Injury
done her, and how the promounces upon the -
Lofs of her dear Hufband or her Child.
And when you have made thefe private
Obfervations, you muft endeavour to ex-
prefs yourfelt atter the fame Manner upon
the like Occafions in publick ; only you
would do well to diftinguith upon the
Piace, how much more audible your Voice
ought to be for the Court or a Church,
than for a private Chamber. Our beft
Aliors charge their Voice thus, according
to the differcnt Quality ot Perfons, and the
Dizerfitv of Subjefts ; and they fpeak as
naturally upon the Stage, and in the fame
Tone too, as they do in a familiar Club-
room ; {aving that they are obliged to ac-
cent their Words louder there, and to
proportion the Force and Vebemence of
their Vvice to the Vaftnefs of a Theatre.

As for Reafenn, it teaches us, in the
firft Place, that Gsd Almighty hath blefled
us with the Faculty of Speeck above all
other Creatures, and given us Words for

: the
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the Interpretation of our Thoughts, and
the Mirrour or Reflettion of our Paffions ;
So that we are under the greateft Duty,
both to bim and ourfelves, to fet forth the
naked Truth of Things, and to exprefs
the different Operations and Sentiments of
our Souls ingenioufly by the different Ae-
cents and Turns of our Voice, for the raifing
of the like Paffions and Opinions in thofe
that bear us.  But it thews us alfo, in the
fecond Place, that as God, in the Creation
of the World in geweral, divided it into {o
many feveral Sbapes and Forms and Fi-
gures, in the vifible Order and Harmony |
we admire now ; without which it would
have been but a confus’d Chaos ftill, and
an indigcfted Lump : and as in the Pro-
dution of our buman Body in particular,
_ he made it up of fo many different Parts
and Particles, Members of Lite and 44%-
on ;5 without which it would only have
been a monftrous duli Mafs of Flefb: So
~ought we to make Ule of Variety to
enliven the Matter of our publick Difcour-
Jes 5 not only by Invention, Difpofition and
Elocution, but as well alfo by the Powers
of Pronunciation and {peaking,.

Now, if we would polifb and refine our
Speech, and fet off our Pronunciation with
fo much Grace and Agreeablenefs, that it
thould oblige the Hearers, even under the
greateft Prejudices and Difgufts, to re-

Fa collect
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colleCt their Atzention to it with Rekifb and
Delight, we muft vary the Poice as often
as it lies in our Power.  All the Difficulty
thercfore that remains, is to know bow to
do it, and to do it well to the Purpole
too ; which I am now going to reduce
into the beft Rales 1 can,

©6X

C HAP VL

General RULES for the VARIATION
of the VoIcCE.

S the Body has three Dimenfions,
for its Length, Breadth and Thick-
neﬁ, fo the Voice has three principal Dif-
ferences of Highnefs or Lownefs, ot Vebe- ,
mence or Softnefs, and of Swiftnefs or Slow-
nefs. The Orator’s Bufinefs is to keep up
~ ajuft Meafure in all thefe Diftinétions, and
to obferve that Variety throughout the
whole Speech, which we have afferted for,
{o necefiary a Virtue.
« But the chief Thing will be, to mamtam
a true Medium of the Voice, becaufe both
the Extremes of it are vicious and difagree-
able. And therefore, firft, with regard
to the Height of it, we muft have a Care
of notraifing it always to the bigheft Note it
can reach on the one Hand ; or, of deba-
fing
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. fing i€ dlways to the Jowef it will go on the
other: For, to ftrain it always to fuchan
extraordinary Height, would not be to
preach or to plead, but to make a Noife 3
like thofe. loud-tongued Orators in the
Time of Fully, whom he compares to
Cripples that got on Horfeback becaufe they
conld not walk on Foot 5 they made a baw-
ling becaufe they knew not how to fpeak:
and as be did himfelf too, before he was
better inftructed n this Art by the moft
fkilful Mafters; torcing his Voice oftenup
-to the barfbeft Accents and moft obfireperous
Heights. For, over and above the Inde-
cency and Ungenteelnefs of Clamour and
Noife, it very readily brings the Throat
of the Speaker vo a Hoarfenefs, and the Ears
of the Hearer to an Awverfion. To {ink
the Voice likewife, on the contrary, intothe
loweft Bafe, and keep it always in the fame
Done, would be to mutter rather than to
Jpeak; and it would make a very flent
Meeting, where a Man could not be beard
at all, or be beard but by a very few Peo-
ple, and the rcft of the Auditors might
go away as they can.e, not one Weord the
wifer for him. ~ Martianus Capella is
mightly miftaken in this Point, or elfe he
explains himfelt very ill, when he fays,
that the Orator ought to fet his Veice to
the beft of his Ear, by reading to bimfelf
in private, before he pleads in publick ;

F 3 ansd

~
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and to begin it rather with a low Murmur
than a Joud Nuife in his Chamber, that he
may be able to fpcak with the fame Voice
and the fame Tone in Court: For how
could &¢ be beard in a great Affembly, 1
would fain know, with a low murmuring
Voice? There’s no Confort or Mufick with-
out keeping a Mean betwixt bigh and low,
Muttering and making a Noife.

Secondly, For the Vebemence of the Voice,
in the next Placc, a Man muft not
“force it uponevery turn to the laff Extre-
wity : For he would not be able to hold
it long up to this Violence, till it would
fail him all of a fudden, like the Strings
of a Mufical Infirument, that break when
they are wound up a Pintoo high. In
this Cafe, he would either have the fame
Fortune with ddrian the Phanician, that
Philofiratus {peaks of, who tutfcred him-
felt to be traniported into fuch a tragical
Fit of fpeaking, that he loft his Foicein a
Moment ;3 and was forced either to hold
his Tongue, or to mourn it out fo faint or
bow, that Pcople could hardly hear him,
and much lefs underftand what he faid:
Orelfe, he would run the Rifk of Zcfimus,
the Freeman ot Pliny, junior ; who having
overftrained himfclt with the Pidlence of
his Rebearfals, vomited Blood upon it:
fo that his Mafler was forced to forbid
him that Exercife for fome Time, and |

made
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made him take a fhort 7oar into Egypt for
the Recovery of his Health. The Coun-
try, Retirement, and good Air, fet him
ickly to rights; but, upon his Return,
he fell a Rebearfing again with the fame
Vebemence, and relapfed into the fame In-
di/pofition and Danger, worle than ever.
- A Man of a weak Conflitution, and in
Zears efpecially, ought to beware of this
Intemperance, tor fear of fallinginto King
Artalus’s Mistortune: He made a Speech
once at Thebes, ina publick Affémbly ; and
being tranfported upon it into an A&ion
too violent tor his Crazinefs and old Age,
he was ftruck fpeechlefs all on a fudden,.
without the leaft Motion or Appearance of
Life in him 3 fo that he was forced to be
carried bome to s Ledging : But, a little
while after, he was conduéted from zbence
to his Palace at Pergamus, and there he
died. On the other Hand, an Orator
ought not to be too remifs neither in his
Aftion, nor too mild-fpoken: For fuch a
foft Refolution of the Poice argues an in-
firmity, and too much AMildne/s deftrqys
the Energy and Force of a Speech ; becaufe
a difpaffionate Difcourfe raifcs no Body’s
Affettions a Pitch above common Story and
oramnary Tatile.

Thirdly, As to the Swiftnefs and Vilu-
bility ot the Orator’s Voice, he ought to
moderate it in fuch a Manner as to avoiﬁ

a
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all Precipitation; the Vice of Haterius g
which made amgufius {ay once in Raillery,
There muft be a Spoke put inour Haterus’s
Speech : comparing his Diicourtfe, for its
Rapidity, to a Flymg-coack upon the De-
fcent of fome fteep Hill or other: We put
Spokes in its. Wheels then, tor fear of run-
ning down too faft, and of tumbhing or
ovcrturning upon us. This was Serapion’s
weak Side alfo, of whom Lucilius wrote
thus to Semeca, that he fpoke exceeding
faft and thick, one Word upon the Neck
of another; infomuch that one fingle
Tongue feem’d infufficient to exprefs the
vaft Multitude and Hurry of his Thoughbrs,
fo much did the Frustfulnefs of his Fancy-
precipitate his Pronunciation. Butthisisa
vicious Way of Speaking in {cveral refpects :
For fuch an extravagant Polubility is cie
ther the Fault of a School-boy, that, to
thew you how perfc€t he has conn’d his
Leffon, gabbles it off asfaft as his Tongue can
go ina Hurry 3 or, the Faculty of a-Moun-
tebank Doflor, that would draw a Crowd
about his Szage by rapid Clack and Non-
Jemfe: Not the Bufinefs of a Man of Ho-
nour or Eloguence,that addrefles himfelf up-
on a grave, folemn, and noble Subje&. It
is as ungenteel for a Gentleman to tranfport
himfelt into fuch a Rant of Fabbering in
“his Difcourfe, as to run himfelt out of
Breath about the Streess; which is onlyfﬁt
: or

. ol
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for Footmen and Fools. A Man of Senfe
and Breeding [peaks no fafter than he walks,
and minds his #ords as well as his Steps;

keeping an even Pace both in the one and

the other ; as Seneca fays, Tully did in his
Orations. But however, a Man that la-
bours under this Vice of Fabbering in his
Speech, will perhaps be admired yet by
fome or other for his Fluency: For, as St
Ferom obferves, after St Gregory Nazian-
2en, his Mafier, there is nothing fo eafy
as for an ignorant Fellow to make himfelf
popular, and to win the Eftcem of the
Mob, by a Rally of Words, and a jabbering
Volubility of the Tongue. But then, all the
vulgar Reputation he’ll get by it, will not
laft him long; and the Charaéter will not
wear out his Life: for his Fluency of
[peaking will neither do.any Honour to
his Writings, nor to his Memory : So that,
when eithcr he comes to wrize or to die,
the Credit of it is quite loft for ever. For
the Purpofe, Tacitus fays of Haterius a-
bove mentioned, that ‘¢ He was famous
s¢ for Eloquence in his Life-time ; but the
« Works he left bebind bim had not the
¢ fame Approbation and Applaufe : and as
¢¢ he fhew’d more of Fire than of Study,
< and- more of Fluency than of Art; fo
<« that Fire was extinguifh’d with him,
<« and never out-liv’d his Speeches, nor
&¢ paffed into his #ritings: 'Whereas I.C.hc

‘ 13 a-
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¢¢ Labours and Meditations of other Men,
¢ keep up the fame Spirit ftill after their
¢¢ Death, and preferve their Memories for
¢ ever.”’

This Vice is not only very unbecoming
an Orator either preaching or pleading, but
itis alfo very prejudicial to the main End
he ought to propofe to bimfelf, of perfua-
ding others 3 for how fhould he convince
his Hearers, if he do not give them-Zime
to think, or Leave to confider his Reafons,
and weigh his Arguments? How fhould -
2 Fudge be able to keep up with a Lawyer

« that talks as if he were riding Pofi; or
what better can he be for fuch a precipi-
tated Plea? How fhould People ever re-
member one Reafon in Twenty, that are
hurled upon their Ears at this rate, like
Flafbes of Lightning upon their Eyes; ot
how fhould they be convinced at laft of
the Truth and Fuftice of the Caufe by Fab-
bering ?

- This extraordinary Polubility of the
Tongue, without any Paufe, is a great Djf-
advantage- alfo to the Speaker bimfelf, as
well as an Injuftice to the Hearer ; for it
does not fo much as give the Auditors
Lesfure to obferve the DiftinGtion of his
Persods, and the fine Cadences that illu-
ftrate the Speech with fo much Grace and
® Ornament : Not to fay, that there is no-
thing, over'and above, fo hurtful to the
< Lungs,
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Lungs, as to fpeak with Violenceand Pre«
cipitation, without any Intermiffion, or
ever drawing Breath for it; infomuch
thatit has cait many Perfons into deep Con-
Jumptions, and coft fome ot thcm their
Livestoo. But when I precaution a Man a-
gainft ¢tbis Extreme, | do not mean that he
fhould throw himiclf upon the atber; and
when [ find Fault with hun for running 200
Jal, Lamn notprefently to be underftood as
if I would have him walk 1ke a fick Man
juft come out of a lingering Difeafe, that
can hardly draw bis Legs atter hm. All
I would be at in the Matter is zbis, that
the Orator’s Tongue fhould be agree-
able to the Ears ot his Auditors, without
cither running faffer than tbey can tollow,
or drawling out his Words flower than they
can have the Patience to attend : Vinicius’s
great Failing; ot whom Afellius faid, that
he fpoke always upon the Delay, by the
lowetlt Snatches, Paufes, and Intervals:
and Geimninus Varus, that he wondered
how he managed his Eloquence to any
Credit or Account; for he could not fpeak
* three Words together without Intermiffion.
There’s no Manner of Pleafure in bearing
a Man draw! out his Words fo, one after
another, that on¢ might very well bid
him fpeak, or kold bis Tongue. His Specch
" muft be more fluent before it be good for

any Thing ; but then it ought to flow hl}ie
the
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the gliding Stream, and not as a rapid Tor-
rent.

I have likewife added, that our Speech
ought to have the Gracc of Variety ; be-

- caufe the Medium of the Poice | mention

does not confift in an indivifible Point, but
admits of a certain Latitude and certain
Degrees. For, as to the Higbnefs or Low-
#xefs of the Posce, there are five or fix Tones
between the bigheft and the loweft: So
that the Orator, although he avoid both
Extremes which I condemn, and keep up
to a difcreet Meafure, may find Time
enough to wvary his Poice betwixt the
Excefs and the Defef? of it, by turning
thefe five or fix Notesto a juft Harmony.
As tor the Violence or the Softnefs of it,
in the next Place, his Bufinefs will be ta
govern it with fuch a Moderation, that
although he neither force it to the utmofp
Extremity ot Violence, that he either hurts
Nature or offends the Ear, on the one
Hand; nor makes it languith to the laft
Degrecsof Softnefs or Effeminacy,and droop
into Contempt, on the other: he may yet
give his Pronunciation more or lefs Vebe-
mence and Mildnefs, at Difcretion; as the
different Circumftances of his Subje&, or
the Qualities ot his Speech, thall require.
And as to the Swiftnefs or Slownefs o ?u at
laft, though the Orator avoid an extraor-
dinary Dulnefs in /peakzng, on this Side,

. as
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ell as an extravagant Precipitation on
“he may never the lefs fpeak faffer or
r upon Occafion, according to the
of his Judgment; and be as quick,
eand fmart,mere or lefs, as he pleafes,
1o but anfwer the Su’jec and Paffions
8 Difcourfe.
[owever, let him take this Hint along
him into the Bargain ; that whenever
1as a-mind to vary his Voice, upon a
of Difcourfe, he muft not do it over
ly, and with too remarkable a Diftinc-
of tbis from that ; but with all the
tefs, Courtlinefs, and Moderation imagi-
s. I take Notice of this Vice by the
becaufe I have feen many a great
i run foul upon it; for, when they
eto wary their Pvice, they did it fo
- grofly, all on the fudden, like a Thun-
lap, and with {o palpable a Change,
it at once furprized and difpleafed all
* Auditors: Befides, that they who
d them out of Sight, thought it was
other Perfon {peaking to them; the
e was {0 different, and the Variation fo
rious. Butin fhort, this Viceis to be
ded for its fulfome Jndecency and Pre-
ation,

G - CHAP
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Particular RULESs for the Vasiation
of the VOICE ; and, firft, how ta
wary it according to the Subje&s.

I T is not enough for the Orator to know
A -that itis his Bufine{s to vary his Voice
the beft he can, to make his 8peech -the
moreacceptable and agreeabdle to his Hearers
nor fufficient neéither to pra&ife it-in gene-
ral only: but he muft have particular
Rules alfo for all the Changes and Varia-
tions of the Vvice, that are neceffary to fet
off his Difcourfe with a taking Air of Elo-
cution, according to the Quality -of the
Subjests he treats of ; the Nature of the
Paffions he would fhew in bim/elf, or raife
in otbers 3 the feveral Parts of his Djif~
courfe; the different Figures he makes Ufe
of ; and the Variety of his Words and his
Phrafe. ' ‘

To begin then with the Subjeds of Dif-
«ourfe which the Orator may chance tofall
apon : There are feveral forts of them
as Things natural, the good or evil Aftions
of Men y the bappy or unbappy Events of
Life: and thefe Things being all of a
wery different Nature, ought-to%e {poken
with a quite different Accent and Air. If
you have occafion to fpeak of natural

: , Things,
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Things, with an Intention only to make
your Hearers underftand you, and no
more ; there’s no need of any great Heat
or ‘Motien upon the Matter, but a clean
and a difin? Voice will do it: becaufe
your Bufinefs here . is not to meve the
Will and Affeftions, fo much as to inform
the Underfanding : But if your Defign be
to make them admire the #onders of his
Bounty, of his Wifdom, and of his Power
that created them, you muft ther do 1t
with-a greve Voice, and a Tone of Admira-
sion. '

It our Difcourfe falls upon the Afions
of Men, either juf and bonef¥, that we
would have our Auditors value as much
. as we efteem them ourfelves, by the Way

of Panegyrick and Commendation 5 or. un-
Jjupt and infamous, that we have a-mindto
make zbem abhor as much as we abhor
them ourfelves, by the Way of Invedtive or
Philippick : we muft then adjuft our Voice
to the Quality of the one and the other;
exprefling the Fuft and Honeft with a full,
_lofty, and moble Accent, with a Tone of Sa-
tisfaction, Honour, and Efteem ; but pro-
nouncing upon the Unjuft and Infamous
.with a firong, violent, and paffionate Voice,
as well as with a Tone of Anger, Difgrace,
_and Deteftation.
- If itbe upon the Events of buman Life ;
fomie are fortxnate and others unfmmt;_ :
. G2 : 0
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{o that the Qrator muft then alfo vary his
Voice according to this Difference ; {peak-" -
ing of the Fortunate, as in Congratulatories,
with a sriskand achearful Air ; and of the
Unfortunate, on the contrary, as in Fune-
ralOrations, with fad and mournful Accents;
for Mirth beft anfwers the Charatter of
good Fortyne, and Moan, the Story of Dif
appointment and Affliction : The one is the
Subjet of Gaiety and Good-humour, and
the other of Melancholy and Morofenefs,
. I bave one Obfervation mere yet to
make upon all thefe Subjefls, and that is
this : As for natural Things, they are not
all alike; fome are more confiderable than -
others, for their Grandeur, their Beauty,

and their Luftre; as the Heavens are far

more noble than the Earth, and the Sus

and Stars are far more illuftrious than

Herbs and Injeéts: and therefore they are

not to be fpoken with the fame Voice ; not

fet forth with an equal Gallantry, State, and

Magpificence, of Pronunciation.

As to the Aftions and Events of human-
Life, good ox bad, bappy or unbappy, they
are not a// of the fame Size and Import ;
and becaufe a great Crime, or an extrgor-
dinaryCruelty, is of worfe Confequence thaa
a-common vental Peccadillo ; becaufe the
Intereft of Honourand of Life is of greater
Concern than the Intereft of Money ; the
noble Exploits of a érave Conqueror, than

. the
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the vulgar Actions of a Captain of the Mob
the Safety or the Deftruétion of d gwhole
Kingdom, than the Profit or Difadvantage
of a private Perfon: they alfo require a
. quite different Elocution, according to the
iverfity of the Subjes? ; fome of them a.
far more webement Accent and paffionate -
Pronunciation than others: For it would
be ridiculous to fpeak common and ordinary
. Things, that happen every Day, with a
tragical Concern, or a Tone of Admiration;
and as abfurd, on the other Hand, to ipeak
of great Affairs, and Matters of extraor-
dinary Moment, with-a low, snconcerned,
and famdliar Voice. '

BRPSPBESILRSGY
'C H A'P. VIL

How to vary the Vo1CE according to
' the Passions.

Hole Obje?s 1 have juft now men-
T tioned, being well weighed and
imprinted in your Imagination, will give
you fuch Ideas as are able to raife in your
own Breaft the Paffions of Foy or of Sor-
rew, of Fear or of Boldnefs, of Anger or
~ of Compaffion, of Efieem or of Contempt 5

and if they be well reprefented and pro-

3 nounced
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nounced with that#ariety which they ought
to be, they will move the very fame Af-
feétions alo in your Hearers. ‘The Orator
muft, therefore, firft confider the Thing he
is to fpeak of with Care, and carry a deep.
Impreffion of it in his Adind, before he be
either fenfibly touch’d with it bimfelf, or
- able to move ozbers upon it with a more
effectual Sympatby. As, the Lawyer ought
to be well inftructed before-hand in the
Caufe he is to plead, to be thoroughly fa-
tisfied of his Client’s Right, to engage
himfelf in his Bufinefs with Comcern, to be
moved. with his Misfoxtunes, and to.be in
fome Indignation at the #rong done him
as well as at the Malice and Vexation of
his Adverfaries, if he would convince the
Fudges either of his own Integrity, or the
Juttice of his Caufe, and ftrike their Judg-
ments with the fame Paffions, which they
perceive in bim for his Client. The Di-
vine ought, firft, to frame in his Mind the
beft Conceptions he can of the Majefly of
God, of the Truth of his Doéirines, and of
the Fuflice of his Commands: He muft
. have atrue Love for Virtue, a real Ha-
tred for Vice, a great Tendernefs for the
Poor he recommends to the Charity of the
Rich, and be enflamed with an ardent
Defire for the Salvation of all his Hearers.:
And being fo fenfibly touch’d before-
hand upon the main Point, he will then
: - cafily -
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cafily thew the inward Motion and Con-
cern of his Soul by his Pronunciation; and:
" by adjufting his Foice to.every one of thofe
Paffions that may affect the Hearts of
People with. Regard and Compaffian : For
the String founds as it is touch’d 3 if it be.
foftly touch’d, it entertains the Ear with a
 Joft Sound ; if ﬁrangly, it gives you. a
Jirong and a fmars one. - *Tis the fame in
Speaking as in Mufick; Words for the
Eupbony of the one, and. Notes for. the
Harmony of the other. If your Speech
proceeds from a wviolent Paffion, it pro-
duces a violent Pronunciation ; if it comes
from a peaceable and gentle Thought, the
Pronunciation again is as peaceabley gentle,
and calm : So that the Orator would do
well to adjuft every Toxe and Accent of
his Foice to each Paffion that afflits or
overjoys him, which he would raife in
‘others to a Degree of Sympathy.

He will fhew his Love beft by a f ft,
gay, and a charming Voice; and his Hatred,
on the contrary, by a jbarp, Jullen, and
Jevere one : He will difcover his Joy well
with a full, flowing, and brisk Koice ; and
his Grief, on the other Side, with a dulk
languifbing, and fad Moan: not without
breaking off abruptly. fometimes with a
Sob, and fetching up a. Sigh or a Groan
- from the Heart. His Fear will be beft
demonttrated by a trembiing and flammer-

g
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ing Voice, fomewhat inclining to Uncer-
tainty and Apprehenfion.  His Confidence,
on the contrary, will be eafily difcover’d
by a loud and a firong Voice, always keep-
ing up to a decent Boldnefs and a daring
Conftancy. Andhe cannot give his Hearers «
to underftand his Anger better, than-by a:
farp, impernoxs, and vielent Voice by ta-
king his Breath often, and fpeaking fbort
upon the Paffion. So, when Getafaysin
Ference’s Averpal, ¢ Oh Misfortuneand.
“ Mifery ! Lam fo tranfported with Awger,
“ that I’'m almoft out of my Wits. The
¢ Thing of the World I defire moft, would.
¢ be to encounter the whole Family of that:
“ Wretch frefb and fafing, and to fpit
% the Fire of my Paffion in their Faces
¢ while it burns for Revenge. 1 would.
% be fafisfied, if I could-but be revenged
¢¢ of them out of hand. I would ham-
¢ per them fufficiently. 1 would firft fend
* the old Rogue’s Soul to the Shades of
¢¢ Darknefs, for begetting fuch a Monfter
¢ of a Villainy and for Syrus, the Author
¢ and Abettor of all this Mifchief and
¢ Difappointment, Oh how 1°d tear him
% in a thoufand Pieces! I’d fnatch him
¢ him up by the Waift, tofs him into the
¢¢ Air, and dafh his Brains out in the Fall.
¢ againft the Stones in the Sireet, for the
¢ Scavenger. 1’d pullout Efebines'sEyes
¢ for him, make him dance upon t“ ;i
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- Rope, and leap at his own Deftru&ion.
¢ And as for the reft of that treacherous
¢ Gang, I’d maul them fo ; take them by
¢« the Nofes; fend them a-packing to the
¢ Devil’s Arfe-a-peak ; kicE them about,
¢ knock them down, and trample onthem;
¢ fet my Foot upon their Necks, and fa-
¢¢ crifice them to my Fury.” He muft
needs fpeak thofe Words with an elevated
Tone, an enraged Voice, and the Accents of
of a Man all on Fire, and in a Fury next
to Diftration. And when he fays again,
upon meeting his Mifire/s there, in the
Crifis of his Paffion, * Madam, Alas'
¢« We are, we are all undone. There’s no
¢ Remedy. Zfchines has now forfaken
¢¢us. Hbe’s fallen in Love with another
¢¢ Lady : And he makes no Secret of it
¢¢ neither. He carries on his Zmour in
¢« the Face of the World, and boafts of
¢ the Intrigwe.”’ It is plain by Sofirata’s
Expreffions,. inferted there between thofe
fhort Sentences, that the 4&or fpoke puf .

~ fing and blowing,. and took his Breath at "

every Period ; asif his Paffion had choak’d
up his Pronunciation, and he could not ut-
ter more Words together for Vexation and
Choler. ‘

If the Orator be moved with Compalfion,
which he would influence upon otbers, he
muft exprefs himfelf with a very fof?, fub-
miffrve,and pitiful Voice. So, when Cicero
. con-



82 The ARrRT of
concludes his Speech for Quintius, in this
Maaner, -« Quintius hath lcft no Stene
¢ unturn’d, Si7s; he has tried alltheWays
¢« and Means in the World that are juft
¢« and honeft; but he could never yet find
¢« 2 Pretor that would fo much as give
¢ him L.eave to make his Demands; nor
* a Friend of Nevias, fo far asto grant
¢ him the Favour of his Eer to his Com-
s plaints. He has often caft himfelf at
- ¢ their Feet. He has pray’d them over
¢t and over, by all that’sfacred and folemn,
¢ cither to do him Juftice, and proceed
¢ againtt him according to Law, er at
« Jeaft to preferve him his Honoar, if they
_¢¢ did confifcate his Efate. He has not -
¢ denied himfelf to the angrieft Frowns
« of his Enemy; but borne his Difcoun-
¢ tenance with Refignation and Patience:
¢ He has kifs’d the Hand that threaten’d
¢¢ him the Blow. He has endeavour'd to
¢¢ mollify the Hardnefs of his Heart, by
¢¢ all that might work upon the Inclina-
¢ tions of obftinate Men. He has adjur’d
¢t him, by the Afhes of his Brotber, by the
«¢ dear Name of Fatber, by the paffionate
¢ Tendernefs of his poor #ife and Chil-
¢ dren, by the facred Obligation of their
« Affinity and Friendfbip, to take Pity of
“ bim ; to have Compaflion. on his Age,
~ ¢ if he had no Regard to his Fortune. If
¢ Quintius could not move him to Mmg;
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¢ the Name of Man at leaft was in his
¢ good Graces; and Humanity might in-
«¢ duce him to condefcend to an Agree-
¢ ment, where he infifted upon nothing
¢ but Honour ; quitted ail other Preten-
¢ fions at his Enemy’s Difcretion, and
< gave up every Thing ele but Integrity,
¢ to his Courtefy. In fine, Sirs, Quinsins
“¢ being turn’d out of Doors by his Kinf-
¢ man, rejeCted by thofe whom he ad-
«¢ drefs’d with Tears, brow-beaten and
¢ terrify’d by his Fadges ; he has nothing
“‘more left now to rely on but your Ju-
¢ ftice and Humanity, Aguslius, for his
¢« good Deliverance: And therefore he
¢« throws himfelf upon your Judgments;
*¢ and puts his Honour, his Eftate, his
<< Life, and all, into your Hands. You
s¢ are the Umpire of his Innocence ; you
¢ are the Arbitrator of his Fortune, his-
«¢ Hopes, and his Safety.  After fo many
¢¢ Trials and Troubles, both of Obloquy
<¢ and Scandal, he appeals at laft to your
<< Juftice and Decifion of the Matter;
¢¢ not in the Quality of an old Offender,
¢ or a notorious Malefactor ; but in the
¢ Circumftances of an injur’d Wretch, a
“¢ miferable Objec, and an innocent Per-
«¢ fon. 'Tis a hard Cafe, Gentlemen, he's
«¢ caft out of fuch an Inheritance ; “tis hard
¢¢ he’s over-power’d thus with Reproach,
" # Calumny, and Contempt, and forced to
- gruc-
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« truckle under Wrong and Ignominy.
<« He fees anotber Man put into Poffeffion
s¢ of his paternal Eftate and his own Right.
¢« He has a Daugbter unmarried yet to -
¢ provide for, and can make her no For-
¢ tune at all ; net a Farthing of a Por-
< tion to give her. In a Word, he’s op-
4 prefs’d on all Sides by Might and Mif-
¢¢ fortune ; and, after all thefe Grievances,
«¢ he has done nothing yet unworthy of the
¢¢ Charatter of an.honeft Man: Where-
«¢ fore he humbly befeeches you, Sir, to
¢¢ grant him your Authority to be gone,
4¢ and begs Leave to_take that Reputa-
4¢ tion away with bim which he brought
< bither ; after having liv’d a Life of
¢ threefcore Years in the Approbation and
<¢ Efteem of the World, without ever a -
<< Blot in his Efcutcbeon, or the leaft Note
¢ of Infamy in his Quality, Conduét, and
4¢ Character ; fo -that he may not fee ei-
¢ ther his Enemies triumphing ovér the
¢ Spoils of his Fortune, or Nevius infult-
¢ ing upon the Ruins of his Honour;
¢ that he may be allowed to carry off his
«¢ Glory with him to the Grave, and that
«¢ the Credit and geod Name he has got
¢¢ in his Life-tsme, and kept up to his old
<« Age, may be upon Record yet after his
¢ Death, and live in the Mouths of Po-
<< fterity as well as in the Memoirs of
4 Fame.” Itisas clear as Day now, that
the
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the Orator was obliged to pronounce thofé
Words with the loweft Voice, and the bum-
blefp dccents of Submiffion imaginable, as
he was pleading before the Fudges, vpon
whom the A4/J, the Hongur, the Eftate,and
the Life of Quintius depended. He muft
needs have turn’d his Puice. wpon fuch
Tones in Court, as he thought fitteft to in-
cline their Affedtions, and fet Inclination
itfelf a-bend. He could not but fpeak
with Paffion too : but then it was a Paffion
of Tendernefs; a Paffion of a Mind af-
flicted and fenfibly touched with the A%~
Jery and Oppreffion of his Client, that he
might move the fame Pity in the Bench.
And there’s no Doubt but they were 4/
touch’d to the Quick too upon the bear-
ing of the Motion ; for ’tis impofiible that
a Paffion, fo tenderly reprefented, fhould
not melt the Hearts of thofe People before
whon it is pleaded, into Sympatby and Com-
2ffion. . :
~ To this Purpofe, the fame Author a~
gain, Tully, in his Firf Tufculan Queftion, -
fays, that when tbefe Verfes, out of one of
the ancient Tragedians, which reprefented
a young Man dead, and unburied yet, rou-
zing up the Earth in the Character of hee
Son, and invoking his Mother.

H Motker,
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Mother, .awék; 1 thy carelefs Reft defer,

Think on thy Son, and bis poor Bones inter

Before wild Birds, and Beafts for Prey that
roar,

My [catter’ d Limbs and mangled Corpfe de-

<, wvour, :

‘When tbefe Ver/fes, 1 fay, are fpoken with
adoleful and deplorable Voice, they fill the
whole Theatre with Grief and Melancholy :
But for the Spesker to do this well, there
are feveral Ways of foftening the Voice re-
quired, according to the different Quality
of the Words he makes Ufe of, and the
Charatter of Things be treats of 1n bis Dif-
courfe: However, ’tis far more eafy to be
taught off the Lip in exprefs Language
than in Writing. -

We come now to other Paffions of the
Mind, and other Variations, or Inflexions
.of the Vvice, and to thew how our Orator
thall acquit himfelf in the A4&ion of them
to the beft Advantage. If he would give
his Audience a Charalter of fome braue
Hero, and teftify “his own Effeem of the
Perfon, he fhould do it with a Jofty and
a magnificent Tone 3 and his Yoice muft be
as noble as his Strains; as when Tully {peaks
in his Oration for the Manilian Law, after
this Manner : “¢ Now, there’s none byt a
4¢ Pompey in the World'3 who, by. his-im-

. +simortal
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¢ mortal Exploits, hath out-done the
¢« Glory of the Liwving, and the Memory
¢ of the Dead: Why do we doubt any
< longer, and delay giving him the Com-

¢ miffion of all our Hopes ? For, in my
¢¢ Opinion, a great Captain ought to have
< thefe four eminent Qualities at com-
¢ mand, Military Difcipline, Virtue, Repu-
$< tation, and Fortune : But who was ever

<¢ yet more knowing in the A4r¢ of making .
¢¢ War than Pompey 2 And who fo fit a
¢ General as be, that left his Play and his.
¢¢ Paftime at School, in the moft trouble-
¢« fome Times, and went out againft the
¢ moft powerful Enemies, to learn the
¢ Bufinefs of Arms in his Father’s Camp;
¢ who was one of the moft famous War-
¢¢ riors of the Age ? As be that has been
¢¢ train’d up to Arms from his Cradle ; a
¢ Soldier and a Child at one and the fame

“ Time; and has had the Command of .

¢ Armies even in his Infancy ? He that
<¢ has fought more Battles than others have
¢¢ Dyels, put an End to more Wars than
¢ others have read ; conquer’d more Pro-
¢¢ vinces than others have attempted only
¢ in Wifb 2 He that has advanced himfelf
¢¢ from his Youth-up to the Knowledge
¢¢ of military Difcipline by his own Con-
¢ du&, and not by other Men’s Wifdom
¢¢ or Counfel ; by Triumphs, and not by

¢« Misfortunes ; whom ¥iéfory has flufth’d

H 2 *to
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« to an illuftrious Charaéter, rather than.
< Experience, Service, or Time? He has
¢ not {erv’d fo many Years, but he has
¢ made more Conguefis than Campaigns..
¢ In fhort, is there any Danger and Diffi-
¢ culty he has not encountered ; or any
¢« Country, where the Fortune of the
¢« Common-wealth has notexercifed him to
¢¢ the Hazard of his Life forit? In Africa
< beyond the Alps, and in Spain, againft
¢ ftrong Towns and warlike Kingdoms,
¢ in Civil Wars, in Wars with Slaves, in
¢ Servile and Sea Fights; And now,
¢¢ what are fo many Wars that have all
¢ been waged, carried on with Succefs,
< and happily cencluded by Pompey, but.
¢¢ fo many Trials of his Skill, his Know-
< ledge, and his Virtue? What are fo
¢ many Enterprizes he has bravely ac-
¢¢ complithed, and the Battles he has won,
< but Heralds of his- Glory and his Va-
¢ lour? What are fo many Enemies he
¢¢ has vanquifh’d and flain in theiField,
¢ but eternal Monuments of his Courage
<« and Conduét ?** Let a Man fpeak thofe .
Jine Words with a low and languifbing
Voice, and nothing can appear more co/d,
Aat, or infipid ; nothing more unworthy ei-
ther of the Eloquence of Cicero, or of the
Honour of Pompey. But, -on the other
hand, let him pronounce them with a
aoble Aecent, and animate them with a

lofty,
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lofty Tone of the Vsice, anfwerable to their
own Spirit and Magnificence ; and then
they will appear in their proper Luftre,
quicken the Hearers with Admiration, and
entertain as if they came from the Mouth
of Tully himfelf yet fixteen Hundred
Years and more after his Death. '
To pafs now from Adoration or Eficem

to the contrary Extreme of it. ~If the
Orator would fthew the Contempt he has
of a Man, and expofe him to his Auditors,
he muft do it with a Jfeornful Tone, but
without any Paffion, Eagernefs, or Violence
of the Voice ; as Cicero {poke to Cecilius,.
who pretended to be preferred before bim
for pleading in the Accufation of Perres.
¢ But you, Cecilius, pray what can you.
%¢ do? Where’s your Capacity upon this
¢ mighty Pretenfion of yours? When,
¢ and upon what Affair, have you ever
¢¢ made any Trial of your Skill, or given
¢¢ any Proofs of your Parts and Sufficiency
¢¢ to Men of Senfe, and have not at-
‘¢ tempted at the fame Time upon your
¢¢ own Weaknefs, and run the Hazard
- % both of your Reputation and Judg-
¢ ment ¥ Do you not confider the Diffi-
¢ culty of managing the Caufe of the
¢ Common-wealth,of maintaining the Peace
¢ of the Publick from Difgracc and Op-
< preffion, of unraveling the whole Life
¢¢ of a Man from the firft Breath of Bufi-
H 3 ¢ nefs,
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< nefs, and not only of fetting it forth in.
¢ its proper Colours to the Underftand:
“ ing of the Fxdges, but of expofing it
¢« alio to the Eye of the whole World ;
<« the Difficulty of defending the Safety
s¢ and Welfare of Allies, the Intereft of
¢ Provinces, the Power of Laws, and the
< Authority of our Courts of Fudicature 2
¢ Take it from me, Sr, this is the firft
« Opportunity you have met with of
¢ Jearning fomething from your Betters:
« You muft know there are a great many
¢ good Qualities a Man had need be en-
« dowed ‘with bimfelf, to accufe anotber-;
« if you find one of them in yourfelf up-
% on a ftri& Scrutiny, P’ll be bound to
« give up the Caxfe.to you frankly, and
« quit the Charge of this Affair to your
% Ambition, &¢. Refleét upon your
« own Confcience and Capacity ; weigh'
« the Matter well, and confider-who you
¢ are, and what- you can de. Do you
¢¢.think you are able to affert the Thing
¢ from Afperfion and Blunder? And i
¢ you fhould undertake to defend the
<« Caufe of our Confederates, the Common
¢« Good of a whole Country, the Rights of
¢ the Romans, the Liberties-of the People,
< the Authority of. Laws, and the Obli-
<« gation of Fudgmentsand Decrees; could
¢¢ you maintain fo many weighty Matters
& and difficult Points in queffion, as you
% thould
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¢ fhould do, either by the Stremgtdh of
< your Foice, the Faithfulnefs of your
<« Memory; the Fuftice of your. Condulz,
¢¢ the Integrity of your #ifdom, or the
<« Elegancy of your Wit, &c? No; you
¢ know nothing of that, no¢ you: you
¢¢ never think of it; never.inform your-
s felf,. nor take the Pains- to be made
¢« wifer than you are in your own Con=
« ceit and Pretenfions. If you can but
¢ fteal out of fome old Harangue or
"« othery an Fbefeech thee good and great
¢ Jupiter, and, Bcowld bave wifb’d; Sirs,
< if it bad been peffible, or fome fuch for=
« mal Expreflion for a Preamble, and
& have Time enough to con it by Heart
« for your own, you are well enough you
¢¢ think ; you are ready for the Bar, and
¢ finely furnithed for a favourable Hear-
< ing 3 and yet, if neSoul were to appear
< againft you in Cowrt now, I dare fay
¢¢ that you could never ftate zbis Contro-
«verfy fairly for a Decifion, nor acquit
<¢ yourfelf of the Caufe with Honour ox
¢ Succefs. But do you not remember
¢ now, that you would have the moft
¢¢.cloquent Adverfary living to encoun-
¢¢ ter, be obliged to fight him at all Wea-
“¢ pons, and to plead againft him with all
¢ the Power of our Profeffion ! He would
< baffle you to your Head elfe with Art,
“ Argument, and Reafop, &c. But you,

¢ Cecilius !



92 The AR T of

¢ Cecilius! methinks, I fee how he would
¢¢ play upon you ; how he would banter
¢you out of your little Senfe at every
¢ Turn; how he would confound you
¢ upon Matter of Fact; confute you up-
¢ on the Merit of the Caufe, and laugh
¢ at you upon the main Point, when-he
¢ had done. O poor Mortal! What
¢¢ Blunders you would commit! In what
¢¢ a3 Pother and Ferment, in what Difor-
#¢ der and Confufion, in what Shame and
¢t Ridicule, would you be engaged! How
¢ much in the Dark you would be! you
¢¢ that are none of the wifeft of Politicians,
¢ nor the moft accomplif’d-Gentleman in
< the World”> This is a Difeourfe of
Slight and Difdain 5 and by fo contemp-
tible a Character of Cecilius, he endea-
vour’d to perfuade People that the poor
Man did not deferve the Office he fet up
for; and he gain’d his Point too, dif-
graced his Pretenfions, and difappointed
his Hope. But if he had fpoken with a
paffionate Voice, and fhewed any great
Concern or Indignation in the Matter, he
had palpably contradited his Defign : For
then he had declared his Contempt of
kim only in #4rd 5 but in Deed, thought
him worthy of his Anger and Rbetorick,
and encounter’d the /itsle Creature with
all his Might, as if he had becn fome
confiderable Enemy. 'The prudent Orator

, will
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will be fure to avoid this Error, when
ever he would treat a Man with Scorn and
Derifion, or fool any ridiculous Argument
of his Adverfary > For he would be laugh-~
ed at bimfelf, if he fhould anfwer a du/l
Reafon with Heat, and plead in a Paffion
againft that which deferves only to be
banter’d ; if he fhould put himfelf upon
the laft Effort of his #vice and his Elo-
quence for a Trifls, againft filly People
and infignificant Arguments; as if he
fhould make Ufe of a Hercules’s Club to
Kkill a Worm, which is eafily trod to Pieces
and crufhed undgr Foot.

But if the Orator have a barbarous In-
Juftice to complain of, that has been done.
him by an Enemy, as Demofthenes did of
thofe Abufes he had received at the Hands

~of Midias upon the Féaft of Saturn, he
muft {fpeak n another Manner, and ex-
prefs his Afliction and Grievance with an
#levated Tone, proportioning the Vebemence
and Paffion of his Voice to- the Cruelty of
the Injury. And certainly he could not
do it otherwife, without doing himfelf
Wrong : Forif he theuld fpeak it without
any Heat or Concern, People would nei-
ther believe the Cafe to be #rue, nor bim-
Jelf really aggrieved 3 and all that he could
fay then of the Indignity, would never
avail him in €onrt before the Fudges of his
Complaint. This was the Reaton Dezctoji‘-
' Hes:
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benes reprimanded a Man once that came
to him upon an Affault and Battery, and
defired him to plead his Caufe for him ;
telling him the plain Truth of the Matter
with a great deal of Simplicity, and fhew-
ing no Manner of Concern or Vexation by
his Foice.  Why, fays the Counfellor, I
cannot believe what you tell me. But ano-
ther Man having told him the fame Story
over again in a great Paffion, with a Spi-
rit of Fury and Revenge for the Affront,
Well! 1 believe you, ([ays be) now you
fpeak with the Accent and Zeal of a Man
that has been affauited and drubb’d. And
this was to fhew him with what Zone of
_the Paice he ought to fpeak upon Op-
preffion and Injury, either to be believed,
or to make his Caufe good.

Cicero,. in his Speech for Gallus, makes -
Ufe of this Argument againft Callidius,
who, as we mentioned before, had {poken
very celdly upon a moft important Affair
of his own, and pleaded it without any
Warmth and Emotion. ¢ You, Callidius,
¢¢.if what you fay were not falfe, would
¢ you fpeak with that Air of Indifferency
¢¢ You that ufed to defend others with fo
¢ much Vigour, and to affert them out
““ of Trouble and Danger with Zeal,
¢ would you fo negle&t your own Safety
¢ and Welfare? Where is the Grief;
¢ where is the Fervency; where is the

4f-
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< Afiiction of your Mind, that ufed to
¢ draw Cries and Complaints even from
¢¢ the Mouths of little Children, on the
¢« Behalf of your Clients 2

One Word more upon this Subjet of
warying the Voice according to the Pgffions.
*Tis plain, when the Speaker comes to
oool upon a violent Paffion, and to com-
mand himfelf after a Tranmfport, that he
ought to lower the Tone of his Voice, and
humble it, as Zu/ly certainly did in his’
Oration for Celius, where he fays, ¢ But
¢ I muft now return to the Crime 5 altho’
¢ the Grief that fenfibly afflits me in
¢ {peaking of fo great a Man, hath al-
¢¢ ready very much weakencd my Faculty
- %¢ and Speech, and almoft deprived me of
¢¢ the Freedom of Thought.”

Befides, not to omit any thing that may
“contribute to the Advancement of (o ne-
ceflary a Work, as the feveral Infleétions
of the Voice are in point of Speaking, 1
muft add this, That the only Way to ac-
quire the Faculty of warying the Voice
upon all kinds of Subjefts, as well as Paf-
fions, is to be often reading of Comedies,
Tragedies, and Dialogues, aloud, or fome
other Difcourfes of Authors, whofe Stile
.comes neareft up to the Dramatick : For
nothing can be more ferviceable to the
Improvement of Aétion and Elocution.

CHAP.
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c H A P. IX

Of varying the Vo1 C E according to
Cbeaal;/y]érent Parts of a Difcourfe.

HE feveral Parts of a Speech muft

1 needsbe of a very different Nature ;
and fo ought the Manner of Spesking to
be as different as the Quality and Characier
of each Part fhall require.

. The Exordium ought to be {poken with
alow and modeft Voice : For,to begin with
Modefty, is not only agreeable to the Au-
ditors, as it is a Virtue which fhews how
great an Efteem we have of them, and
demonftrates the Refpect we pay to their
Prefence; but a neceflary Qualification
alfo for the Orator, to manage his Voice
difcreetly, and to work it up by Degrees
of Moderation to a higher Pitch of
‘Warmth and Paffion ; otherwife, he would

.put himfelf out of Breath at firf} Start, .
* tor want of good Condu&, and never be
able again to recover himfelf genteely at
the full Stretch of his Lungs, to fo much
Moderation and Command of his Voice, as
would give the other Parts of his Speech
a greater Force than the Exordium, where
the Strefs of it lics more, and requires a
more vebement Pronunciation. However,
1 do not.mean that he fhould begin fo /ow

m-
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neither, as to be beard only by a very few
People, juft under his Nofe ; but, on the
contrary, 1 would have him /pesk up, at
firt, {o clear and difiinf?, as to be beard
withaut Difficulty or Trouble by every
. Man of his Auditors that'would give him-
felf ‘the Liberty of attending. Let him
fay what he will elfe, ’tis no more than a
Wall-Leéture, and a Difappointment to
his Hearers ; for what fignifies the Pre-
amble of a Speech, when they can be never
a Word the better for it ? 1 have heard a
great Divine fail mightily in this Point,
and run foul upon that dull Vice iz
preaching. He began fo low at firft, that
_ hardly aDozen People of a great Congrega-
tion could hear him; but prefently #p he

Yifts his Voice fo loud, chaffed his Accents to

fuch an Excefs, and rung fuch a Peasl in

the Auditory, that he both offended and

aftonifhed their Egrs with the Z7olence of

the Tranfport and Thunder. 1 am only

for having the Exordium courteous, {oft,

and eafy ; and tobe fpoken with a Jower

Tone, or in a bumbler Addrefs, than the

other Parts of a Difcourfe : But this Rule

yet will admit of an Exception ; for there

“afe fome Exordiums do not fall under it,
which we may call unexpeited or abrupt,

from a Term of Art, and the common

ex abrupto of the Schools; as that of

Cicero is, in his Oration againk Cataline.
: « How
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#¢ How long will you, Cataline, abufe
#¢ our Patience ? How long fhall that
¢¢ Madnefs of your’s impofe upon us, and
¢ falfely infult ? Whether will your un-
¢ governable Impudence carry you at
“laft ”’ And that of St Fobn Chryfo-
Jom’s, (if we may believe Socrates) in his
. Difcourfe againft the Emprefs Eudoxia s
who having got him deprived once, and
perfecuted out of the Empire, was yet
working, after his Returnand Re-eftablith-
ment, to have him banift’d again in a Pet,
for a Sermon he preach’d againft a kind of
Ball fhe kept at the Confecration of ber
Image, or the Dances which were cele-
brated before the Temple of St Sophia,
upon the Dedication of the Statue of that
Princefs. The Words were thefe: He-
rodias then is once again incenfed ; once
again fbe dances ; once again fhe demands
the Head of John in a Charger! 'That
Exordium of the Homily he made to the
People of .intioch, immediately after the
demolifhing of the Statues of the Emperor
and Emprefs, deceas’d, is alfo of this
‘Quality and Latitude : What fhall I fay
now? How fhall I [peak? This is a Time
20 weep, and not to fpeak ;3 to groan, and
not to difcourfe 5 to pray to God, .and not
to barangue the People. He has another
of this kind too, in his Sermon to the
Lhriftians of the fame Place, upon-a Paé-
/11
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nick Fear that had feized them in their
Alfembly, for want of being eftablithed by
a Heathen Governor. ¢ Truly I cannot
¢¢ but commend the Care and Condut of
¢ your Governor, (fays be) who, feeing
¢¢ the whole Town in Conflernation, and
¢¢ a]l the Inhabitants ready to fly for it, is
¢ come into this Place, has encouraged
¢ you with his Prefence, eftablithed youby
<¢ his Authority, and given you that Re-
¢¢ folution and Hope which you had ut-
¢ terly loft : But for yox here, I am co-
< vered with Confufion, that after fo
< many excellent Sermons to teach you
¢ better Things, you fhould yet want to
¢ be put in Heart, and confirm’d by a
¢ Man out of the Pale of the Church. 1
. ¢ could have wifh’d that the Earth had
< open’d under me, and f{wallow’d me
¢ up, when I heard him fpeak to you;
¢¢ fometimes comforting you under the
¢ Apprehenfion, and fometimes blaming
¢ you, for taking fo groundlefs and im-
¢¢ pertinent a Fright, without any Shadow
¢¢ of Reafon, or Colour of Religion for
¢ it. It was not fit for fuch'a Man as
¢ be, among the Heathens, to tell you
- ¢ what you ought to do: But ’twas your
¢ Bufinefs to be Doftors to the Infidels,
¢ and to teach them their Duty. With
¢ what Eyes now fhall we behold them
$¢ hereafter, with a Regard to Faith and

I2 ¢ Cone
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« Converfion, and keep in Counte-
< nance. upon the Guilt of fo timerous
¢ a Behaviour! With what Tongue fhall
¢¢ we undertake to comfort or confirm
¢ them under their Calamities, having
< fhewn ourfelves more fearful than
¢ Hares ;. with fo much Impatience, Cha-
s¢ grin,and Weeaknefs upon this Occafion!
<« We are Men, [ay you: why, for that
¢ very Reafon, you_ought not to be
¢¢ frighten’d with Bugbears, nor bared
«¢ with Sufpicions or Appearances of Per-
< fecution; becaufe you are Mex and not
¢« Beafts. Beafis are afraid of every thing
< that ftirs ; and the leaft Noife common-
< ly alarms them, for want of Reafon to
«¢ difpute the Fear, and keep off the Im-
<¢ preflion : But yox that have the Gift of
< Reafon and Underftanding, how are
¢ you funk into the Iaft Degree of Irrefs-
¢ lution and Cowardice!”” Such Exor-
diums as thefe, that bégin abruptly, and
break forth on a fudden with a violens
Paffion, are very rare 3 and feldom found
but upon. extraordinary Occafions: But
whenever we have occafion’ to make Ufe
of them, ’tis manifeft that they are to be .
Jpoken with an elevated Voice, according
to the Paffion, either of Anger that tranf-
ports, or.of Grief that affliéts, and obliges
-ys to fet out fo.abruptly. in our. Difcour/e.
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In the next Place, the Orator need not
put himfelf in a Paffion, nor raife his Voice
to any great Vehemence upon the Propo-
JSition or Narration of his Speech ; for his
Bufinefs in this Part is only to inform his
Hearers, or to inftruct his Fudges, and to
give them a right Underftanding of the
Matter in gueftion. So that ’tis enough
here for the Pronunciation to be a Degree
bigher than that of the Ewxordium; only
he muft take Cars all the while to be very

articulate and diftiné? upon it, becaufe the
" Narration lays the Ground-work of the -
whole Difcourfe, and contains the Virtue
_of all thofe Reafons that are to be drawn

from it; and therefore it mightily im-
ports and concerns him to have it well
beard, if he would build well, or raife-
any great Arguments upon that Founda-
tion. 'There muft needs be fome Diffe-
-rence too, in the Manner of fpesking it,
according to the different Quality of Ae-
tions and Ewvents in the Relation: But
. this is not the proper Place yet for Vebe-
mence and Contention of the Voice, which
muft be kept in Referve for a better Oc-
cafion, and the following Parts of the
Speech.

As to the Confirmation, which fets forth:
the main Arguments of our Caxfe, and
the Confutation, which confifts in folving
our Adverfaries Objettions, there lies the

I3 - greatefs
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greatef Sirefs of our Difcourfe, and. the:
laft Effort of the Veice:- For, as our Mind
is moft mov’d there, upon. all the fine
Figures of Speech, we make Ufe of it in
Rbetorick ; {o’tis there alfo we ought to
fpeak with the utmoft Force and Contention,
and ta.vary. our Pronunciation over and
above with Decency and good Grace..

As for the Peroration, the Qrator would
do well to make a handfome little Paufe
between. tkis Part. and the former, and to
begin it again.with a lower Tone and a
different dicent from the laft Cadence of
hus Poice upon the Confutation 5 after that
he fhould break forth upon it witha
lLuder Voice, and purfue it with more
Gaiety, Magpificence and Triumph of
his Promunciation.; upon an Affurance
both of the Juftice of his Cax/fe, which he
prefumes fufficiently made good, and of
the entire Satisfaction of his Hearers,
whom he {uppofes tully convinced of his
Right and Integrity ; and, atlaft, he fhould
arrive at the Conclufion of his Speech, like
a Veffel that has been long out at Sea, had

_a difficult Yoyage on it, weather’d many
dangerous Poipts and PafJages, and comes.
into Port full Sail, with the greateft Ag-
clamations. of 72y and good Checr..

CHAPL
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C HAP X

How to vary the VoIicE according 1»
the F1GUREs of RHETORICK.

AS Figures are the Lights of Speech,
that render it moft agreeable, both
for Variety and good Grace; every one
of them carrying along with it a particular
Air, Ornament, and Novelty : fo they are
to be fpoken with a different Tone from the
reft of the Difcourfe, upon an Exclamation.
The very Name of that Figure fhiews the
Reafon ; for nothing would appear fo flat-
and ridiculous, if it were not pronounced
with a Jouder Foice, and a more paffionate
Accent than any other.  As, forExample ;
when Cicero, 1n his Oration for Clueniius,
faid of Saffia, that had inveigled her Son-
in-law to a. Debeuch, got him.divorced
from her own Daughbter, and married him
herfelf: ¢¢ Oh the incredible Wickednefs
¢t of the Woman ! A Crime that had been
¢ unheard of yet in the World, but for
¢ this abominable Wretch! Oh the ra-
¢ ging.and ungovernable Luft of it! Oh
¢ Jafcivious and unparalell’d Impudence! .
¢¢ neither to ftand in awe of the Majefty
¢ of the Gods, nor to regard the Honour
¢ of Men! Not to tremble into an Aver-
~ % fion at the Approach of that very Night!
¢ Not to blufh at the Light of thofe very
¢ nuptial
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¢ nuptial Torches! Not to ftumble at the
* ¢¢ Threfhold of the Chamber, at the Sight
¢ of her Daughter’s Bridal-bed ; and at
¢¢ the Walls, that were fo many Witnefles
«¢ of the former Marriage !”> If he had
- fpoken thofe Words without any Eleva-
tion of the Voice, had he not deprived
them of all their Claz, Ornament and Force?
And had he not better have faid then plain-
ly, without any more ado, She was a very
lewd, lafcivieus, and impudent Woman, to
marry ber Son-in-law ; in which Way of
Speaking there would have been no Abfur-
dity, and no Paffionrequired? Much better
fure, than to pronounce thofe exclamatory
Expreflions without Grace or Exclamation.
- The fame Way of [peaking muft be ufed
too upon Forms of Swearing; efpecially
when there is fomething extraordinary in
the Affair ; as that of Demoftbenes, in his
Oration for Ctefiphon, which has been fo
much efteemed and admired by the Anci-
ents : ¢ You have not fail’d in that Point,
< Gentlemen; no, 1 fwear by thofe of our
< Anceftors that generoufly maintain’d
- ¢ the Fight at Platee; by thofe that
¢ fo bravely hazarded and won the -
¢ Battle of Marathon; by thofe that
¢ fought by Sea at Salamis; by thofe
¢¢ that were flain at Artemifium ; and by
“¢¢ all thofe other gallant Men that have de-
< ferv’d to be interr’d in publick Monu-
& ments
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* ments with all the Glories of Honour,
¢ Fortune, and Fame.”” There is no
Doubt but the Orator pronounced this -
Afleveration with a very elevated Tone, and
a great Contention of the Fuice; or elfe
nothing would have chill’d the Paffions
more upon the bearing.

. In a Profopopeia, Nature herfelf fhews
us, fir/t, That the Orator ought to change
his Poice, to the End it may appear as if
it were not be a-[peaking, but fome otber
Perfon brought in. by the by : And, fe-
condly, That he muft vary it according to
the Diverfity, Charatier, and Bufinefs of
the Perfons that he introduces, and feigns
a-[peaking in this Difguife. For Inftance,
in thofe two Profopopwias, which Cicers
makes ufe of in his Oration for Celius ;
the one of the venerable old Man Avrpius,
and the other of the young Rake CLop1us,
a Debauchee ; who may not fee with half.
an Eye, how differently they are to be /po-
ken 3 and how that ought to be grave and
Jevere, but this loofe and effeminate, ac-
cording to the different Qualities ot the
Perfons 2 Read over the one and the ofber
in the Speech itfelf, and you will eafily
judge of them for the Prouunciation. But
if you would bring in.a. Man talking with
bimfelf, upon a Point of Deliberation, and
arguing in his own Breaft what he fhould
do in the Matter, you muft manage.ili

wit
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with a Jow Voice, and introduce him as if
he was only fpeaking to bimfelf, and with-
in the Compafs of his own Ears, with a
Defign not to be overbeard by any Body
elfe.  We have an Example of this in
Tully’s Oration for Cluentius, where he fays
of Stalenus, ¢ When the poor perfidious
¢ Wretch faw a round Sum of Money
¢ brought home to him, he began to think.
<< of all the #ays and Means that Malice,
¢t Corruption, and Fraud, could invent;
<« talking thus with bimfelf, If 1 thould let
¢ the reft of the fudges come in now for
¢¢ Snacks with me, what thould I get by
¢ the Bargain but Danger and Difgrace ¢
« Can I think of nothing to have this
«¢ Oppianicus condemn’d for it? What
¢ then! Why, I'll try what can be
¢ done, &c.”> And when Cicero fays a-
gain, in his Speech for Quintius againft Na-
wius’s Hard-heartednels and Inhumanity
““ You have not asked Council ot yourfelf.
¢ You have not confulted your own Con- -
¢¢ {cience and Honour. You have not
¢¢ recolleéted upon the Queftion, #What -
< am I a-doing @ For two Hours that are
<¢ gone and paft, muft I ruin my Friend ?
¢ For failing an Appointment, muft I un-
¢ do him for ever?”” The Orator muft
obferve here to pronounce thefe Words,
You bave not confulted your own Confcience
and Honour; you bave not recollected your-

Jif
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felf upon the Queftion, with as loud a Voice
as is commonly made ufe of in an Apo-
JStrophe, upon a fudden Diverfion of the
Speech to a different Perfun 3 but the fol-
lowing Words muft be turn’d off with a
low Voice, as it were in a fecret Soliloquy,
or a private Reflection.
Upon an Apofiropbe, you ought to have
.a peculiar Regard both to the Circumftance -
of the Perfen to whom you addrefs your
~ Speech, and to the Defign you have of
making Ufe of it ; fo that you may ad-
juft the Tone of your Voice to the Turn of
your Difcourfe, and the Neccffity of the Fi-
gure: For Example, fir, When you
fpeak to inanimate Things, you muft raife
your Fuice above an ordinary Pitch, or a
common Zone, as you would to People that
are very thick of Hearing. And, without
Doubt, Cicero himfelf {poke with an un-
common Adccent upon that fine Apofiropbe,
in his Speech tor Milo, to this Purpofe :
¢¢ | call you to witnefs, you little Hillsand
¢¢ Groves of Alba, and you Altars alfo of
¢ the Albans, that were once of the fame
<¢ Religion and Antiquity with thofe of the
¢¢ Romans 3 which Clodius, being hurried
¢¢ on with facrilegious Madnefs and Am-
#¢ bition, has now cut down and deftroyed,
¢¢ to lay the Foundation of all his curfed
&< Practices, and has prophanely buried
4¢ them
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¢t them under the Weight and Oppreffion
< of his own prodigious Buildings, &¢c.””
Secondly, This holds alfo in an Apo-
Srophe to God: For, as you raife your
Voice to a proportionable Height when
you would be hbeard afar off, and reach
the utmoft Ear of your Audience: fo,
when you fpeak to the great Divinity, that
fits upon his Throne in Heaven above, you
ought to do it in a bigher Strain, and a
loftier Tone of the Veice, than if you were
only fpeaking to Men here on Earth, that
are even as low as yourfelf, upon the fame
Turf and Level. And with this elevated
Accent too, we muft read all thofe happy
Turns and Apafiropbes, which we meet
with in- the Perorations of the firf Cata-
linary of the laf Oration againtt Verres,
and of Pliny’s Panegyrick to Trajan.
Upon a Dialogifm, or Conference, where-
two Perfons are brought in as it were dia-
ioguing one another; one of them moving
the Quefion, and the other making the
Anfwer 3 you muft change your Vorce by
Turns, as if two Men were really talking
together. 'We have an Example of this
in the Dialogifm which Cicero makes ufe
of in his Oration for Plancius ; where he
firft perfonates Laterenfis {peaking for bim-
Jelf, and complaining againft the People
tor preterring Planciys before bim to the
Commiflion of EpiLE, and then brings .
. in
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in Plancius, as it were, anfwering his Com-
Detitor’s Objections, and juftifying the Elec-
tion, in a feign’d Conference betwixt the
two Candidates for the Office. ¢ The People
¢ bave not judged right. But they have
«¢ judged. They ought not to bave done Jo.
¢ Butthey have doneit. I cannot endureit,
¢¢ But many better Mien, of the wifeft and
< moftilluftrious Citizens, haveendured it
<¢ before you, &¢.’® And that Dialogifn: in
his Oration for Flaccus, upon the Exami-
nation of AJclepiades againft him, is of the
' fame Quality, and requires the fame Change
of the Poice : ¢ Let’s bear Sextilius, what
¢¢ he has to fay. I bave not brought him
¢ along with me, fay you. Produce his
¢¢ Papers and Accounts then inCours. 1
¢ bave not brought them neither. Where
¢ are your Brothers? Let them appear
<< at leaft. - I bave not fubpena’d them hi-
< ther for Witnefles. Why then, fhall
¢¢ we take that for a Crime, or good Evi-
¢ dence, whatever Afclepiades alone, a
<« Man of a notorious Charaltet, fhall
¢ pleafe, forfooth, to charge upon wus,
¢ without any Account, Credit, or Au-
«¢ thority?”> Upon thefe Conferences and
Rencounters, we muft always obferve to
pronounce the Anfwer with a different Tone
from the laft Cadence of the foregoing
-Queftion and Objection. ‘
In the Figure called Epimone by the
K _ Greeks,
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Greeks, and which we may call Infifiance,
whereby the Orator prefles his Adverfary
to a Pinch, and dwells upon it ; infifting
ftill upon the fame Argument, and ex-
prefling it home to him {everal Ways, over
and over, till he feems athamed of it, and
«confounded at the Repetition: Here the
Orator muft mike Me of adrift, preffing,
and #mfulting Voice, where he lays the main
Strefs of his Speech, and clinches it upon
the Hearers. As when Tully fays in his
Oration for Ligarius: ¢ What did you,
¢ Tubero, in the Battle of Phar/[alia, with
%¢ your Sword drawn there? againft whofe
%¢ Breaft did you dire€t the Point of it?
¢ What was the Senfe of your Weapon,
¢¢ the Defign of your Arms, the Intention
« of your Appearance? Where were
¢ your Thoughts, your Withes, your
%¢ Defires, your Expectations? What
“ meant thofe Eyes, that Zeal, that
% Paffion, that Hand, that Weapon?
¢ But I urge the Thing too far upon him:
“ The young Man is afhamed, and in
- % Confufion at the Conviction; FPIl fay
¢ no more.”” And fo likewife, when Craf-
Jus was a-pleading in Court againft the
lewd Debauctee, BruTus, feeing the Corpfe
of Funia, the Old Matron and Mother of
his Family, carried by at the fame Time
in publick Pomp and Parade to her Grave,
took occafion to fay thus to that diffolute
Spark :
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Spark:- ¢« What do you there, you loofe-
¢ and lazy Brutus? What News would
¢ you have that venerable Defunét carry
“of you to your Father imr another
¢« World > What do you pretend fhe
¢ fhould acquaint the illuftrious Decad
« withall, whofe Images you fee borne be-
¢ fore her Herfe? What fhall fhe fay
< to your Grandfathérs, and efpecially to
¢ the famous Lucius Brutus,, whom the
¢ People are beholden to for aflerting
¢ their Liberties, and freeing them from
¢ the Government and- Tyranny of Kings7:
¢¢ Upon what noble Study, upon what
¢ glorious Defign, upon what Virtue
¢ fhall fhe tell them you employ your

« Time? Upon Improvement of your E>

¢ flate ? ‘That is below your Charattery,
¢ and does not become your Nobility s
¢¢ But fuppofe it did, you have not a Foot
¢ of Land left; you have fpent it all in
¢ Debauchery and Extravagance. Upox
¢¢ the Knowledge of the Law ? That would
¢ be, to follow the Footfteps of your Fa-
¢ ther indeed, ‘and to inherit his Glories 3
¢ but fhe will fay, you have fold your
¢ Houfe, and not referv’d, among all the
¢ Moveables, fo much as your' Father’s
¢¢ Chair, out of which he ipoke fo many
« Oracles. Upon the Exercife of Arms?
¢« But you never faw a Battle fought, fave

¢ only in Paper and Pidture. Upon the
B K 2 ¢ Stude:
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“ Study of Eloquence? But you do no
“ know the very Rudiments of Rbetorick
‘“ And if you have any Thing of a Poic:
‘« or Faculty at Prattling, you employ
‘¢ all to your own Difadvantage, and mak
¢ a Trade of your foul Calumnies, an
. “ bawdy Expreffions. Infamous Creature
¢ Dare you then behold the Day ? Dar
“ you look upon this Affembly ? Dar
¢ you fhew your Head now in the Court, i
¢ the Town, in the Bufinefs or Converfatio
¢ of Men? Is not your Confcience ftruc
¢¢ with- Horror ?* Does it not fly in you
¢« Face, when you cait your Eyes upo
¢ that dead Body there, and thofe Imag
¢ which have not the leaft Hope left «
‘¢ finding, either any Imitation of ther
“ in your Manners, or any Place for ther
« in that which was once your Houfe ¥
This Figure, that great Orator, as Tul
fays, did attend and enforce with a Pr
nunciation wonderfully grave and preffin
Jolemn and clinching. -

Upon a Parrbefia, or the bold Figure «
taking the Liberty to fay every Thing w
have a-mind to fay, let the Danger be wh
it will, where there is any Confidence intl
€ayfe, or any Fear of lofing the Point, ot
Poice muft be full and loud, as upon the
Words of Tully in his Oration for Ligariu
¢ O admirable Clemency; worthy of ete
“ nal Praife, Honour and Memory.. €

: “ ceq
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¢ cero has the Boldnefs now, before Cefar,
¢ to confefs bim/elf guilty of a Crime, for

¢¢ which he cannot endure anotber thould

¢ be falfly arraigned ; neither does he fear

¢ the private Refentments of his judge
$¢ for it. See how undaunted I am new,
< upon the Confidence of your Goodnefs.
-6¢ See the great Lights of Generofity and
¢ Wifdom that countengnce me from
¢ your Royal Afpect. I will raife my
¢ Voice as loud as I can, that all the People

¢ of Rome may hear me. The War be-
% ing begun, Sir, and almoft ended, I
¢ went over to your Enemy’s Camp before

¢ the finithing Stroke of it, upon my

 own Choice, and without any Compu/fian.”>
The Voice muft be as round and as frank
too, when the Lawyer is forced to plead
in private, and fpeaks Things that he
would have the whole World bear ; as
jn thefe Words of a famous Counfellor,
fpoken fometime fince in the Parliament
of Paris : ¢ This Audience will either
¢ deliver France from the upftart Mon-
¢ fters that are bred here to deftroy it;

“or clfe, if their cunning Policies; if

¢¢ their Tricks of Slight and Artifice ; if

¢ their Reports that are fpread abroad,

¢¢ bear.up and take ; I fay it alond (They

“ have found out the Way to fhut up

¢ the Gates upon us; but my Foice

s¢ fhall ring to the four Corners of the

K 3 ¢ King-
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s¢ Kingdom : and I will tranfmit it now
. to Pofterity, which will judge without
*¢ Fear and Prejudice, who have been the
““ beft Frencbmen, the trueft Subjets, and
¢¢ the moft defirous of leaving their Coun-
¢¢ try a Liberty after them, like unto that
¢ which we have received from our An-
‘¢ ceffors:) I fay it aloud then, and wiil’
* raife my Poice to the utmoft Effort of
¢ it,. They will do-us more Mifchief yet
¢ than ever they did, or we are aware of*”*
‘Where it is ealy to:perceive with what
Paffion and Height of Voice the Orator
fpoke thofe Words, and how he pronoun-
ced himfelf with the boldeft Elevation.
Upon a Climax-or a Gradation, where
the Difcourfe climbs up by feveral Glaufes
of a Sentence toa Peried or full Point;
*tis manifcft that the Poice- mudt be raifed
accordingly by the fame Degrees of Ele
wation to anfwer every Step ot the Figure;
till ic is at the utmoft Height of it: as
upon this: Climax - of Cicero, in his laft
Speech againft Verres: ¢ To lay a Roman
¢ Citizen by the Heels, and in Irens, isa
¢ bold Attempt 3 to whip him, an abo-
¢ minable Crime ; to put him to Death,
“ a notorious Piece of Parricide. What
¢ fhall I. fay of executing him on the
« Crofs? I cannot find a-Word to ex- |
¢ prefs fuch a wicked horrible Attempt.”
And upon another, in a Remonfirance to
the
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the City of Paris, after the Death of
Henry the Third: - Thou could not en-
¢ dure o debonnaire and gallant a King.
“ What do I fay, could not endure him?.
¢¢ *Tis far worfe thanfo. Thou banifhed
¢ him his Town, his Houfe, and his Bed.
¢ What! Jdanifbed him * Thou purfued
¢ him: What! purfued him? Thou mur-
¢ dered him ;- thou canonized his Alffaffi-
¢ nator, and made Bonfires and Illumina-
¢¢ tions upon his Deatbh.”

Upon an Apofiopefis,. or bolding one’s
Peace, and concealing whatmight be faid
farther in the Matter, the Orator muft
lower bis Voice a Tone or two, and pro-
nounce the foregoing Words that intro-
duce it with the bigheft Accent ; as in this
of Demoftbenes for Ctefipbon: ¢ For I can
¢ fay of mylfelt-----But. I will not fay any
¢ Thing piquant.or fevere at the Begin-

¢ ning, though every Body fees he is .

¢¢ come to accufe me of Aacrityand Light-
< nefs of Heart.

In a Subjetiion, where feveral Queftions
are put, and an dnfwer made to every
- ome of themy the Orator muft vary bis
Voice, and give the Interrogation one Tone,
and the njwer ansther :  cither pronoun-
cing the Demand higher, and the Anfwer
lower; or, on the contrary, as when Ci-
cero faysin his Orationfor Flaccus: ¢ And
¢ indeed, Sirs, to what other A(ﬁl’caﬂ:}xsﬁ
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¢ fhall I apply myfelf now? What other
“ Help fhall I beg? What other Power
¢ fhall I implore ¢ Shall I addrefs to the
s Senators? The Semare itfelf craves your
¢« Affiftance ; and knows, that you alone
« have the Power to confirm their Autho-
% rity. Shall T addrefs to the Roman
<« Knights? You thatare Heads of that Or-
s¢ der here, know the Sentiments of all the
s reft, Shall I addrefs to the Commons?
«« They have given up to you all their
¢« Power and Authority of judging our
«¢ Affairs.”” And in this again for Sy/a:
«« When the Plot grew high,andall Things
¢t were ready for a Difpatch, where was
«¢ Sylla, 1'pray® Was he at Rome? Nay,
¢ he wasa great Way off from that Place,
¢« Was he in thofe Legions and Forces
« which Cataline went about to raife? He
_ ¢¢ was yet further off ftill. Was he in the .
¢ Field of Camertus, of Picenum, or of
¢ Gaul? Whither did the Fury of this
¢¢ Confpiracy tranfport him? What Places
¢t did he invade, or whofe Minds did he
¢ infe¢t there? Nothing more falfe. He
¢ was then at Naples, in that Part of Ims-
¢¢ Jy which was not in the leaft fufpected.””
In an Awtithefis, he muft diftinguifh.
upon both the Contraries, and ﬁpronounce
the fir# of them, with a different Tone
from the latter y this with a louder Accent
than zbat, to fhew the Oppofition betwixe
the
A )
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the ome and the otber, and to adjuft the
Poice to the Contrariety, asin this Exam-
ple of it, in the fecond Catalinary: < If we
 will but compare both Parties, and
¢ weigh the Juftice and the Reafons of®
¢ the one againtt the otber ; we fhall find
¢ how inconfiderable our Enemiesare, and
¢ how eafy it is to conquer them. For
¢ Modefty fights on this Side, and Impu-
¢¢ dence on tbat : Hersis Purity of Man-
* ners, there Impuritys bere is Faith,
s¢ there Fraud ; bere is Piety, there Wick-

¢¢ ednefs ; bere is Conftancy, zhere Fool- .

¢ hardinefs; bere is Honour, tbere Infa-
““my; bere is Continence, zhere Luft.
¢ Here, in fine, Juftice, Temperance,
¢ Courage, Prudence, and all kind of
< Virtuyes, are in Confederacy ; and con-
<« tending with Injuftice, with Luxury,
¢« with Cowardice, with- Temerity, and
¢ all kinds of Zices gota-head together
¢¢ upon the Rendezvous. Here Abundance
¢ makes War upon Neeeflity ; Reafon
¢ difputes it againft Madnefs ; good
¢ Senfe againft Folly; certain Hope a-
¢¢ gainft Defpair ; and Affurance againft
¢¢ Uncertainty : And if the Hearts of
¢ Men fhould fail them now, in fuch a
¢« famous Rencounter as this, would not
¢ the Gods declare themfelves in-favour
«“ of fo juft a Quarrel, vindicate yaur
¢¢ Gaufe againft the fouleft of Crimes, and

 give
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<« give thofe beroick Virtues of yours the
«« Vackory over sbofe abominable Vices of a
<« Confpirator 2™

Upon the Figure which the Greeks call
Anadiplefis, that is to fay, a redoubling,
or an immediate Repetition of the fame
Word: As, ¢ It was, it was a Virtue
« formerly in this Common-wealth, &c.
¢ The Senate knows all this, the Confid
< fees i¢, and yet Casaline lives: Nay, he
¢ does not only J/ive, but comes into the
¢ §emate too, &¢. and neverthelefs you
¢ fve 3 and Jive, not to forfake, but to
% confirm your Prefumption and Impu-
“dence, &c. He has réign’d twenty-
“’three Years now, and reigns ftill with
« {o much Infolence, that he never ab-
¢ fconds for it.”> The Orator muft give
the fame Word repeated here a different
Sound, and pronounce it the fecond Time
over far louder and fironger than at the
Srft.

In an Anapbora, where one and the
Jame Word is repeated over and over in
the Beginning, either of feveral Sentences
one after another, or of feveral Claufes
of the fame Sentence, as it is in the Ora-
tion for the Manilian Law : “ A Witnefs
¢ of it is Italy, which the Conqueror him-
¢ felf confefs'd was owing its Deliverance
% to Pompey’s Bravery and Counfel : A4
& Witnefs of it is Sicily, which he faved

‘ ¢ from.
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¢ from a Thoufand imminent Dangers
¢ that begirt it on all Sides, by the Wif-
¢« dom ot his Condu&, and the Quicknefs
¢ of his Difpatches, without ever ftriking
¢ a Blow for it : A Witnefs of it is Africa,
¢¢ opprefs’d with the numcrous Armies of
¢ the Enemies, where he made the Field
“¢ flow with the Blood of.the Slain: 4
< Witnefs of it is France, &c.”’ And in
the fecond Pbilippick again: <« My Con-
¢ fulthip does not pleafe MArRK AN-
“ THONY at all; but this is my Glory,
¢¢ that it has' pleafed all honeft Men. It
<¢ pleafed P. SEr viL1us, whom I name
¢ the firft, as the oldeft of the Confuls,
¢ and the laft that died in our Time. It
¢ pleafed Q. CaTuLus, whofe Credit
<t and Authority will never die in this
¢¢ Common-wealth. It pleajed the two
«“LucurLLuses, M. Crassus, Q.
¢« HorTENsIUS,.L. MURZEN 4, that
¢ were all then appointed to the Confular
¢ Dignity. It pleafed feveral others alfo,
<¢ whofe Reputation will always be had in
¢ Honour and Veneration of the Repu-
¢ blick.> He muft pronounce the #ord
here repeated, - always with the fame Ac-
zent and Sound ¢ bat in a different Man-
ner from the Pronunciation of -all the
other Parts of the Pericd, to give the
. Figure its due Empbafis and Diftnétion in

his Difcourfe, upon the Repetition of the
) lame
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fame Words. Andfoagain inan Epizeux:s,
when the fame Word is reiterated feveral
Times over one after another at the End
of Sentences, he muft likewife humour
the emphatical redoubling of the Word
with the fame Accent of his Voice, asit is
in the fame Philippick above-mentioned :
<¢ You lament the Lofs of thrce Armies
«¢ of Romans that were ruined; ’twas
“Maag- ANTHONY ruined them.
¢ You refent the Deatb of fo many noble
¢ and famous Citizens deftroy’d; ’twas
“Mark ANTHONY defirgy’d them.
¢¢ The Authority of the Senate fuffers ex-
¢« tremely, and is intrenched upon; ’tis
“ MARK ANTHONY intrenches upon ity
< and does it this Difgrace, &¢.”? Or
when feveral Words are repeated over and
" over again, as they are in the Seventh
Philippick : < What! Sirs, when you de-
<¢ creed fuch great and juft Honours to
%¢ Young Ce/ar, for raifing an Army againft
“ MARK ANTHONY, didyounot then
¢ declare MARK ANTHONY an Ene-
““ my to the Common wealth? When you
“ ordered the Thanks and the Praife of
« the whole Houfe, to begiven to thofe
¢ old difciplin’d Soldiers that lifted them-

*

t¢ felves Voluntiers in Cefar’s Service, _

%< and followed him to the War, did you

% not then declare M ARk ANTHONY |

“¢.an Enemy to the Common-wealth 2 And
' ¢ whea
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% when you promifed a Reward to the
‘ ftrongeft Legions for coming over to
 us from Anthony, that ufurp’d the Title
*¢ of Conful, and was our vowed Adver-
“ fary, did you not then declare M ar x
“ ANTHONY an Enemy to the Common-
“ wealth, 8c.”

C H A P. XIL

Of the PRONUNCIATION of
WoRDSs and SENTENCES

Entences commonly confift of two
principal Parts, that are link’d to-
gether with certain Particles, which the
Grammarians call Caufals, Copulatives,
Conditionals, Comparatives, Relatives, or
Adverfatives 3 but they are not a// of the -
fame Meafure and Length. :

For there are fome Sentences very fhort 5
each Part of which is but a fimple Expre/-
flon, and conlfifts only of one fingle Pro-
pofition ; as thefe of Malberbe. ¢ He
*¢ died young, but he died happy. His
¢ Friends have not had him long, but
¢ his Death is the greateft Trouble and
¢ Grief they ever had for the Love and
¢ the Lofs of him. He has enjoy’d the
¢ Sweets of the World only for a little

- L ¢ while,
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<« while, but he never tafted the Bitters
¢ of it. He-has not taken a-lng Walk,
<¢‘but he went only upon Flewers. W hat-
¢¢ ever Life has of rugged, or of harth,
¢ piguant and uneafy, was to come in
¢¢ thofe Years which he has not lived to
“ fee.”” Thofe Periods may not only be
pronounced with one Breath 5 but can hard-
ly be promounced otherwife, without Preju-
dice to the Expreffion. .

There are fome Sentences again longer,
as thofe in the fame Author. * Look
¢ upon the World as a Place where you
<¢ will be lofing fomething every Day, till
¢ you have loft 4/, and have no more
¢ to lofe; and with thofe Meditations
¢¢ prepofiefs your dear Soul, that, having
¢ its Original from Heaven, it will one
¢« Day have the Happinefs to return #bi-
< ther.” And thofe may be pronounced
all at a Breath too, if the Voice be natun
rally good for any thing: And however,
you ought alfo to do it as well as you
can; for a Period fo pronounced looks
rounder, and appears with more Beauty
and Force, than it would do upon feveral
Breathings by Fits. For this Purpefe;
you muft make it your main Buinefs
to acquire a lony winded Habit by Study
and Exercife ; but that muft be done by
Degrees: For Nature is not changed in
an Ioftant from a fhert Breath to a long

: one.
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one. Nature indeed is abfolutely necef-
fary in the Matter ; but Ar# alfo can do
much towards the accomplithing of this
End. And we read in the Bibliotheca of
Photius, that Demofibenes, who had na-
turally a very- fbort Breath, finding that -
he had need of a very long one to {peak
upon publick Occafions, gave Neoptolemus
the Szage-player, and a great Aétor of Co-
medy, a thoufand Drachms to teich him
this Art; which he became Mafter of at
Jatt to Perfe&tion by the Force of Prac-
tice, and by exercifing himfelf upon all
the Difficulties of Refpsration. You muft
likewile exert your Faculties, as be did,
and neither fpare any Time, nor Pains,
nor Coft, to make yourfelf long-winded,
and an Orator.

There are other Periods that have a
longer Train yet, and take a larger Tour
than either of the former; which you
cannot promounce without taking your
.Breath once or twice ; as this of St Ber-
pard for Inftance. ¢ As it is prejudicial
¢.to one’s Health to take Food and not
¢ to digeft it, becaufe crude and indi-
¢¢ gefted Meats create ill Humours, and
# do not nourith, but clog and corrupt
¢ the Body : So when the Stomach of the
¢ Soul, that is, the Memory, is filled with
t¢ a great deal of Knowledge; if this
¢ Knowledge be not well digefted by the

. L2 ¢ Warmth
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« Warmth of Charity; if it do not dif
¢ fufe itf¢lf after that through the Arteries
““ and Marrow of the Soul, and pafs into
¢ the Manners and A&ions of. Men; if
‘it does not become good itfelf upon
¢¢ knowing, what is good, and what goes
“ to the making of a good Life; does
¢ not tbis Knowledge turn into Sin, as that
¢ Natriment does into bsd Humaurs 2°*
You muft pronounce the firf# Part of that
Period without ever taking Breath for it;
but you cannot pronounce the fecond in
the fame Manner : fo that you ought ra-
ther to make a Paufe upen it, than force
your Poze to an Abfurdity, and run your-
felf quite out of Breath, which would be
very ungenteel and indecent. . Only you
nuft take Care by the Way to figp in
proper and convenient Places; that i
to fay, after twe Points, a Colon, ora
Semicolon, or _at leaft after a Comma 3 for
to do it otherwife, or oftner, would be 2
thing extremely difagreeable. Nothing i
more unfoward and uncourtly, than tc
break off an Expreflion in the Middle of
a Word.

Infine, there is another fort of Persods,
that the Rbetoricians call Spiritus ; whick
have not the fame Order, -Scope, anc
Compofition of thofe Sentences that are
properly called Periods, but only couch
- and contain a.great Number. of Arsicles,
fimply
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fimply- propounded all in the fame Man-
ner, as this of the aforefald Farber again
for an Example : ¢ Let your Spirit reft
¢¢ upon thefe Prelates, who fear nothing
¢¢ but God, and hope nothing but God;
¢ who being fent into Provinces, go not
¢¢ after Gold, but follow Fefus Chrift;
- ¢ who do not believe their Miffions to be
s¢ for a Money-bank, but feck the Fruits
¢ of their Labour for God, and no Pre-
<¢ fents for themfelves ; who are, a Fobn
¢ Baptift to Kings and Princes, a Mofes to
s¢ Egyptians, a Pbineas to Fornicators, an
<« Elias to Idelaters, an Elifba to Nig-
¢ gards; a Peter to Liars; a Paul to
¢ Blafpbemers, a Chrif to Mercenaries
¢ and Money-changers ; who do not de-
¢« fpife the People, but inftrut them;
¢¢ who do not flatter the Rich, but rebuke
¢ them ; who do not opprefs the Poor,
¢ but relieve them; who do not dread
% the Menaces of Princes, but contemn
¢ them ; who do not go into their Af-
6 fembkes in Trouble, nor come out
¢ again in "Anger ; who do not rod
¢ Churches, but reform them ; who do
“ not pick Peoples’ Pockets, but comfort
¢ their Hearts and corret their Vices s
% who take Care of their own Reputa-
& tion, and bear no Malice to another’s ;
‘ who love Prayer, and apply themfclves
% to Devotion; and who, in all Affairs
L 3 3 0{



126 The ART of

« of the World, have more Confidence

¢ in their Prayers, than in their Induftry

¢ and Labour, whereby their Difcourfes

‘“ may be edifying, whereby their Lives

 may be juft, whereby their Prefence

““ may be agreeable, whereby their Me-

““mories may be bleffed; who render
“ themfelves amiable, not by #ords, but
“ by Deeds ; and venerable, not by Pomp
‘¢ or State, but by their A&ions ; who are
¢ humble with the humble, and innocent
<¢ with the innocent, but rebuke the hard-
" < hearted with Boldnefs and Severity;
¢ who reprimand the Wicked with Au-
‘¢ thority, and who render to the Proud
¢¢ according to their Deferts ; who neither
¢¢ enrich themfelves, nor.their Parents, nor
¢ their Officers, with the Portion of the
¢ Widow, and the Patrimony of the cruci-
¢ fied, but who give gratis that which they
¢ received gratis, and do Right out of
‘ meer Good-will to them that fuffer
“ Wreng 3 who teftify, in fine, they have
¢ recewved the divine Spiriz, as the feventy
‘¢ Fudges did the Spirit of Mofes 5 who,
¢¢ both abfent and prefent, endeavour to
¢¢ pleafe you and to pleafe Gvd; who re-
¢¢ turn Fome to you now wearied, but not
¢¢ Jaden with the Spoils of Nations 3 and
¢« who do not glory in having brought
« away with them the moft eurious and
¢ precicus Things of the Countries whi-
' : ¢¢ ther
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¢ ther they were fent, but in leaving be-
¢« hind them Peace to Kingdems, Laws to
¢ Barbarians, Quict to Monafieries, Or-
<¢ der to Cburches, Difcipline to the Clergy,
‘¢ and a People juft to God.” In fuch
Perigds as thofe, you are upon no Force
at all to ftrain your Lungs ; for you may
take your Breath as often as you fhall
have occafion, - and make an ¢gual Paufe
at every Article they contain ; there being
no Manner of Reafon why you fhould
not make a Stop upon one as well as ano-
sher. So much for what concerns the
Breath and its Paufes, when and where it
is to be taken upon all forts of Periods. As
for what remains to be faid of it, I think
. the Orator would da well to obferve the
following Rulcs
You mufk notdiftinguith the Parss of
a Period, as it there were more Periods
than one in a Sentence ; and yet you muft
make fome Diftinétion too, that the A«-
- dfter may more eafily difcover the feveral
Claufes of it from one another : But this is
to be done efpecially, when the Period is
longer than ordinary, otherwife the Mind
and the AMemory of thofe that hear you,
-. and perhaps your own Faculties too, would
.be confounded ;, and the Periad, tho’ never
fo well turned, would perplex the Pro-
nunciation, and appear embarraffed by the .
Length of it.  However, when there are
" fe-
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feveral Claufes in a Sentence, and every one
of them requires a peculiar Diftinction for
fome Reafon or other, you would do well
to diftinguth them by the Promunciation,
but without taking your Bresth for all
that, except there be fo many of them,
that one fingle Re/prration cannot ferve all
their Turns, nor reach the End of the
whole Period. Cicero, without Doubt,
obferved, that upon this Period of his Ora-
tion for the. Manilian Law. ¢ What a
¢¢ fhameful Thing is it, Sirs, that he who
. % maflacred fuch a vaft Number of our
“¢ Citizens in one Day throughout all .4/a,
““in fo many Cities there, at a Word’s
¢ 'Warning, and upon one fingle Dif-
¢ patch, %as not only not fuffer’d Pu-
¢ nifthment yet for fo barbarous a Crime,
‘s but has reigned now twenty-three Years
t¢ fince that Butchery; and reign’d too
¢¢. with fo much Infolence, that he neither
¢ lurks for it in the Kingdom of Ponmrus,
< nor in the Obfcurity of Cappadocia ;
¢ but hectors in the Inheritance of his
¢ Forefathers, braves you in our own
¢ Revenues, and appears in the open

< Light of all 'Aﬁa.”k

*Tis proper to make a Paufe upon ev.

Period ;pbuli it muft bea v!q %)ort gz
upon fhort ones, and a little /onger upon
long ones : For, over and above that, it
very much conduces to the better diftin-
guithing

k
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guithing of Periods among themfelves,
and does not a little aflift the Underfand-
ing-and the Memory of the Hearer. .1t is
almoft incredible how it alfo reinforces the
Lungs, the Breaft, and the Arteries of the
Speaker 5 and if you do but praétife this
Rule, you will find the Benefit and Ad-
vantage of it by Experience. I would
advife you alfo to take Care to begin the
Sollowing Period always a Degree lower
than you concluded the firf# ; which will
both contribute to the Fariation of your
Foice, and to the Reinforcement of your
Organs. Sometimes, on the contrary, it
is better to begin it with a Tome a little
bigher than the Cadence of the lgft, accord-
ing as the Oraror fhall beft judge of the
Nature and the Neceflity of the Subjesz; -
which will ferve alfo to vary even the Vag
riation of the Voice itfelf ; for you mufk
not'do it always in the fame Fafbion, or -
in the fame Key.
Thereis another Obfervation yet which
I have to make here. ’Tis this; When
you have a Period to pronounce that re-
quires a great Contention or Elevation of
the Voice, you muft moderate and manage
your Foice with good Conduét-upon zhofe
Periods that preceed it; left by employ-
ing the whole Force of it upon thefe, you
be fpent and conftrained at laft to pro-
nounce tbis kauguidly, which requires mort;
: : o



130 The ART of

of Vigour, Vebemency, and Effort. °Tis
this Gavernment that Rofcius and Efopus,
two of the moft famous 4fors the Romans
ever had, very well obferved's as Tu/ly
takes Notice in his #bird Book of the Ora-
tor: Far 'Rofcius did not rehearfe thefe
Verfes .

Tbebrave Warrior’s noble Choice and Shicld,
Is Honour, wot the Booty of the Field

with all the Vebemence of Aftion and
Geftare that he might have done, but al-
together /mply, with Moderation and Con-
du&, to the End that falling immediately
upon this exclamatory Period,

What ist I fee! be comes arm’d,
Ewven into our very Temples !

he might a& it more earneftly, reprefent it
more firongly, and accent it with greater
Admiration and Afonifoment. And Efopus
did not pronounce tbefe Words

Where fball I find Relief 2
Or whether fball I fiy ?

with all the Contention of Voice and Accent

within the Compafs of his Power; but

Joftly or langusdly, and without any imtrio-
“derate Ac¥on‘at-all, having a Regard all’
the while to what immediately follows,

But, O Fatber, O Country,

O Houfe of Priam ! - which
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which he could not have fpoken with
all neceflary Exclamation, if he had al-
ready fpent himfelf, and as it were ex-
haufted his Zoice before-hand upon a for-
mer Emotion and Violence. 'Thus Painters
reprelent fome Parts of a Piece with Shades
and Diftances, to fet off others with greater
Light and Advantage, and 1o make them
bear {0 mafterly, that one would almoft
{wear they flood out of the Piffure and
have Life.

. From Periods and perfeft Semtences, 1
come now to Words. Firft, you muft,
obferve to prowounce them according to
common Cuyftom and the ordinary Convere
Jation of thofe that /peak well. In every .
Country or Province, there are certain vici-*
ous Pronunciations and Dialefts, that are
pecular to particular People; either for.
the Quantity of Syllables, as we find where
they pronounce the firft Syllable of Va-
LET, of Hapit, of Parikr, long; and
the firft of Tepe, of Pafle, &c. jbort;
or, for the Sound of Vowels, as there are
fome People make ufe of an e gpen, or
neuter, inftead of ane fut and mafculine,
in the Words MEerk, PERE, FREKE;
or, for the Elifion of an e, where it ought
not to be Jsft out, as there are fome fay
Pary’in, inftead of ParLETILS or, for
the Addition of an e, at the Beginning of
a Word, where it oyght not tobe us’d h, as

there
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there are fome Places where they ‘both
fay and write L' EspLEnDEUR, L’ Es-
canpare, L’Espuere; or, Tor thes
which fome People snfert where it ought
not to be snferted, writing and pronouncing
ConsTrAINDRE for CoNTRAINDRE ? and
which they omit again where it ought not
to be omitted, as in Jusques and
PrEsquE, pronouncing them Juque and
Preques or, for the Letter b, which
fome do not promounce with an Afpiration,
where it ought to be promounced harfhly ;
as thbey that fay 1.’ Hazzarp, L’ Ha-
- RANGUE, L’ HarLeBarpe. There are
alfo many more Corruptions crept into
ulgar Heads, and 24/k’d into Cuftom a-
‘hong the common People in City as well
as Country, not excepting even ¢bat wheréd
the Court is kept : For you fhall meet
with a falfe Pronunciation now a-days at
Paris, as well as you might have done
formerly at Atbens. . But a Man that
fpeaks in Publick ought carefully -to a-
void all thofe Faults abovemention’d, for
Fear of being laugh’d at and treatéd with
the Contempt of a fleering Auditory ; which
was the Sophifter Paufanias’s Misfortune,
of whom Philifcus writes that he fpake .
coarfely, and pronounced his Words very
grofs and corrupt ; making Jong Syllables
Jhort, and fbort ones long 3 for though he
was an eloguent Perfon in all other Refpe@s, -
: a
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a ready Wit, and famous for fpeaking off-
band; he was compared yet for his un-
bandfome Pronunciation to a Cook, that'
could not drefs good Meat well when he
had it in his Hands, and made but a ve-
ry bad Difh of the beft in the Market.
For this Purpofe, he muft converfe asmuch
as poffible with Perfons that {fpeak better
than bimfelf; obferve their Promancia-
tion {o nicely, as to make it his owrn; and
not only not be atham’d to afk their Ad-
vice, upon a Doubt how to pronounce
fuch and fuch Words, but defire them
alfo to fet him right at every Turn,
if he chance to dlunder and be oxt in the
Pronunciation of other Words, wher
he makes #no Scruple at all: fo that:
by little and little he may polifb his Speech
to that Perfetion at laft in good Conver-
fation and- private Diftourfe, that nota
Word which drops from bis Mouth fhall
fall into Contempt, or difoblige his Hearers
in publick.

My next Obfervation is this, That he
muft pronounce emphbatical Words with an
Empbafis and a Diftinétion : whether it
be to affirm ftrongly ; as certainly, affuredly,
infallibly, undsubtedly, neceflarily, abfo-
lutely, exprefsly, manifefily, arc Words of
avery frong and pafitive Pronunciation:
or to praife and extol; as admirable, incre-
didle, imcomparable, incffable, ingfiimable,

M Zlovi~
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glorious, glittering, pompous, triumphant,
Hlluftrious, beroick, auguft, majeftick, adora-
ble, are Terms of Honour that muft be
pronounced with a magnificent Tone: or
to difpraife and deteft, as cruel, bainous,
wicked, deteflable, abominable, execrable,
monfirous 3 which areall to be pronounced
with a moft paffionate and loud Voice: or,
to complain and lament ; as unfortunate, mi-
Jerable, fatal mournful, pitiful, deplorable,
lamentable, are all forrowful Words, and
require a melancholy Accent. He muft
alfo Jay more Strefs upon Words of Quan-
tity, as, grand, bigh, fublime, profound,
long, large, innumerable, eternal ; as well as
upon Words of Univerfality; as &ll the
World, generally, every where, always, ne-
ver: Here the Pronunciation muft be
pois’d to a certain Gravity and Height of
Accent.  As for thefe Terms of Extenua-
tion and Slight, as, pitiful, infignificant,
little, low, mean, defpicable, feeble, he muft
pronounce them with a very low, leffening,
abjett Voicey and an Accent of the greateft
Scorn and Difdain. For the Purpofe: If
a Divine in preacbing fhould introduce a
Soul labouring under the Senfe of many
great Infirmities; and faying, #When I
Jearch’d into the Faith of my Heart, I found
it fo weak, fo imperfelt, Jo languifbing, &c.
to fpeak that Refentment with an eleva-
ted Tone, or a great Contention of the Voice,

would
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would be a ridiculous Pronunciation, and
contrary to the very Nature of Things,
as well as the Rules of Senfe, Reafon and
RefleCtion. For thofe Words of weak;
imperfet, languifbing, require a doleful Ac-
eent, an Accent of Moan, and a low as
well as a flow Voice. This Diftin&ion of
the Pronunciation, befides that it is more
agreeable ta the Things fignified by fuch
Words, will ferve over and above for the
Variation of the Voice, which the Orator
muft always make it his Bufinefs to ob-
ferve.

To conclude this Difcourfe, 1 fhall add,
that you muft keep up your Voice ftill to
an awudible Height upon the Pronunciation
of the lalt Words of the Period ; fo that
they may be as well, not to fay better beard
than the r¢#: But this is to be done chief-
ly, when thofe final Words are compofed
of Syllables that make but a wesk and a
dull Sound of themfelves, For if your Pe-
riod were to conclude with thefe Words,
ane [plendeur eclatante & incomparable ,
though you fhould not raife your Vvice
upon them, nor make them 7ing half fo
loud @ Peal as you might in the Ears of
g:)ur Auditors, they would not fail yet of

eing beard well enough for all that, be-
caufe of the great and firong Sound which
the Letters a and o make of themfelves in
that Expreflion, But if your Semtence
M2 were
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wece taen with sheie Words, Ce n'eff ¢’
“ic, Eg:;r., sx: Iypey, & ume Similitude
-n ! ves. fhoui prorounce them faintly,
vip wamli &2 1 your own Mbosb, and
ot vt the Ear of your neareft Aud;-
¢ amitr yeur Nofe, becaufe the Letters
s. « 4 # have fo /little of Seund in them-
luniy and appear very Jow and flat off the
.. This Precept upon the Pronuncia-
cue of the laf Words of Sentemces, ought
t0 be as much taken Notice of and prac-
tifed as any other; for moft of our Pus-
lick Orators now a Days commonly fail
in this Point.

C H A P XIL

Of GESTURE in general.

T is Time now to come to Gefture,

- which is of no little Importance and
Advantage toa Man that fpeaks in Publick ;
ior it qualifies the Orator to convey the
<"haughts and the Paffions of his Mind to
“ x _fuditors with greater Force and De-
aht; their Senfes being far more effeétu-
sy wrought upon by Pronunciation and
Gedure tegether, than by Pronunciation a-
Ire. For this Reafon, when a Man is
bear-
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bearing a Sermon, he defires mightily to
fee the Face of the Preacher; and if his
Pew deprives him of that Happinefs, he
goes Home with lefs Satisfaction, let it
be never fo well fpoken. However, thefe
two Things are not lefs important, the
one than the other; and as both Facuities
join’d together exprefs a Thought to Per-
fection, fo_either of them apart do not fail
of exprefling it as well too, though with
lefs Power and Figour. For, if 1t is by
Speech alone we converfe with the Blind,
it is by Gefure alone that we can converfe
alfo with the Deaf; and without this Fa-
culty, we thould have no Commerce or
Converfation at all with them. Befides,
Geflure has this Advantage above Pronuir-
ciation, that by Speech we are only under-
ftood by People of our own Country and
Lingua ; but by Geflure, we render our
Thoughts and our Paffions intelligible to
all Nations, indiffercntly, under the Sun.
*Tis as it were the common Language of all
Mankind, which ftrikesthe Underfianding
in at our Eyes as much as fpeaking docs
in at our Ears.” And no Wonder Things
of Movement and Aftion fhould touch us
fo fenfibly ; fince Painting, which has no-
thing of it, penetrates o far into our 4f-
feétions, and imprints fo ftrongly, that it
fometimes furpafiesthe very Force of Words.
Speaking alone does the main“Work in

13 the
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the Minds of thofe that underftand it
but when it is deftitute of Geffure, which
is the Life of all Speech, (as Afcomius fays)
it makes but a difpaffionate and a dead Dif-
courfe. For this Reafon Pliny junior,
mentioning the Recitations which People
in his Days made of thar Orations and
Poems to their Friends, either in reading
them themfelves, or in having them read
by otbers; fays, that this reading of them
was a mighty Difadvantage to their Elo-
quence and Cbharalfier, becaufe the main
Helps of Prosunciation, the Eyes and the
Hands, were hinder’d by it; and thatit
was no Wonder if the Attention_ of their
Auditors droop’d upon it. But-on the
contrary, when the Difcourfe is help’d on
and enforced, not only with a Prosuncia-
tion fuitable to the Swbjes?, but with an
agreeable and powerful Gefture, it appears
truly animated to a wonderful Degree of
Life and Vigour: For then the Orater
holds his .Juditor (as it were) by the Eyes as
wellas by the Ears, and abfalutely engages
Loth his Attention and his Reafon at once:
And if he fpeaks thus to an Adver/fary not
fo well qualified, he dafhes him out of
Countenance, he confounds him with Fear,
and overcomes him with Skame. Cicero
difcountenanced Cectlius with this Reflec-
tion, when he would have pleaded againft
Hortenfins in the Accufation of Verres,

and
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and his Ambition carried him beyond his
Capacity. * Confider of it ( faid be 10 bim)
*¢ and weigh the Thing well; for, in my
¢« Opinion, you arein great Danger, not
“ only to be-baffled by his #ords and his
¢ Pronunciation, but to have your Ejyes
¢ dazzled too by his Geflure and the Mo-
¢ tions of his Body; left he thould difor-
¢¢ der all your Thoughts, amufe you, and
¢ make you forget whatever you have
¢ to fay.”’ .And when Gicero again' re-
prefents the Matter in his Books of the O-
rutor, how Craffus baffled and fool’d Bru-
¢xs once at the Bar, when he was plead-
ing againft him; he fays, that he pro-
nounceq his Words after fuch a Manner,
that they put him quite out of Counte-
nance 3 with an Eye {o ftedfaftly fix’d up~
on him, making up all his Geffure againft
him, and confronting him at every Turn,
as if he would have fwallowed him up at
a Look orin a Breath. But that this filent

.Language of your Face and your Hands
may be well underftood, and move the
Aftetions of thofe that fee and bear you;
it muft be well adjufted to the Thing you

-fpeak of, as well as agreeable to your
Thought and Defign: Belides that, it is al-
ways to refemble the Paffion you have a-
mind either to exprefs or to excite. For
if you fhould fpeak of fad Things with a
brifk Look, and pronounce Sorrow with a

&y
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gay Countenance ; or if you fhould affirm
aay Thing with the Gefiwre of a Man that
were demying it, it would take away all
Authority and Credit from your Words:
No-body would believe or admire you.
You muft alfo have a Care there be no-
thing affeted in your Gefture; for, gene-
rally fpeaking, @/l Affetzation is odious:
But it muft appear purely natural, as
the very Birth and Refult both of the
Tbings you exprefs, and of the Affestion
that moves you to fpeak them. In fine,
the Orator muft manage his Geflure fo
nicely, that there may be nothing, if pof-
fible, in all the Difpofitions and Motions
of his Body, which may offend the Ejyes
of the Spefators; as well as take Care
that his Promunciation have nothing in it,
which may grate and difoblige the Ears
of the Hearers: otherwife, his Prefence .
will be lefs agreeable to his Audsence, amd
his Speech itfelf will not have all- that
Grace, Virtueand Influence, whichit ought
to have. ’

But the Bufinefs of Geffure is far more
difficult to obferve than that of Promunc-
ation; for a Man may bear his.own Voice
well enough when he cannot fee his Face
at all: And as for the other Parts of his
Body, he can but fee imperfectly how they
move and keep up to the Ru/es of good Ac-
4izin. . ‘Thismade Demoftbenes betake him;

fel
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felf to-fpeak his Harangues and his Pleadr
ings before a great Looking-glafs, that he
might obferve his Geftwres the better, and
be able to diftinguith between right and
wrong, decent and indecens Ations. This
Method, I think, might be praétifed to
Purpofe : There is only this Difadvantage
in the Glafs, that it always reprefents on
the Left what is on the Right, and on
the Right what is on the Left; fo that
when you make a Motion with the Right
Hand, you have the Reflexion of it, as if
it were made with the Left; which cons
founds the Geflure, and appears a little
untoward: So that if, to adjuft yourfelf
to the Glafs, you make a Motion with
the Left, ’tis true it refleCts the Geflure as
if it were made with the Rigbt ; but then
. you may chance to get an s/ Haéit by fo
doing; which of all Things you ought to
avoid. However, this Inconvenience is
abundantly made up to you in the Ad-
vantage it gives you of feesng not only your
Face in all its Coantenances, but the State
of your wbhole Body too in-all its Poftures
and Motions: So that you may eafily dif-
cover by itany Thing that is unbandfome
and difagreeable, cither in your Habit or
your Gefiure, and any Adiom again, on
the contrary, that adds Grace to your Per-
Jeny and Force to your Difourfe. But, for
want of a Laoking-glafs, you !houlc} get

ome
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e of your Friends to do you this good
.Jmce 3 uch q ome, T mean, as is capable

: judging whether your Gefture be good

v sty upon Trial and frequent Practice :
sut tie moft effe€tual Way in the World
:or a Gentleman to make himfelf Mafter of
this srt, is to have fome excellent Pat-
tern or other of it always, if poffible, be-
tore his Eyes; as Hortenfius was. For Ex-
ample : He excell’d fo much in this mute
Eloquence, that two of the moft famous Co-
medians in his Time, Efopus and Rofcius,
always made it their Bufinefs to find him
out where he pleaded, and never failed of
attending upon his Harangues, on purpofé
to improve themfelves; to carry away his
Jine Geftures with them, and to practife af-
terwards upon the Stage what they had
karn’d of him at the Bar. :

C H A P. XIL

Particular RULEs for GESTURE,

T O give the World fome particular
Rules of Gefture, 1 fhall, in the firf}
Place, {peak of the Government, the Order,
and Balance, that the whole Body ought
to be kept up to; and, in the mexs, how
the Hem}: the Ejyes, the Eye-brows, and-all

the
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the Face, muft be mov’d and managed ; _
and, at /af, I fhall come to the Afion of
the Hands, of which there is more to be
faid, than of all the otber Parts of the
Body put together. ‘ L
As for the whole Body, it ought neither
to change Place nor Pofture every Mo-
ment. This fickle Agitation would be as
indecent as the Geffure of Carion, whom
Funius compared -to a Man at Sea in a
. Cock-boat, for tofling his Body about con-
tinually, fometimes to the Right, and fome-
times to the Left, with the greateft Incon-
Jancy imaginable: But then, on the other
Hand, it muft neither fand like a Stock,
nor be as immovable as a May-pole ; for,.
over and above that this is not natural,
(God Almighty having made the Body of
fuch a movadle Mein, and of fuch Mem-
bers as difpofe it for Mbotion, that it ought
to move fomctimes, either as the Sou! di-
redis, or as the Body itlelf requires) it is
alfo difagreeable and ungenteel for want of
Variety ; which becomes it fo well upon
every Occafion, or Change of Difcourfe,
and fets every Thing off to Admiration.
As to the Head, ’tis needlefs to tell you
here what Geflures and‘Signs, what Imi-
tations and Hints it is capable of making;
as of refufing, granting, confirming, admi-
ring, of being angry, &c. becaufe every
Body knows this well enough alrcady(;
]
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fo that I fhall only advante two Things
u the whole: The one is, that the
]m ought not to be held up ze0 bigh
and fretched out extravagantly, which
would be a Mark of Arrogancy or Haugh-
tinefs ; nor to be caft down and hang upon
the Breaft, which would prejudice the
Voice mightily, and make it lefs clear, di-
Sfind, and snrelligible; nor to lean always
towards the Show/ders, which would argue
an Indifferency, a Larguor, and a faint In-
clination : But it is always to be kept mo-
deftly upright to its natural State and Pofi-
. zion 3 which is beft. ‘The other Obferva-
tion I make on it is this, that it is not
bandfeme for the Head to continue always
as immovable as that of a Statue, or a Gen-
tleman in Tapefiry : and yet, on the other
Hand, it muft not be moving continually
neither, nor throwing itlelf about at every
Turn of Expreflion, when the Orator ad-
vances up to the Height of a Difcourfe;
which is too common an Error. But, to
avoid Both thefe ankward Extremes, it
muft turn foftly upon the Neck, when there
is occafion for it, as the Nature of the
Thing requires: not only to look upon
thofe that are dircétly before your Eyes in
tie Middle of an Affembly, but alfo to caft
aCountenance now and then, as well upon
thofe that are on each Hand of you, fome-
times on one Side, and fometimes on the

other;
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other ; and, after that, to hold it again in
fuch a decent Poflure as your ¥oice may
.be mott eafily beard by the greateft Part
of your Awdstors: that is to fay, looking
Jreight forward to the Middle of the Ax-
ditory. 'To this I muft add, that the Head
.ought always to be turn’d on the {ame
Sic%c with the other 4&¢ons of the Body,
fave only when they are exerted upon
Things we refufe: As, for Inftance, when
the Poet fays, :

I think-myfelf not wortky of fuch Praife.

Or upon Tbings we deteft and abbor ; as
when he fays again,

Good Gods! divert fromus fogreat a Plague.

For thefe Things we muft reje¢t with an
Aetion of the Right Hand, and turn the
Head away at the fame Time to the Lef?.
But of all the Parts of the Head, ’tis the
Face that gives the greateft Life and the
belt Grace to Afion. This was the Rea-
fon why the Ancients, as Craffus obferves
in Cicero, did not commend Rofcius when
he fpoke with a Mask on; becaufe they
did not fee his Face then, nor its Motions,
its Cbarms, and its Attraltions: So that
you muft take the greateft Care imaginable
of your Countenance, that nothing may ap-
pear difagreeable in it; for ’tis the Part
moft expofed, and in view, and your Au-
N ditors
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ditors have' their Eyes, if’ poffible, continu-
ally fix’d wpon it. But as it mightily
concerns ‘you, whienevér you are ‘aétually
[fpeaking, you muft likewife make it your
Bufinefs before you come to fpeak. There
is not the leaft Imperfection, Irregularity,
or Error in it, be it never fo /iftle, but it
is immediately taken Notice of at fir/.Sight
by every Body there fave yourfelf; for you
do not fée your own Face'when every Body
elfe does.  And there is nothing can pre-
vent this but the Looking-glafs, or a Friend
that will carefully obferve your Counte-
#nance, and frankly tell you what Face fo-
ever he finds offenfive or difagreeable to
the Eye: So that you may eafily corre&t
it afterwards, either of yourfeif, or upon
bis Advice and Affiffance. But you-ought
ftill to adjuft all its Movements and Coun-
tenances, upon the Addrefs, to the Sué-
jeéts you treat of, the Paffion you entertain
in your own Bofoss, or would raife in other
People’s Breafts, and the Quality of the
DPerfons to whom you fpeak ; foas to'thew
a Gaiety upon Things agreeable, and upon
Affestions of Love and Foy; a Sadnefsupon
melancholy Affcirs, and Paffibns of Hatred
and Grisf 3 a Mildnefsupon Confolation,and
a Severity upon Cenfure and Reprebenfion s
a Gravity and an Authority in fpeaking to
Lttle People, or your Inferiors; but Sub-

miffion,
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miffisn, Humility, and Refpeét, to your
Betters.

As for your Eyes, you muft always be
cafting them upon fome or other of your
Auditors, ard relling them gently about
from this Side to that, with an ir of Re-
gard fometimes upon on¢ Perfon, and fome-
times upon aicthber 3 and not fix them like
Daits that are once fbot, ftill upon oue
Piace of your Auditery, as many Pcople
do to their great Difadvantage: For it i3
fo very difagreeable and dudl, that it affedts
the Perfoirs ocfore whom we ipeak, much
lefs than when we look them decently in
the Face, as we ufe to do in familiar and
common Comverfation. Thespbraflus had
good Reafon upon this Account, for bla-
ming an A&or call’d Tamarifgae, that ufed
to turn his Eyes away from his Auditors
whenever he fpoke in the Scene, and kept
them fixed all the while upon one fingle
and infenjible Objett. Your Afpest muft
always be pleafant, and your Looks direct,
neither fivere nor afterv; unlefs perhaps
the Pgfion, you would cither exprefs or
move, require the contrary. Nature it-
felf teaches you as much, and produces
this Effet, whenfoever you are fenfibly
fmitten with fuch Paffisns.  For Example,
when a Man /peaks in Auger, his Imagina-
tionis enflamed, and kindles a certain Fire
in his Ejyes, that makes them fparkle like

N2 Stars
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Stars out of his Eye-lids; fo that a meer
Stranger, that underfloed nothing of his
Language, or a deaf Moan, that could beer
notning of his Porce, would not fail yet of
perceving his Indignation and Fury. And
this Fire of your Eyes .afily ftrikes thofe
of your Auditors, who have theirs con-
ftantly fixed upon yowr’s; and it muft necds
fet them a-4/aze too upon the fame Refent-
ment and Paffion. 'Yhere is the fame Power
in all other Paffions: For it you are afflict-
ed with a viclent Grief for your vwn Mis-
Jortunes, or touch’d with a great Compa/-
JSion of anotber Man’s Mifery, it will draw
Tears from your Eyes. This made the
ancient Aftors apply themfelves with fo
much Care and Concern to the acquiring
a Faculty of moving their Imagination to

a Power of weeping and fbedding Tears in

abundance upon occafion : And they fuc-

ceeded fo admirably well in it, wrought
the Counterfeit up to fuch a Degree, that
their Faces ufed to be all over blurr’a with
Crying after they came off the Stage. They
brought this Point of a paffionate Tendernefs
to Perfeétion feveral Ways ; but the moft

effeCtual was zbis : They kept their Ima-
gination {till at work upon real Subjelis
and private Affiiétions of their own, which

they laid very much to Heart; and not
upon the Fabies or Fittions of the Play they
aéied; which did not touch them at alt
’ in
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ineffe®. We have two notable Inftances
of this in Stery ; the oxe, of that great Co-
wedian, Polus: Hehad not been upon the
Stage, it feems, for-fome Time, occafion-
ed by the Death of one of his Sons that
he lov’d dearly ; which troubled him fo
much, that what with the Melancholy of
his Temper, upon the Difappointment of
his Affeiion, and the Lofs of his Darking,
he could hardly ever reconcile himfelf a-
gain to Diyerfion; or the Theatre : But he
appeared there at laft, however, upon aé*-
ing the Eletira of Sopbocles; and his Part
was the Perfon of Eletira herfelf, carrying
the Urn and the Bones of her poor Brother
Orefies in the Play. To do this more ef-
fectually to the Life, away he goes to his
awn Ch:ld’s Grave, takes up his Urs and
his Afbes, and brings them in his Arms
upon the S:age inftead of Orefes’s Coun-
terfeis.  Upon this his Imagination was fo
mov’d, and his Heart fo melted inta Com-
paffion and Tendernefs at the Sight of a real
Oljeit of Sorrew, that he broke out into
loud Exclamations and unfeigned Tears in
the Tragedy, upon the Fiéiion and Fate of
Oreftes, and filled the whole Theatre with
Affliétion, Lamentation, and Weeping. The
other Example is of that excellent Af7or,
Efopus ; who having a mighty Affection
and Zeal for Cicero, and being extremely
concern’d at his Bani/bment, the Troubles

N 3 of
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of his Family, and other Difgraces that he
lay under, he did him a fignal Favour once,
and a fingular Piece of good Service, by
the Power of tbis tender Paffion : For, when
he faw all the Friends of that great Man
at work upon the People of Rome with
their utmoft Interceffions, to get him re-
called, he refolved to engage himfelf in it,
to give it a Lif? on bis Part, and to ftrike
a confiderable Blow in the Affair: upon
this he affs a Tragedy of Accius, ona pu-
blick Occafion; which contained the -fine
Verfes upon Telamon’s Exile, and the hor-
rible Calamities of Priam and his Family,
which are related in Tully’s Tufeulan Que
Pions, and in his Oratson for Saxtius: But
in thofe Verfes, you muft think, his Jmas-
gination was not half fo much ftruck with
the falfe Misfortunes of the Perfons in the
old Fable, as with the Miferies that were
too true, and the real Sufferings of his
Friend; infomuch that the af7ing of them
tranfported him te fo great a Paffion and
Grief, that he fpake them upon the Stage,
not only with a very mournful Poice, but
with Eyes alfo bath’d in Tears: which fet
all indifferent Perfons that were prefent
there a-weeping bitterly, and even made
his Enemies bluth with Tears in their
Eyes at his Affli¢tion. And this went
" a great Way towards the melting of the
Hearts of People, and the reconciling of

their
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their AffeCtions towards the bringing of
him bome again, and the re-inflating of
him in his former Dignity, Reputation
and Charatter ; as GCicero himfelf tells us
with the mof thankful Acknowledgments of
the good Office, which that famous A&or,
his great and his cordial Friend, had
" done him upon this Occafion.

Now, if this Tendernefs of the Eyes, or
the Faculty of weeping at Difcretion, be
of fuch Influence and Advantage in the
Tbeatre, where People go only for Diver-
Jion and Speé?acele ; how much more in the
Church then, where the Glory of God, and
the Salvation of Souls, two Things of the
greateft Importance and Moment in the
World, are your main Bufinefs, and ought
4o touch Men in the moft fenfible Part 2
And what Power think ye the Tears St
- Paul wept, upon his Exhortations to
the Epbefians, might have over the Con-
“gregation? which he told their Paflors
-of, in Words te this Effc¢t, as you’ll find
in the A&s of the Holy Apoftles. Remember,

that for the Space of three Years, I bave
wot ceafed to warn every one of you, Night
-and Day, with my Tears: Remember the
-many Exbortations I bave made you, and
sbe many Tears I bave fbed for you. The
Orator, therefore, ought firft of all to
form in himfelf a frong Idea of the Subject
of his Paffion ; and the Paffion itfelf \}n:ill
: then
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then certainly follow in courfe, ferment
immediately into the Eyes, and affe both
the Senfe and the Underflanding of hig
Speddators with the fame Tendernefs. Paf-
Jions are wonderfully convey’d from ome
Perfar’s Eyes to gnotbers ; the Tears of
the ope melting the Heart of the ozher,
and making a vifible Sympatby between
their Imaginations and Afpects. For the
Purpofe, if we do but ek at a Man that
has fore Eyes, we very often feel fometbing
of it inour own, if the fame Sorenefs be
not catching too. And this puts me in
mind of one of the moft famous Preacbers
of the Age he lived in: As he was de-
¢lasming one Day in a great Congregation
againft the growing Vices of his Parifb,
and fhewing the People all the Miferies
which God would fend among them upon
the Account of their Tniguities, he made
this Inference once for all, And, in fue,
God will forfake us. Upon this, he fell
a-weeping bitterly, and brake out into
this following Expoftulation, with a moft
Seeling and pitiful Voice, And if thou forfake
us, Good God! What will become of us ?
Which paffionate Rapture brought all-his
Hearers to the fame Chriftian Tendernefs
. and Tears, if not alfo to a better Senfe of
their Duty ; fo mightily were #bey mov’d
with the Tone and the Geflure that accom- -
panied tbofe languifbing Expreffions. '
: As
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As to the lifting up or cafting down of
your Eyes, tis plain you. muft do it ac~
cording to the Nature of the Things you
Joeak of : For if you fpeak of Heaven
and celeftial Powers, you ought, without
doubt, to /ift up your Eyes towards Hea-
ven; but if you fpeak of the Earth and
terrefirial Things, you muft caft them down
upon the Ground.  'To do otherwife, would
be a grofs Solecifm (as one may fay) of
the Eyes; and fuch an Abfurdity as that
ancient Sopbifter was guilty of, who, Philo-
Sratus tells us, when he faid, O Fupiter !
caft- down his Eyes to the Ground; and
when he faid, O Earth! lift up his Eyes
towards Feaven. You muft alfo govern
your Eyes according to the Paffions, fo as
to catt them down upon Things of Dif-
grace, which you are atham’d of ; and:
to raife them again upon Things of He-
nour, which you can glory in with Con-
fidence and Credit ; but it is more parti-
cularly neceffary in fwearing, to turn up
your Eyes towards zbat by which you
Sfwear, and to lift the Hand up in the
fame Action.

Your Eye-drows muft neither be alto-
gether émmovable, on the one hand, nor
fickle, or too full of Afotion, on the other:
And you muft not raife them both up at
every T'urn, as many People do upon any
thing they fpeak with Eagernefs and Con-

tention 3
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tention 5 nor lift up the one and caft down
the ather, as Pifo did, whom Cicero re-
prov’d for raifing one of his Eye-brews
up as high as his Forebead, and banging
the other down to his Cbin; but for the
moft Part they ought to. remain in the
Jame Pofture and Equality. that Nature has
given them: However, they are allow-
ed to move fomiimes, and ’tis fit they
thould, when the Pqffions require it ; that
is to fay, to comtract themiclves and frown
in Serrow, to dilate again and {mooth,
themfelves in oy, and to baxg dewn when-
ever the Orator (hews his Humility and
Hlodefly upon a Matter of Difcourfe.

As for the Moutb, you mutl never wry
itat all; for that is very difagrecable :
And therefore, it was faid once to Seffus
Pinarius formerly, in Railery and Banter,
who ufed to wry his Chin always in fpegk-
ing, as if he had got a Walnut in his,
Moutb to crack, Crack that Walnut firfs,
and then fay what you bave a-mind to. (ay.

As for your Lips, you muft take Care
not to bite them, nor to Jick them with
your Tongue, as I have feen fome People
do fomeumes; which is very wngenteel
and indecent in an Orator.

As to the Shoulders, there are fome thag
Jbrug them up at every Exprefion ; asthofe
Grecian Witneffes Cicero derided in hig
Qration for Rabirius Pofthumus, who ma.d?

: al
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dll their Gef ui-es with the Shoulders. *Tis
. a'very unbeccming Vice, and you ought to
thun it asa Difgracc. Demoftbenes was at
firft addted woit 5 but he foon correéted
it by excrcifing himfelf to declam in a
frait Place, with a Piece ot a Dart or
a Dagger hung up juft over lis Shiulders 5
fo that as often as he Bbrugy’d them up,
(as it was difficult for him not to do it
fometimes, having gotten an 7/ Habit of
it) the Point prick’d him, and put him in
‘mind of his Error ; upon which, at haft,
he matter’d the Tinperfection.

There are others that, in [peaking, thruft
out the Belly, and throw back the Head
which the Ancients had good Reafon to
condemn for an Indecency and an ill Gefture,
‘Otbers again lean the Elbow upon the Pul-
pit, and ‘make what Geffures they think
fit with the Hand, refted in this Manner,
and raifed upon the Elbow ; which is nei-
thet commendable nor decent.

As to the Hands now, they are the chief
Inftruments of Action, and they cdn wvary
it as many Ways too as there are Things
which they are capable of fignifying : For
-we make Ufe of them in accufing, acquit-
ting, promifing, threatening, intreating, ad-
miring, or fwearing, and in reprefenting
almoft all the Things we /peak of in the
World, which require fo many different
Actions of the Hands : So that Qz,dnti;ian

ays
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fays very well, the other Parts of the Body
help him mightily that /peaks ; but the
Hands, as it were, fpeak themfelves.
And Martial, inftead of faying Toute le
Gefte, every Getture, fays Toute le Main,
every Hand ; as if Geffare were nothing
elfe but the Movement and Action of the
Hands : but the main thing, however,
is to move them well and with a good
Grace. Thefe following Rules will be of
fome Service to that Purpofe.

Firf, You muft make Ufe of no Ation
at all in the Beginning of a Difcourfe, or
at leaft thew no confiderable Gefure as foon

‘as ever your Moutb is open, unlefs it be
upon an Exordium, ex abrupto, as they call
its an abrupt farting of a Difcourfe, asin
the Harangue of Ajax againft Ulyffes upon
the Subject of Acbilles’s Armour.

With Wrath impatient, bis tern Eyes furvey

Sigeeum, and the Navy which there lay :

T ben bolding up bisHands, O Jove | be faid,

Before the Fleet muft We our Title plead.

And is Ulyfles my Competitor ? T

Whafe bjz;igbtful Fear did Heétor's Flames
abbor.

Thole I fuflain’d ; from thofe this Navy
Sreed. . Sanpys.

This Extenfion of the Hands there, to-
wards the Port, was without Doubt very
proper and pertinent, as well as neceffary ;

but
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but it had been a vicious and impertinent
Stretch without fuch an abrupt Exclama-
¢ion: For, as we faid before upon the
Subjeét of Pronunciation, common Exor-
dium ought to be fpoken mildly and with-
out any Motion. Second, You muft
never clap your Hands, nor thump the
Pulpit, nor beat your Breat; for that is
- too much like the Fuggler and the Mounte-
bank, and it is good for nothing. Third,
You muft make all your Geffures with
the Right Hand ; and if you ever ufe the
Left, let it only be to accompany the
other, and never lift it up fo kigh as the
Right. But to ufe an Afion with the
Left Hand alone, is a Thing you muft
avoid for its Indecency. The only Ex-
ception to this Rule will be in Places,
where you fpeak of the Right Hand and
the Left by Name; as, if you chance to
difcourfe of the Separation, which the So-
wereign Fudge of the World will make,
between the Good and the Bad in the laft
Day of Fudgment, placing the Fuft on
. his Right Hand, and the Wicked on his
Left; there it is not only allowable, but
neceflary, to adjuft your Geffures accord-
. ingto that Diftinétion ; making ome of them
with the Right Hand alone, and the other
with the Left alore.  And fo,- when Fe-
Jus Chbrift commands the faithful Servant
o cut off his Right fgnd if it offend himi
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I would reprefent that A4ion, if it were
my Bufinefs, with the Geffure of the Left,
becaufe there is no other to do it ; for the
Right Hand cannot cut off itfelf. Fourtbh,
The Right Hand applies itfelf very
pertinently to the Breaft, when the Ora-
tor fpeaks of bimfelf, and declares his own
Faculties and Paffions 3 his Heart, his Soul,
or his Confcience : 1 {ay, barely applies it-
felf ; forit muft be done only by laying
the Hand gently upon it, and not by eat-
ing on it, as fome People do. Youmuft
every where avoid making ufe of the Left
Hand alone. But there are fome Mcen
naturally Lef¢-banded, and it is impofiible
for them to forbear ufing the Left Hand
fometimes, becaufe they have been ac-
cuftomed o it from their Infancy. In this
Cafe, I cannot advife them better, towards
the covering of the Imperfection, if they
cannot break off the Habit, than to make
all their Aftion with botb Hands together ;.
- for then they will not offend the Eyes of?
the Speétators with the Left Hand alones
which can make no Mbotien of itfelf, but
what is unbandfome and difagreeable. Fiftb,
Your Gefure muft pafs from the .Left
to the Right, and end at the Right too:
not as it were in firiking with the Hand,
upon a fretch of Violence; but in laying
of it handfomely down with Gentlenefs
and Moderation.  Sixth, You muft begin
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your Action with your Speech, and end
with it again; for it would be ridiculous
either to begin your Geffxres before you
+ had opened your Mouth, or to continue
them after you had done fpesking.
Seventb, The Movement of your Hands
muft always anfwer the Nature of the
Things you fpeak of: Forto fay, Attirer,
to come in, firetching out the Hand; Re-
pouffer, to go back, pulling your Hand to
You ; Separer, to feparate, joining your Hands
togetber 5 Foyndre, tojoin, feparating them
Serrer, to clofe, opening them; Ouvrir, to
open, clofing them; Hauffer, to raife, hang-
ing them down ; Bailfer, to caft down, bo/d-
ing them up, would be againft the Nature
of Things, and againft Reafon, and would
expofe you to the Laughter and Derifion
of your Hearers. Eight, Upon all great
Motions, the Ation of the Hands is par-
ticularly #eceffary, to anfwer the Heat
and Paffion of the Figures that are made
Wfe of in a Difecourfe. For Example, in
this Apofiropbe which a famous Lawyer
made when he was pleading to the Princes
of the Blood of France: ¢ You noble and
¢ generous Princes, Children of fuch a
¢ Father! how comes it that you do not
¢ ftrangle thofe Imlpoﬂ‘ors with your own
¢ Hands, who would fix upon your Fore-
¢ heads the moft ugly and infamous Blot
¢ that can be imagin’d in the World ?**

T 0, And
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And who does not fee here what Aion
of the Hands ought to accompany the
Pronunciation of thefe Words, ¢ That
¢ you do not ftrangle with your own
¢ Hands,”” to give the Figure all the
Force, Vigour, and Efficacy, that it ought
to have? Nintk, If you lift up the
Hand, it ought not to be higher than the
Eyes, and but very little Jower : whereas
there are fome that raife it extravagantly
up to the Sky, as if they threatened the
Stars. 'The fame Proportion ought to be’
obferved in Abolding the Hand down ; and
ou muft bave a Care alfo of not doing as
ome People do when they are preachbing
in a Dulpst, who hang down their Right
Hand now and then as if it were dead,
which is extremely difagreeable to the Eye,
and difpaffionate to the Fancy. Tentb,
In fine, your Eyes muft always have your
Hands within View; they muft always
be within Compafs of your Head, and
lath out as little as pofiible, either over on
under, higher or lower than the Eyes: So
that they whom you fpezk to upon an Ad-
drefs, may fee your Mouth, your Eyes,
and your Hands, concurring all together,
every one inits own Way, to fignify the
fame Thing; which will make a deeper
and more agreeable Impreffion both up-~
an their Senfes and their Underftandings.
Eleventh, You ought not to firezch out
' yout
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your Arms, Sideways, farther than half
a Foot at moft from the Trunk of your
Body: or elfe you will throw your Gef~
ture quite out of Sight, unlefs you turn
your Head afide to fee it; which would -
be very ridiculous. Twelfth, You muft
raife your Hand in fwearing; and God
himfelf, when he fpeaks to Men with
an Oath, whether in his Promifes op
his Menaces, fays in feveral' Places of
his Speech, that he kfts up bis Hand:
that is to fay, be fwears, that he will
either blefs in his Mercy, or punifth them
in his Anger. 'The fame Thing is to be
done upon an Exclamation; fo that the
Gefture may anfwer the Pronunciation, and
both of them may be adjufted to the Na-
ture of the Thing. Thirteenth, You muft
not make Ufe of Afion every wheret
Foras the Hands ought not to be idle, on
one Side, fo itis impertinent on the other,
to keep them in perpetual Motion. This
would run you foul upon that Vice which
the Ancientshave call’d the Babbling of the
Hands: and it would be below the Gra-
vity, Charater and Quality, of an Orazor,
to turn Mimick in an Awdience, or to do
as thofe old PanToMiMEs of the Grecians:
and the Romans did, who fignified every
“Thing by their antick Gefliculations and’
apifh Ge}’ure:, without ever fpeaking a
“Word. - Fourteenth,. There are {ome:
: 03 Aéir
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Afions which you muft never attempt
to reprefent with your Hands, nor put
yourfelf in the Poflwre of thofe that make
Ufe of them; as of fencing, of bending a
Bow, of prefenting & Mufquet, of playing
upon'an Infirument of Mufick, as if you
had the Spinette or Virginals under your
Fingers, or a Harp in your Hands. Fif-
teenth, You muft take great Gare to a-~
void imitating thofe 4fZions which are
bafe, filthy, and difponeft, by any Gefture
of the Hands, or Movgment of the Body ;
as in making a Defcription of the Debay-
cheries and Impurities of a Mark Anthony,
a Verres, ar any other lewd Perfon. Six-
teenth, Asfor other Aétions, which yo
can reprefent with Decency and g
Manners, your Gefiure oyght to be very
maderate and modeft : not bold, vaft and
extenfive, nor indeed too frequent neither ;
which would makefucha violentAgitation
of the Arms and the Hands, as would not
become an Orator, and as if he were cba-
JSing away Flies. 'This was Curion’s Faul,
who being mightily agitated once in his
Difcourfe, as Quintilian r¢lates, with his
Colleague Ofavius at his Elbaw, all plai-
fter’d over with Medicaments, and bound
up becaufe of his Gouts and his Sores 3 Si-
¢nius jeer’d him for his Gefliculations, fay-
ing thus in Raillery to Ofavius, Yoy can
never fufficiently acknowledge the Obligation

Jﬂﬁ
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you lie under to your Colleague Curion ; for-
if be bad not been here, the Flies would
bave caten you up mow. upom the Spot.
- Seventeenthb, W hen you makeUfe of aPre-:
Jepoperia, and a Perfon is brought in a-:
fpeaking, you muft take Care of making:
Ufe of any Gefliures that would net be pro-
per for bim to ufe, and agreeable to the
State and Condition in which you repre-
fent bim a-fpeaking; as if you were to
reprefent Fefus Chriff upon the Crfs, with
his Hands nailed to it, crying, My God,
my God! Why baft thou forfaken me ? Or,
Father ! forgive them, for they know not
what they do; you muft not clap your
Hands together upen the Exclamation,
por lift them up towards Heaven:
Or, in reciting thofe Words which he
fpoke to his blefled Mother at that Time,
Woman! Bebold thy Som, you are not to
make him pronounce them as if he point-
ed at St Fobn with his Finger. One
would think that common Senfe might
teach every Man this Faculty well enough,
without ever having an Occafion to be
told of it, or adwvifed about it: ButI
thought it would not be Labour loft
bowever, to fay fomething of it 3 becaufe
you are fo apt, I know, in fpeaking of
praying to God, to clap your Hands toge-
ther s or, in fbewing a Perfon, to point
at him with your Finger: and therc, was

fome
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fome Danger left you might have done it
alfo upon this Occafion as well as another,
without ever thinking how improper it is;
if you had not been exprefsly precaution~
ed againft it here by the Poflure of the
Crucifixson.

As to the Parts of the Hand, and whe-
ther it be convenient or proper, to reckon
the feveral Members of a Divifion upon
the Fimgers, all Men are not of the fame
Opinion. . It was an 4&on very familiar
to Hortenfius; and Cicero feems to rally it
in fome Places. For my own Part, as I
do not think it very neceflfary on the one
Hand ; foI find nothing difcommendable
or unbecoming in it on the other. 1 fay
nothing here of that Gefture of the Hands,
which was fo common among the Anci-
ents upon a great AffliCtion or Grief; as
teating fometimes the Head, fometimes
the Brow, fometimes the Breaff, and
fometimes the Thigh, becaufe it is-a Thing
quite out of Ufe and Fathion in this Age.
I donot touch upon thofe Precepts neither,
which they have advanced upon the Mo-
tions of the Feet, and the Knees, or about
the Orator’s Gate 5 becaufe they barangued
then upon a Tribune, a Place built ‘on-
Purpofe for making their Speeches upon s-
where there was Room enough to walk.
up and down feveral Paces, as they often
did : infomuch that Flavius Virginius afks

ed
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ed a Declaimer once in a Banter, whom he
went to hear, and who had wa/t’d much
in his Difcourfe, ** How many Miles be
bad declaimed? But the Speaker at this
Day, whether in the Pulpit, or at the
_ Bar, ftands ftill in the fame Place: And
I have contented myfelf bere with Obfer-
vations and Rules of Gefture fitted only to
the prefent Praglice and Humour of the
Age we live in; where I may have o-
mitted many Things perhaps which others
_ have more copioufly remarked: but I
think I have taken Notice of the prin~
eipaly moft ufeful, and neceffary AcTions.

330 G5 T00E 20 9120063 00BRE00 95T 2R 61500
C H A P. XIV.

INsTRUCTIQNS for putting all the
above mentioned PRECEPTS 1
Praé&ice.

Here are feveral other Things to be

“obferved yet, cither upon the diffe-
rent Modulations and Inflections of . the
Foice, or upon the Formation of Geftures
and Motions of the Body; and thofe re-
lating to the Face and Ejyes efpecially, which
*ds wonderfully difficult, not to fay im-
poflible, to defcribe or to reprefent in
Rriting. You muft learn thofe Thinbgs._
L. X
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by Practice in the Prefence of a Friend,
in bearing a good Mafter, and [peaking
often before him; fo that he may fet you
right, whenever you are out, either in
your Pronunciation eor Geflure : And
therefore St Auguftin in one of his Letters,
to give Paulinus his Friend to underftand
the true Senfe of a Paflage of St Pasl, by
the Manner of pronouncing it, excufes
himfelf for doing it in #riting, or any
otherwife than viva voce ; which may very
well ferve us alfo for an Apology, that
we do not undertake to explain Things
of that Nature more particularly in this
Treatife. "What | have faid here, being
well praltifed, will be fufficient, in my
Opinion, to acquire a good Gefture and a
laudable Pronunciation : But before I finith
this Tract, I have fome general Hints to
give the Reader for a Conclufion; which
will be of no little Ufe and Advantage
perhaps to an Orator. ) .
Firt, 1am to tell you, That the Rales -
of this Art, to ufe Cicero’s own Words for
it, are far more magnificent in Practice tbun
in Precept : For when we teach them on-
ly, they feem flat, low, and of little Impor-
tance ; butbeing well and exaltly obferved,
they give a wonderful Lufire and Grace t
a Difcourfe : and Practice very often
renders an indifferent Speech more hand-
Jome, perfuafive and charming, than another
that
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that is abundantly fuller of Perfection in
itfelf, but wants all the external Advan-
tages of Action. You muft not therefore
defpife thefe Precepts, altho’ fome of
them feem to be light and cbildifh, or
fcarce worth a fober Confideration. But 1
mutft add this, that when I fay the Oraror
ought to obferve them, I do not mean,
that either the Lswyer thould be poring
upon it, when he pleads bis Caufe, or the
Divine, when he preaches bis Sermon : For
he ought to think of nothing at that Time
but the Matter .in hand ; and he muft not
be ftudying any other Motions or Paffions
then, but ufe #bofe only which arife natu-
rally from the Subject of his Difcourfe,
from the Place where he fpeaks, and the
Prefence of the Perfon to whom he addref-
fes himfelf : For the very Thought of
Rules, and the Care of obferving them,
would mightily diftra¢t and amufe him
upon that Conjuncture ; befides that, it
would take off the Warmth and Spirit of
his Difcourfe, perplex his Head, and difturb
his Memory.  For, as St Auftin fays, in his
Books of Chriftian Doctrine, *Tis not poffible
for a Man to [peak well, and at the fame

Time to be thinking of the Precepts that are .
laid down wpon the Are of fpeaking well 5

and be muft bave great Care, whoever takes

Jo much Pains to {peak according to Rules,

lef
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Lfp tbe Things which be muft neceffarily

{peak of, fip out of bis Mcmory.
. I do not mean ncither, that as often as
you have occafion to fpesk in publick, you
ought to ftudy all the Aectioms which you
mult make Ufe of before-band in your Clo-
Jfet, whether they be for the Pulpit or the
Bar, as Rofcius ufed to do; who, the An-
cients {ay, never exefcifed any Geflure be-
fore People, but what he had ftudied in
private : For that were impofiible, both
for a Divine, that has a Number of Ser-
mons to make, and for a Lswyer, that has
a great many Cax/es to plead; and yet, if
they had Time for it, it would be but ill
fpent upon the Study of fo #rivial a Bufi-
nefs as Action is, in Comparifon. Inftead
of giving themfelves up entirely to miedi-
tate upon the grave Things they have to
fay, and the smportant Affairs they have
to manage, their Time would be mightily
mifemployed upon Niceties ; and the very
Perfons they fhould fpeak to, would nei-
ther defire 1t, nor expect it from thems
For, as Antbony has very well obferved
in Cicero, the Auditors do not require the
fame Exactnefs and Care from an Orater,
in this Point,” which they do from" aa’
etor 5 becaufe, when they hear an Actor
in the Theatre, they do not fo much mind
the Things that are reprefented there,
(which they know to be falfe and fubulous)
but
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but are wholly taken up with the fine
Way of Acting; that is to fay, either
with the Elegancy and Air of his Elocu-
tion, or with the Grace of his Pronuncia-
tion and Gefture ; and if he do not pleafe
their Senfes, they are difgufted at him:
But when they hear an Orator, they at-
tend chiefly to ferious Things, and to the
important Point of his Difcourfe; and as
for his A&ion, they are well enough fa-
tisfied, if it be but reafonable and agreeable,
and do not offend cither their Earsor their
Eyes. :
In fhort, all I would have a Man do
that propofes-to accomplith this Art of
Jpeaking well in publick, is only to under-
ftand thefe Precepts of Action before he
. ventures upon it, totry them upon his own
Perfon, and practife them in private, and
to. endeavour to get a good Habit, and
the Knack of fpeaking by Care and con-
tinual Exercife. For Example, to acquire
as long.a Breath as poflible, he muft prac-
tife upon this Pericd of Cicerd’s, in his
- Dration for the Manilian Law. ¢ What
“ a Shame ’tis, Gentlemen, that he who
“ murder’d fo many of our Citizens in
¢ one Day, over all /s, in fo many fe-
<¢ veral Places there with a Word of his
* Mouth, and by one fingle Difpatch,
*¢ has not yet {uffcred Punitfhment for fo
*¢ foul aCrime ; but reign’d thefe twenty--
P ¢ three
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« three Years fince that horrid Maffacre,
¢ and reign’d with much Impudence too;
¢¢ that he never abfconds for it, either in
¢¢ the Kingdom of Péntus, or in the Ob-
8¢ fcurity of Cappadocia ; but braves it in
« the Eftate of his Anceftors, and huffs
¢ you in your own Revenues, in the
s¢ preatelt Light of all 42" Now it
would be ftrangely difficult for a Man at
firft, to pronounce this whole Semtence
all at a Breath, and 1 think indeed abfo-
lutely impoffible too; but he may learn
to /peak it eafily, however, at three Breath-
ngs 5 the firft ending atone fingle Difpatch,
the fecond at twenty-tbree Years fince that
Maffacre, and the third at greatef Light
of Afia. And when he can do it thus
with Facility, let him try again to pro-
nounce it at two Breathings only, the one
ending at fince that Maffacre, and the
other at the End of the Period. If he
cannot do it yet with Eafe, let him take
his Breath fometimes foftly, without anj
Body’s perceiving it, to carry him zboroug
thke whole Sentence, and efpeciallg to kegp
up bis Voice to the laft ; but if that be too
hard for him alfo, to take Breath enough
without Difcovery to anfwer the Length
of the Expreffion, let him conn this Period
of the fame Oration by Heart. Pleafure
does not tempt bim out of bis Way, to feck
after [enfual Delights; mor Avarice, ;o
make
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make any rich Boaty 5 nor the Beauty of a
Place, to divext bimfelf there; nor the
Fam[;o{ a City, to take Notice of it ;5 nor
the Labour and Laffitude of a long Fourvey,
to refrefb bimfelf with agreeable Satisfac-
tions upon the Fatigue. And then let him
endeavour to repeat it all at a Breath,
over and over, till he has gained his Point ;
for tbis Exercife, as far as I can judge of
it by the Extent of my own Breath, will
render it eafy to him, and make him /ong-
winded, without any great Danger or Dif-
ficulty.

The fame Pragice will teach us the
Variation of the Voice too, as well as all
- other Things, which we have faid ought
to be obferved towards the accomplithing
of an agreeable Pronunciation: And, to
this Purpofe, I would have the young
Gentleman firlt read and get without Book
fome fine Paffages or other of the moft
‘excellent Orators, whether ancient or mo-
dern ; and after that, to be repeating a

entence fometimes over 3nd over to him-
felf, till he knaws how to pronoance it ac-
cording to 4r¢. He muft be exercifing
‘himfelf upon it every Day, and frequently
Jhew it alfo in his own common Conver/a-
‘tion 3 for he’ll never learn to Jfpeak well
without Praéiice as well as Theory. 1 faid
exprefly, fome fine Paffages or other, be-
‘caufe #b¢y will be lefs troublefome to %ct

. ) P2 y



72 - The ART of

by Heart and to repeat. The Repetitior
otherwife would be tedsous, without Deli-
c¢acy. This will have another good Effect
too : Thofeillafiricus Paffages, with which
he may ftock his Memory, will ferve
him for fo many excellent Models in
making his own Perieds, and polithing
his Expreffions ; and the more Graces
and Beaguties he finds in them, fo much
the bigher they will raife his Imétation, and
the more they will improve his Fancy.

I would advife him alfo to obferve thefe
Rules of Pronunciation and Gefture in his
ordinary Difcourfes, as far at leaft as the
Things he fpeaks of will permit, until he
has got an ablolute Habst of it; and it
may be faid that his A4é#ion is become na-
tural : But if he cannot acquire that of
bimfelf, without Help, he muft take a
Maper, who both underftands and teaches
this Art well, exercife and accomplifh
himfelt under his Difcipline, and take De-
light too in his Correétion, with-Submiffion,
as often as he finds himfelf commit an
Error againft the Rales of Action, whether
it be in Pronunciation or in Geflure. Be-
fides that, he ought to be careful and ei-
rious, whenever he has an Opportunity of
hearing either any famons Advocates, -ox
any great Preacbers, to obferve, with the
utmoft Attention, what Conformity their
Action keeps to thefe Rules, aod what

' makes
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makes them merit the Applaufe of their
Auditors upon their Harangues : He ought
to put himfelf afterwards upon imitating
them at bome, and to make their Graces
his own at laft in pudlick. For as St
Auguftin {ays, Eloquence imprints itfelf far
wore eafily upon the Minds of thofe that hear
cloquent Men, than the Minds of thofe that
only follow. Precepts and read Books. And
the lively Examples or Patterns of pudlick
Action, are of far more Benefit and Advan-
tage to young Students than all the Dac-
trine of the Schools : ‘But when he has once
acquired a good Habit of [peaking by fuch
Affiftances as thefe, he need not put him-
felf any more in Pain for his Pronanciation
and Geflure, nor will ever have occafion
to make any more tedious Reflections up-
on this Arz, either in Preaching or in
Pleadings, or in preparing himfelt for the
ome or the other.  Only he would do well,
for the firft Year of his /peaking in publick,
to get fome of his Confidants to obferve the
Inflexions of bis Voice, and the Motions of
bis Body, in his publick Performances; {o
that if they difcover any notorious Vice in
his Pronunciation, or palpable Irregularity
in his Gefture, they may tell him his
Faults, and. be may make it his Bufinefs to
_eorre¢t them upon their Advice: But if
he meet with any other Perfons, yet
Strangers to him, who have fomething to

P3 fay
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fay againft his Action, with good Reafon,
he muft endeavour ftill to improve him-
felf for the e/, hear all Peoples Opinions,,
and neglet nothing that may rcnSer him
more accomplip’d and agreeable to his
AUDITORS,

it
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